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And Cam tal led with ABEL bis Brother: N it came to . 
⁊uben they were in the field, tbat Cain refe 7 , Abel bis 
. and few bim. ; 


3 


LL. Er pure is given by inffiration of God, att 
- deſigned for our inſtruction and improvement. 
'In this light we are to confider the lives and charac. ; 1 

ters of men which are recorded, as well as the precepts, 5 5 2 

” = | promiſes and threatenings addreſſed to us. They alt . 3 
© f teach, that our duty and lappineſs © ka in n the TIP | 1 i «i 4 
| of God and the love of man; J 


: 4 * «4 * — 
} A 


"I; HAVE in view, to call your attention to certain 5 
characters, both good and bad; to connect with them. 
their hiſtory, as far as is needful for illuſtration, and to 5 3 5 5 15 
make ſuch obſervations and reflection as may natural 4 1 ä 3 
. Some advantages v wi att tend. this manner 'of uf K 8 55 ; 2 
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@ _-—DHARACTER aus: 
5 preaching : Beſides not. Being common; it will better 


diſcloſe to us the ſecret and deceitful windings of the 


+ puman heart; and intereſt us more by exhibiting vir- 
tue and vice in real life. When theſe are made to move a 
Wore us, we cannot well be inattentive to the beauty 


of the one, and the deformity of the other. As the 
impreſſion is the more ſtrong, ſo it is always the more - 
bbs. Mike SHE 5 - - 

Tu ſubje& now choſen will not admit a full ſpeci 
men of what is intended. The hiftory of Azz. is 


mort, and his character marked only by its being 


| Tightegus. This is too general to give his peculiar | 

qualities, or ſhow wherein | he was diſtinguiſhed from 2 
goed men ; and therefore it will be neceſſary, in 
this E and all of the like kind, to take a larger 
Fa e Wer know nothing of thoſe remote ages, ex 
om what 3 is found In the ſacred volume. This emits 

1 ray of light which enables us to diſtinguiſn a few 
rent and important objects, but all the reſt are buried 


5 in the thickeſt darkneſs. The death of Abel is the moſt 


remarkable event recorded from the fall to the deluge; 
and, ſhort as his biſtory i is, we find him ſeveral times 
mentioned with approbation in the New Teſtament. | 
He ſtands foremoſt in that liſt of worthies celeb ate a ; a 
in the eleventh chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, T 
and is declared, _ degd, _ to ſteak by the f * tis. 5 


5 
'D E A * H or A B EL. 1 
mony which he received fam God... One avi "Te . 
fuppoſed from this, that he would have been early en- 
rolled in the Chriſtian church among the ancient patri- ö 
archs and prophets, and yet it is remarkable that the | 2 
Greek churches, who obſerve the feaſts of all the 
others, have not done him the ſame honor ; : and that his 
name is not to be found i in any catalogue of ſaints until 
the tenth century. If this may be called neglect, it 
was unjuſt; he was furely entitled to a place. At the 
ſame time, it is to be lamented that any names have 
ever been abuſed to the purpoſes of ſuperſtition and 
idolatry. . | Let vs attend to. the hiſtory and character 


| of Abel, together with the oceaGion and circumſtance * 


we To i 3 „ 
1 : 


of his death. 


- 
RA 8 
: * x 


He was the feedn on of Adam ah: Exe — 
to his occupation,” a ſpepkerd. At n contain 4 
Cain, his eldeſt brother, who was 4 huſbandman, 
5 brought an offering unto God of the fruits of the . 
ground. Abel alſo brought an offering of the firſts | 
Ungs of his flock. God was pleaſed to manifeſt his dif- 
approbation of the one, and his acceptance. of tha 20 
_ which ſo e Cain, EI ſome time. af 5 5 : = 1 


# 1 en AER a 
De © W eck were. of "ths 


truth; admiſſible 3 in a . but 1 A in a a hiſtori 


PX 
q 0 


: cal — 


— is not my purpoſe to go into a critical explana- 


tion of the words of ſcripture, fave only to remark on 


the meaning of che names of theſe two brothers. Cain 


; ſignifies gotten, or a poſſe Non; : and the reaſon of this 
name is added, T have gotten, ſaid Eve, a man from / 29 


Lord; * which ſhe deſigned to expreſs, either her 
thankfulneſs to God for his goodnels, or her hope, 


that this ſon was the promiſed ſeed. Accordin gly the 


words might be tranſlated, 7 have gotten a man, the 


— 


Lord; meaning the Saviour promiſed. Abel ſigni- | 


hes. vanity ; and the name was deſigned to expreſs, 


* 
* = 2 


Rate of man ; a name prophetic of the ſhort life of him 
to whom it was firſt given. Let us enquire, why God 
accepted the offering of Abel and not that of Cain? ? 


either the low eſteem i in which ſhe held him compared 
with the other, or, in general, the vain and tranſitory. 


And what was the reaſon of Cain ee 


8 


brother? 8 28 2 


| Gags» of the New Teſtament. "The en. = | 4 | 5 
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DEAT 11 or 41A By E 2 2 
| - informs us, that, By faith Abel offered unto; Goda more 
excellent ſacrifice than Cain. Nn particularly am. I | 
the Jews, have alledged, that Cain did not being of) | 
| the beſt of his fruits, or that he did not bring them in 
proper ſeaſon, and that therefore, God rejected his: of- 
fering. But the Apoſtle gives no other reaſon Why 
Abel was preferred, than that of his being the ſubject 
of faith. It was not the quality of the offering, but the: | 
diſpoſition of the offerer to which God had reſpect. 
This is alſo plainly implied in theſe words of the Lord 
to Cain thou . doft well, Halt thou. not beaccefied'? , 8 
Aud if thou deft not well, fin lieth at the door t. He did 
not preſent his offering with purity of heart, and faith N g 3 
;n the promiſes of God: -whetvas Abel was righteous, 
in his temper and conduck. He believed i in the pro- 
miſed ſeed of the woman, and chat dn his accu G God 55 
would graciouſly pardon. and fave. For the fake. & i + 
this mediator the perſon of Abel was juſtified, and con. Foes 
ſequently his offering v Was accepted. Of this approba- 24 
tion, it is generally thought, chat the Lord gave ſome 9 
2; riſible token, by conſuming | the facrifice by fre from. ITE 


3 N 155 
Heaven, as we read of his doing on ſubſequent, o geca · | 
42: 18 EPS? 1 
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CA RAC TE R s 
nn God. 


." tifying of hie gifts Cain, ſeeing this, was filled with 
envy, and rage. Being the firſt-born, and enjoying 


certain privileges, he thought that he was likely now to 


be held in lower eſtimation than his brother. His heart 


roſe in immediate oppoſition to him, and indeed to God 


himſelf. This wicked temper led him, in the end, to 
perpgtrate the horrid murder. The Apoſtle John 

aſcribes it to this very principle. Cain, ſays he, car of 
| that wicked one, and flew bit brother : and wherefore 
Nee he him? Becauſe bis oon works were — and . 


Want not recorded, and found by obſervation. on. 


| 3 nature, one would think ſuch a degree of depra- 5 


vity incredible. | Is it ſo that one man can hate ano- 
ther becauſe he is good and approved of God? No. 


a man will venture to profeſs. this. Hatred always finds, 
8 ſome other colour or pretext; but there is in the cor- 

3 rupt human heart, however diſguiſed, this root of en- 
= mity. If man be oppoſed to the peifections of che 
great God, he will alſo to bis fellow- men, as far as they 
Tz _ reſemble God. In the very firſt perſon deſcended from 
our fallen parents, this prineiple appeared in its moſt 
hideous ſhape. Mankind were now few on che COT 


lere were no examples to, infect; there could be Its.” 8 


95 * . 1 RW : „ - 


DEATH or A B 


f . 6 of competition among them, 2 hey 


needed the counſel and aſſiſtance of one another: and 


yet in theſe cireumſtances we behold this malignant diſ- a 


poſition producing the moſt direful effects. ; No man, 


as has bees ſaid, will profeſs this, and moſt deceive 1 


themſelves by imputing their conduct to other mo- 


tives; but this hidden enmity of the heart againſt holi» | 
neſs has occafioned' the effuſion of all the righteous: 
blood which has been ſhed upon the earth. We find 


it operating in a lower degree conſtantly among men. 


Their eyes are evil, becauſe God is good. They envy a 


PEI 


others, their character, their gifts, and even their oO. 


nefs, as far as it tends to promote reputation. Cain 
cared nothing for the approbation of God his ſole de: 
ſire was to be eſteemed of men. He would have been 8 
willing, on this account, that they ſhould have though 
5 him chiefly beloved of Heaven ; and therefore, when. 
God publicly gave a token. in favor of his bouts he 7 = 
was provoked to deſperate wrath. & „ Jef 7 8 


ho, 3 


He talked with Abel 6 brother ; e in „ 
| friendly manner, the better to conceal his ere 
whether by way of expoſtulation on imagined ityuries' ; 
or whether i in inſulting language to provoke 


tm, th 4 gs i . 
ſeeking, an excuſe to kill him, is not certain. It i is . Y 
be ha chat! in the Hebrew n the wards, talk FA 


3 \ 
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ſeems to imply farther matter. The Greek verſion 
ſupplies it with the words, Let ur go out into Ihe feld. 5 
In the Jewiſh writings, is added the converſation 
which ſhould have paſſed in the field; and Cain is ſup- 
poſed to have ſaid, that * there was no judgment, nor- 
"judge, nor other world to come, nor good reward for 
juſtice, nor vengeance for wickedneſs, and more to 
che ſame purpoſe; all which Abel contradicted, and 
then Cain ſlew him. Whatever might have been the 
| ſubje& and the nature of their diſcourſe, we are told, 
that when they <vere in the field, whither Cain might 
have enticed the other, or where he waited an oppor- 
tunity to find him, removed from the ſight and inter- 
poſition of any of the family; there, hurried on by 
| - his diabolical paſſions, he ſtretched forth his hand 
; and flew him; there the envious and 2 furious mon- 
iter, with a ſtone, club, or ſome other inſtrument, 
3 es ſhed the blood of a man—of a righteous man—of a 
brother: there was the new. earth firſt ſtained with hu- 
| wan, gore, and death firſt entered after fin, and began 
| its horrid depredation on human kind. It did not 
make a flow and gradual approach, but the tempter 
who ſeduced men, inſtigated them to inflit by: vio- / 
. lence death upon one another.—If any enquire why ; 
p God | ſuffered Cain to live when guilty of murder, a a 
En which Was afterward, 20s the divine wy, be, f 
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DEATH O ABEL 9 


ed with death B. and what was the mark which was 
ſet upon him? To the firſt, it may be anſwered briefly, | 
that the ſmall number of men as yet upon the earth, 
| might be a reaſon why his life was prolonged ; and 


that he might notwithſtanding be puniſhed by the an- : 


guiſh of his mind, and afford an awful warnin g to others. . 
As to the ſecond, it is a matter rather of curiolity, 
than of inſtruction. If i it were ſome mark on his bo- 
dy, or any token by which he was diſtinguiſhed, God 
hath not revealed what it was, and it does not concern 
us to know. The conjectures have been various, and 
many of them too fanciful to mention. It is thought, | 
by ſome learned commentators that the —_ ought to 
be rendered thus: God 2 a fign before Cain, to per- 
ſaade him, that whoever ſboula ind bin ſhould not kill 


bim. Agreeably to this tranſlation, which i is counte- f 
| 8 by the Septuagint, and ſeems natural and obs 


vious enough, the meaning is, that God, in order to 

convince Cain that no one ſhould be permitted to W 
him, gave him a ſign, or wrought a miracle before. 
him, If this interpretation b be not admitted, but ſome 
| external, mark 18 thought to has always accompanied 


him, it is unedifying t to waſte our time in the purſuit of . 
what is uncertain, and reſpecting which there has been 
ſuch a diverſity. of opinions.— When this hiſtory is | 
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can give us true and N fatisfaction. „ 
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2 omplexly, it gives riſe to * following re- 


1 OY How often are e parents miſtaken as to the 


future character and condition of their children ! ! From. 


the names given to theſe two, it would appear, that 


much higher hopes were entertained of the one than 


of che other; and yet, in n proceſs of time, the caſe was: 


exactly reverſed. He of whom leaft was expected, 
was amiable in his temper and righteous in his conduct; 
was a comfort to his parents and approved of God; 

while the other, at firſt a favorite, cauſed exceeding 


| grief by abandoning himſelf to the commiſſion of wick- 
edneſa. This ſhows alſo the danger and folly of ma- 
| Ling partial diſtintions between children ; and ought 


to excite to a careful performance of every duty to- 


Wurde them, depending vpon the bleſſing of God for 
| ſucceſs. Without the concurrence of his providence | 
they will become neither good nor great ; but this does 

not ſuperſede the neceſſity and advantage of human 
_ endeavors. In this, as in all other things, we ought, 
to adhere ſtrictly to duty, leaving the event wholly u 


God. Sometimes our hopes may be diſappointed, and 
again our fears may be removed; but it is only a con- 


fciouſneſs of having faithfully performed our part t A 


DEA H „ AB M 
SzconvLy, How great the danger of indulging in- 
ful paſſions) We know not to what length they may 
hurry the ſubjects of them. It is not to be ſuppoſed 
that Cain's anger became, all at once, ſo ungovernable, 

or that he meditated at firſt the deſtruction of his bro- 
ther; but that his paſſions encreaſed by conſtant ) ins | 
dulgence ; that ſuſpicion grew into coldneſs ; colds * : 
neſs into hatred or envy, which kindled at laſt into je- 
lous rage. When 2 hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
In; and fin, when it it 3s fingſhed, bringeth forth death * 
Happy are they who obtain the maſtery over their paſs 
fions in younger life, or who are enabled by grace to 
ſubdue them! When theſe uſurp dominion over res- 
ſon, they are, in their effects, moſt pernicious to otheing | 
and render the ſubjeRs themſelves completely miſera- 
ble. As all require care, fo particu! ly, are the aps 
proaches of a ſullen, diſcontented and envious diſpoſis | 
tion to be avoided. Perſons grow diffatisfied with the 
dealings of providence, with the proſperity and happi- 
neſs of others, and by conſtantly brooding over their 
own misfortunes, ſoon become incapable of taſting the 
comforts of life. Satan, who ever watches for the rus. 
in of ſouls, takes this . of ſuggeſting . 
tations to chem. + | EIS . 80 


us worde uſed by the 3 biltorian \ Ea 5 5 88 
toy _ few, but highly as Eds of ne te mx e a 5 hs 
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Cain war very wroth, and his countenance fell.* He 
' eould not diſſemble his reſentment. It was viſible in his 
NY | . countenance. Anger, at firſt, burned on his cheek and 
= : 5 darted from his eye; it gradually ſettled into looks 
betokening envy, melancholy and diſcontent. He 
wore no cheerful ſmiles of complacence = he ſought no 
company; but, wakeful at night, fled to the deſolate 
wood, torn with the horrors of a ſtill more dark and de- 
ſolate mind. This temper, thus indulged, drove him 
to commit the atrocious deed; and is a dreadful warn- 
ing to all to reſiſt the onſet of ſinful paſſions, and to 
cheriſh by every mean, benevolence to all men. WWho- 
ſoever, Jays the Apoſtle John, doth not righteouſneſs it 
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For 
| 1 4s the meſſage that ye have heard. from the beginning, | 
$3 "IEF that we ſbould love one another. Not as Cain, who was f 
2 that wicked oue, and ſlew. bis brother. As we ouglit 
do cheriſh benevolence to all mankind, ſo eſpecially, / ; 
E ought thoſe who are connected by ties of blood, to live | 
together 1 in peace and amity. Contentions among 
ſuch cauſe ſhame and grief, expoſe, them to the cen- 
- ſure of the worls, and pro a fruitful Nes of ny. 
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- pen, We are not to ſubd of the ſpecial EY 
1 of God towards men, by their long continuance and 
= e in this world. The life 1 e 1 


4 g Van 3. 5 3 I t John in. IT. 12. 
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DEATH or ABEL 13 


| 1 was indeed vanity. He was eruelly murdered in his = 
prime and vigor, while wicked Cain ſurvived to build a 


city, He who confines his views entirely to this world, 
would be ready to doubt of a providence which directs 


and governs the affairs of men; but if he take into 


conſideration a future ſtate, in which good men are per. 


fectly happy, he will praiſe Abel dead more than Cain 


living. He will ſee that God is 
righteous. This ſeems to be the true meaning of 
theſe words of the Apoſtle on this ſujet, By it, he 
being dead, yet ſpealeth ; * that is, by the teſtimony 
which he received from God, that he was righteous, 


| though he was ſlain, yet he is an evidence that GG“ R?! 
rewards the righteous. Seeing he was not rewarded Ob : 


in this world, it follows, that he had his reward in the 


other. This, perhapdl 3 is the real ſpirit of the words; n 5 5 2 


though they likewiſe imply that Abel is ſtill celebra· 
ted for his faith, and loudly proclaim that only * can 
| render us ON to God. 


2 


Was we behold:; in 3 death * Abel = firſt gla- 5 


ring inſtance of human depravity, we behold alſo the 
grace and power of the Redeemer promiſed to man. 
- : The ſoul of Abel, ſo far as we know, was the firſt that 
3 was perfectly waſhed and fanctißed in the name of 


can. and by the rok of Got * *Airft Aer 
2 "Heh. xi. TY 0 LY "3791 5 * . . 
* : > EO * 


F. | 4 
* 


* 


into'the paradiſe ab ove, and began there this js bg 


i Uno him that loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins in 


Bir own Blood. le early ſaw and felt the dire effects 


of ſin on this earth, and ſurely God was good i in grants 


ing him ſo ſoon a releaſe from what muſt have been 2 
Lag and weariſome pilgrimage, | 


Ts is the win of faith which often ale n . 


the death of the righteous. Me look at the things which 
are feen, and æubich are tempotal, / Were there no other 


Rate than the preſent, we might well ſorrow as thoſe 


who have no hope 3 but when we conſider that here is 


hot the place of our abode, and that the righteous en- 
ter upon an infinitely better ſtate, it ſhould filence our 


> grief. Their death may be loſs to us, but it is gain 
to them. Faith looks not for Abel i in the field of 


blood, but Tees him, i in a glorious company of 228 175 ; 
around the throne of God. 55 | 


Ones Gus” We lears, that i it is faith which rens 


Bers our perſons and ſervices acceptible to God. The 4 


| firſt pair in innocence were acceptable to him on ac- 


count of their perſonal obedience 5 but after their fall 


they could. be ſaved only by Faith. In this way Abel | 


was righteous, and his ſacrifice was e He be. 2 
lieved the promiſes of God, and relied on. the merits of * 


. ne. i. 5. 


DEATH or ABEL. ; 


| Chriſt, who was the _ Alain wo the 


the * + 
On this faith, we, my brethren, ; 55 be „ 

if ever we be ſaved. We have now the cleareſt diſco- 

veries of that method of ſalvation which the patriarchs % 


and prophets ſaw but dimly. We have found him of * 
whom Moſes in the law and the prophets did write, e- 
fus of Nazareth, the fon of Foſeph.* Faith is that act 
by which we receive him for our ſalvation. Be ] per- 
| ſuaded to ſeek this faith; to aſk it of God, whoſe gift 
it is; to apply to the blood of ſprinkling, for cleanſing” 
from all your guilt, It ſeaketh better things than that of 
Abel. Entreat alſo the influences of the holy Spirit 
to renew and purify your hearts. We have no righte- . 
ouſneſs of our own to recommend us. God will be well 3 


pleaſed with us, only for the ſake of Chriſt his fon. In 


. 


a 4 


him there i is eomplete redemption. a 


Te this foundation [I the pardon and favor of G d 
1 wiſh to lead you in the cloſe of this diſcourle a d 
to leave you with this impreſſion, that without faith i 5 
ts impoſſible to pleaſe bim. I Though you may never feel, 
like Cain, the turbulence and guilt of helliſh paſſions; 85 1 
nay, though you may be amiable in your natural diſpo - 
dition 3 affeRtionate to your relatives; ind as 

* Le b 48. 0 ca Xii. . # Heb. b. xi, 6 „„ . 75 
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courteous in a your behaviour to all; yet, unleſs you be 
united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by faith, as the living 
principle of a holy obedience, you will pot with righte- | 
ous Abel meet the final approbetion of your Maker 


and d Judge. 


* 
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: : I * 7 | 1882 0 5 bs % 


CHARACTER anD TRANSLATION. 
or ENOCH. 1 


Grxksts v. 24. 


And EN oc walked with Gop, end e * for N 8 
-OUR attention has _ lately calledtothe chars: 15 135 I 
ter . death of the righteous Abel; with which. 5 
was 9 the hiſtory of Cain, as far as it related. 
to the ofher, I ſhall not follow the Fagilive and vaga-· 


bond, or ſhow the horrors of mind which Nh 


bis guilt ; and that though God ſuffered him to live, 
yet it was for an awful ſpectacle to deter others on 
the * crime. 5 Leys 
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Tur lacred Unc, after mentioning the Place” 
whither Cain wandered, and the i invention of ſeveral? arts 
by his deſcendants, drops them i in oblirion, except 


fone brief account of their « extreme e LI 7 
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wall _ the hy 10 to 1 its evil incluations a : 
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7 manners, influring at length, by intercourſe, the wor- 


ſhippers of the true my and producing: a WY COr- 


Ee 


In this chapter, be gives the genealogy of the firſt 


: ten Patriarchs. Among theſe, Exocn is particularly 
| celebrated for his eminent piety and extraordinary end. 
He was the ſeventh perſon in a dire line from Adam, 


by Seth who was a ſubſtitute for Abel; and he is thus 
diflinguiſhed from Enoch the ſon- of Cain, and the 


third perſon in the other line. He ſtands next to Abel 


in that catalogue recorded in the epiſtle to the He- 


| brews; and is mentioned with approbation i in the epiſl 
EE; 4 J ude. 


"wa 1 offer chemſclre to our conſiderations = | 


; this ſubject; Ps 22 


rue, The piety of Enoch; t walled with Cod. 1 


ay His won nt or \theremard of 


0 hs piety one nee 


5 e more Sit uſed in 


| ſcripture to point out the conduct or manner of life, a 


than this taken from the motion of the body, and called 3 


It ſignifies a good or a bad life, accord» 
ing to the manner in which i it is connected. Thus, to : 


"TRANSLATION or ENO H. 19 
and to wall in the ways or ee God, i is 
carefully to obſerve them. The propriety and force of: 
the metaphor need not be particularly ſhown ; it is 
perhaps more eaſily conceived than explained. We : 
can hardly expreſs ourſelves on ſpiritual ſubjects bot 
by alluſion to material things. The phraſe to walk 
evith, or before God, is deſigned to expreſs a ſingular 
and eminent degree of picty, manifeſted by a TOO 
and uniform conduct; by : a perſevering progreſs in all 
the ways of a holy obedience. The fame rds are 
uſed in deſcribing the character of N boah. , Noab was 
a juſt man, and Perſec in his generations, and Noah. 
walked with God. The command of Almighty God : 
to Abram was, Walk before me and be thou perfes.+ ; 
And this was the reſolution of the Pſalmiſt, after his 
experience of divine goodneſs, 1 will wall be fore the. 
Lord.: We are to underitand then, that Enoch. gave, 


evidence of a life peculiarly and rem arkably devoted. to -Þ 
the ſervice of God. Let us inquire what i 18 ne 3 
py charaQter,—It i 1s, proper. to obſerve, - 


Hl 
2 
— —— e 


: 


e That Wort: © was the ſubject of f faith 5 in the RE : 


Redeemer. The Apoſtle, when ſhowing, on purpoſe, 1 1 
the glorious effects of faith, mentions him as an exam- — 


| ple among many... He declares that Enoch had this. 
2 nony, that he pleaſed God ꝙ and immediately adde, 
den. . Kaen, „ 15 . 


"YE — 


5 


8 
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Without fit it is impoſſible to pleaſe him. What diſco- 


veries he had of the way of ſalvation cannot be known. 


Though they were, in many things imperfe&, compa- | 
red with thoſe which believers have under the goſpel, 


yet, we know that his perſon muſt have been accepted 
as righteous, only through the merits of a Saviour who 


was promiſed, and that faith in him was the living 
P rinciple from which his obedience flowed. No ſinner ; 


can be admitted to the favor of God but through the 


Mediator, and no ſinner will love and ſerve God with- 
out hopes of his pardoning mercy. Enoch was the 


ſubject of faith, and his heart was changed and ſancti- 


fied by the ſpirit of God, otherwiſe he could not have | 
walked with him. Can two wall 5 except 4 19 
be agreed ? * 


— We 
Ar! is of the «eve importance that we attend to 


. chis in delineating every religious character, leſt we err 
in bullding on a falſe foundation. It ought to be in- 


culcated firſt and laſt, that true holineſs in man is 
attainable only in the way which God, i in his infinite 


7 | -goodnels, hath. provided. The religion of nature, 


5 wough Food in itlelf, i is now defedtive ue ee 5 


for ſalvation, 


StconvLy, Enoch did not join in the wicked deri- 


| 'ces and jig of the men of. his age 5 1 he v was n : 


* 
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fn * Amos il. . 9 3 or ph GH dM 
* . "a IB 4 % 3 
: 4 . 4 
- * Fg 


BY 


2 TRANSLATION or ENO CH. 


rupted by theſe. Their example did not nk be. 
| aſide, but, on the contrary, excited his indignation and, 
abhorrence. This ſhowed his piety to be ſincere, and 


made it the more conſpicuous. He aſſociated with. Me 


thoſe WhO adhered to the true worſhip | of God, of 


whom, there were in his day, till a number ; 1. nat he. 1 


oppoſed, with all his might, that torrent of wickedneſs, 


which began to overſpread the earth, Ever ſince the 


beginning, even in times of the greateſt and moſt. 
general corruption of manners, God hath raiſed up 
witneſſes for himſelf. There have been thoſe who ; 
vindicated his bonor, and were obedient to his will; ; 7 


thoſe who bore teſtimony againſt the degeneracy 28 ? 


the world, and let a noble example before it. The 


more profligate the day in which they lived, the more. ; 


diſtinguiſhed: indeed, has been their pious, zeal ; nor is 


the benefit of eminent men confined to their own gene- 


ration, but extends to all future ages. Such, was 
5 Enoch and this leads me to e 


* 4 
# 5 
4 1 


12 the third 1 That with courage and zeal 2 


admoniſhed and reproved others, endeavoring g their 


reformation. It appears from the epiſtle of Jude, that 


he was a prophet, and diſcharged his office with great 
boldneſs and faithfulneſs. The words are, And Enoch | 


alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, prophefied of theſe, lie, 
Behold the Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his ſaints, to 


- "wit 1 bon 9287 and to convince all AY ot un- 5 
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godly among them of all their ungodly deeds, avhich they 
have ungodly committed, and of all. their hard ſpeeches, 
- which ungodly finners have ſpoken againfl him.* There 
was formerly extant what was ſuppoſed to be the pro- 
pheey of Enoch, and which was highly heed, by 
the ancients ; but, it is now thought to have been the 
work of ſome later hand; and that the Apoſtle did 
not quote this paſſage from any book, but, by inſpira- 
tion, ſpeaks of Enoch as having been a prophet, and 
as having denounced the judgments of God againſt Ge 
wickedneſs of the times. Holding this publie ſtation, it 
became his duty to teach the will of God, and . 
1 as from him, the vengeance which would overtake hs | 
godly finners. Every pious character, indeed, will be | 
attentive not only to his own conduct, but anxious for 
that of others; and will contribute, as far as in his power, 
: the promotion of religion. He will be actuated with 
a zeal for the glory of God, and a tender concern for 
= the welfare of his fellow-men. White ſome are called by 
their Ration to bear a public teſtimony, all who walk 
with God, will exert their [influence for him, and feel 
themlches deeply ivtereled info port g and recom- 


| gig ; Sake n 3 . a8 bg | 
5 always i in the preſence, and under the obſervation of: 8 | 
puter. ae RES 
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| righteous God. This is, no doubt, an important 5 
thing in the defeription of his character. He walked 
wwith God ; that is, the. whole of his Sa was or- | 
dered as in his ſight not only that part of it which 
was viſible to men, but the very thoughts and defires | 
of his heart, as being all open to the divine inſpection. 3d 
This would lead him to ſet a ſtrict guard on his heart | 
| and fe; it would influence him both in his private and 5 
public character; z it would enſure the faithful diſcharge 
of all the duties ot his ſeveral relations; 3 and it would : 
bring him to commit his ways to God, truſting i in his | 
protection, and acquieſeing in all the, he) polls, of his 5 
providence. W 1 L 2 
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Hs who contanly reiizes the pritence'&> Got" 
will be chiefly defirous to pleaſe hw: He will not be N 
ſo much ſolicitous what men will think or fay, as how : 
he ſhall approve. himſelf to the great Judge of all. 
This i is the conſideration which prevails in his wind . 
and directs his actions; and perhaps ne hing more . 
certainly marks a pious temper: - What i 18 ; the ſecret 
motive of all our conduct? Is it chat we may Sin a” 
name and confidence | among men? Or, is it that we” 19 0 
may have the approbation of God ? When mw” 5 
ged i in the cor oO of hm een what is it that 
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* ourſelves: as ſtanding only before men “. Oi do we con- 
ſider ourſelves as in che preſence of a great and holy 
God? The firſt is the principle of action in the forma- 


lift and hypocrite ; the laſt, of him who loves the | 


+ Lord. The Phariſces, of old, performed their duties 
to be ſeen of men, that they might have glory of them; „ 
but our bleſſed Saviour directs us to regard ſupremely | 
| the approbation of our Father who feeth i in fecret, and | 
will judge us according to our real character. Though 


he pious man is not totally regardleſs of the opinion 
- of others, yet he wiſhes ever to preſerve a good con- 


ſcience before God; and though he may ſometimes 
be improperly ſwayed by the ſentiments of the world, ö 
yet the glory of God is his great deſign. As long as 
he walks with God, he ſeeks this principally, and all 
other things a1 are of Wer concern, . 


. 


rr relpeet to Fusch, che Apoll Aube us, that 
| he Pleaſed God. To. whatever ridicule his Gogularity | | 
| might have expoſed him, and however gratin 8 ths | 


counſels and reproofs might have . to finners, he 
zequitted himſelf before God, and obtained from him 
"an » honorable teſtimony. Let me = only add, 


2 
. 
1 


3 That Enoch maintained conſtant com - 
munion with God; and in this ſenſe, is ſaid to have 
walked d with him, He n. attefided: the! pap lic 
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aNemblies fog worſhi ip, and all the otdininons of divine 
inſtitution... He embraced the opportunity of going 5 
into the ſpecial preſence of God, and bowing before 
him. He obſerved times of examining his own heart 3 

of placin 8 himſelf as in the immediate fi ght of God, 
and pouring out his ſupplications to him. Whether 

in private or publie; in the houſe, or oy the maſs his 
heart was with God, e 


Non was 45 a as to thoſe methods i in which 
God then revealed his will to mes; by heavenly meſ- 
ſengers, dreams and viſions. In theſe ways he learned 3 
the divine will and was obedient to it. Theſe have, | 4 
long fince ceaſed, and are not now to be expected; but | 4 
there is till enjoyed converſe or communion with God, 12 
by the deſires of the heart going out to him, aud bx; 
his manifeſtations of himſelf. Piety is the ame 
every age, though the diſpenſations be different. 
| 'There are always the ſame adoring views. of the per- 0 
fections of God and the ſame deſire of conformity to 
him. Wuen a perſon has great and conſtant diſcore- 3 
ries of divine things, and his heart is continually under 4 4 
the influence of them, he is ſaid to walk wich God 3 : 

aud "= was s the _ ee, of Enoch. 
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they will be found in every nity RY T he * 
the exereiſes may not be in the ſame degree, wil | | 
vill be of the fame nature. This patria N Is 
; vored above many other ſaints, in the ge 2 
conſtancy of them ; for he walled with 

ceed now, 5\ "5 


t pre B. theſe won! to 
| gg no more "ey is { d * and early death; or, 
as if they informed tis oi bo of his ſhort life when com- 
. pared with the other | triar 


chan three hundred and 

very evident from the x 2 the ite 0 to the He 

vell as bis ſoul into 2 ik do the: Ma 
with the prophet Eh. By faith Enoch was tranfla» - 
San nada airmen fn, 
becauſe: God had, tranſlated him, * . 
are told plainly, that he dene ed. There was 
no ſeparation of bis ſoul from his intra makes 
cs led death, | cle pans; + 


8 55 


| * as one r jaftly Gerd, if's we e interpeſ 
the words to — his e e ne 
2 — . T | | 3 


& 8 


. 2; 1 
N By: at Y 0 Jogy or nition in n them, } ga was not, for 
0 n; that is, be died, for God removed bim by 
Bi bf interpreted the other way, they have 
15 ty and force. He war not; he conti- 
no loi pon this earth; he was not to be 
found either ig the living or the dead, for God 
tool him; con 0 3 red : his whole perſon into Heaven. 
There is no need t ; | yell longer upon this, the words 
which have 2 Kfrom the New Teſtament be- 
ing ſufficiently clear ak es ch They are the beſt 
and the only comment wii can be admitted. Sy 
was pleaſed as a reward of ¶ & ſingular and remarkable 
piety of Enoch, and for off Friſe robe, to on. 
this great token of his k, to hin-. 


Ix what manner he wat | Mt 2 cen ap! is not 10858 
We know that at the aſcenfiſ er our Lord 2 
received him, and that Elijah w 
and chariats fre. In ſome 4 
ceive that Enoch, by the m try of angels, was raiſed 
from earth and carried into Heavenly 8 mortal being 
changed. into immortality, and his 150 Xt 
incorruption in a moment, in he zy 
eye, ſimilar to the change which ſhall p 8 als 
bound give when the trumpet hal found. 
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"As his tranſlation would be a | convind 
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.. it was W and ie ; at leaſt, that there were 
à number of eredible witneſſes ho could atteſt it. 
By this God aſſured them of a future and immortal 
ſtate of bliſs; where the bodies as well as the ſouls of 
the righteous ſhould dwell and be forever happy. Such 
an example they needed, when we conſider that they 
had ſeen the body of righteous Abel return to the 
duſt; and that about fifty-ſeven years. before this, 
Adam, the father of all living, had yielded his breath, 
and his body had been ſorrowfully committed to the 
ground, out of which it had been taken. _ God, who 
ſuits his diſpenſations to the neceſſities of his people, 
gave them, therefore, an inſtance of a human body tn- . 
| umphing over death, and prepared to inherit everlaſting | 
83 Joys. He thus ſupported them under their fears, ani- 
8 d theix 2 and. yen gthened their faith, 


tranſlation of Enoch may - Are Ur aut; : ig 
dere as * confirmation of his miſſion. Admitting 
" that he wrought no miracles while he lived, his extra- 
rdinary removal from earth, was an evidence, that he 
was a true ee and that the things which he had 
1 red, req! ure the moſt ſerious attention and  confi- | 
— of men. Amidſt the general corruption of 
the age, it loudly teſtified, that there is God who 
; eech on the e earth, and who will reward the righte. - 


TRANSLATION or EN OH. ma 
I - SuFFEn me now to turn your . to ſome re- 
1 n e PyE: 85 i | 
Finds; We learn, 5 it is piety which: gives any 
charakter a real value. | There are traditions which. 
aſcribe to Enoch great. learning, and knowledge ; but 
whatever might have been the natural and acquired | 


endowments of his mind, = is 8 in a the Tap A 


* . 


ths will of God. © For this he ; ney on n record and is. 
| e ee, JJ een 23g I 


* 
- 


” 
- 


" Tus AT. 2 acquirements are to be e ſought, and 
are ſerviceable | to mankind, 15, no doubt, true. 15 We | 
condemn not the race of Cain for building gjties, and. | 


for the 1 invention of the arts of civilized life but when... : 45 


theſe e are ſeparated from an attention. to. .the futies — 


Ce religion, we cannot Praiſe their characters, | nor think | 


them happy. It is infinitely better to be good than | 
to be great; to have the favor of God than to colt. 
mand the world. Though extraordinary gifts 7 may 
. excite. the admiration and envy of 1 men, yet they areof : 
bitle a account in his eyes, who. ſeeth not as man ſeetk. | 
And of what advantage are they to the poſſeffor, whe. 
he muſt leave all earthly ſcenes forever ? Can they 8 


bim admiſſion i into the . of Heaven ? No; * 
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f — no man bal fre the Lord. * While we 


acknowledge this truth, it ſhould, at the . time, af - 
ford us conſolation. Few can expect to attract the | 
notice of men, but all may obtain the favor and appro- 
bation of God, by faith i in the Saviour, and a life de- 
voted to his ſervice. | Let this then, my brethren, be 
the main object of our purſuit; this, the height at 
which our ambition aims. We ſhall, thus, be truly 


great here, and etern all happy hereafter, EP 


In the ſecond back We ſee how different are the 


| dealings of God with reſpect to the removal of bis peo- 


ple from this world. As in treating of the death of 
Abel, it was obſerved, that we muſt not judge of the 
ſpecial favor of God towards men, on account of their 
long continuance and proſperity on earth ; that Abel 
was early cut down, while Cain ſurvived ; ſo i it may be 
obſerved here, that the circumſtances attending the 
death of the ſaints themſelves are various. Abel ſuf- 


| fered a violent death, but Enoch was tranſlated. 


Though Cain might be miſcrable while he lived, and 


his very living be a puniſhment for his crime, yet as his 
caſe compared with Abel's afforded ſome foundation | 
for a remark which is, in itſelf, certainly juſt; fo the 


tranſlation of Enoch compared with the murder of 


Abel affords foundation for this remark no leſs juſt ; 


unt the time and manner of death to the aue e. 


Heb, zii. 24. 
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TRANSL TION « or ENOCH. 3 7 
ceedingly various. Some die early, others live longs, 


ſome die ſuddenly, others. linger. under diſeaſe. and 1 
pain. None ought to expect an exemption from the | 
cvils neceſſarily attendant on the ſtate of mortality; 

N nor ought they to be very folicitous about chem. We | | 

may not chooſe the time, nor the manner of our 14 1 ä 9 


but leave theſe to the direction of a wiſe and merciful 
God, being aſſured that, if we love bim, it | ſhall be well . 
with us, Mare when and how it vill. 1 | | 


„ 


Mosr men | to wink at the vaghts of kid. 
den death, and to deprecate its coming upon them N 
unawares; 1 and yet to the pious man, it is certainly a 
favor. Hei is freed from tedious pains, from the fears 2 
of diſſolution, and from the diſtreſs of weeping friends. | 
Like Enoch, he ſees 1 not death, when the tranſition i 10 
almoſt imperceptible from this earthly tabernacle to the A 
houſe i in Heaven. —The reaſon why i it 18 dreaded i is, be- 
ſides the natural averſion, a conſciouſneſs of unſitnels 
to appear before a holy God. The great concern 5 
then is, to labour for Aa ſtate of habitual preparation 3 1 
to be found i in- the commiſſion of no fn, and i in the 15 ; 
omiſſion of no duty; to walk with God; to commune E I 
with him upon earth; to have our loans. g i t and our : - 
| lg burning ; that ſo we may. be ready to go forth to 0 | ” 


meet 2 i om eee | Pe 


32 "CHARACTER An 
of all others the moſt unexpected, inſtead of ſurpriſe 
| 85 pack and joy will attend us. 1 


| "Tu IRDLY, Yet this fubjeRt be improved — way of 
examination into our own characters before God. The 
deſcription of Enoch's character i is a deſeription of 
true religion. Perſons often give peace to their con- 
ſciences, by alledging that the ſame degree of grace 
; Found i in the ſaints recorded in ſcripture, i is not neceſ- 
ry nor attainable by all. Beware of deception on 
this head; for it is always, a bad fign when perſons reſt 
in any attainments, or what they ſuppoſe a ſufficiency 
of grace to ſecure their happineſs. This temper is op- 
poſed to the very nature of true grace, which reaches 
forth unto. the things which are. before, and: preſſes 
towards pe | fection itſelf. Beſides, grace 18 always diſ- 
tinguiſhed by. 1 the ſame marks, and attended, i in ſome 
: degree, by the ſame exerciſes. It is not one thing -i in 
Enoch, another in David, another i in the Apoſtle Paul, 
and ſtill another in the Chriſtian at this day. It inva- 


 riably, in every age, done in obedleice to the laws 
of God, from a principle of love to him, and aſſurance 
of his favor Jhrongk the merits of the Redeemer. 


e we tenſor to think; that/» we are the e ed. 
4 faith in Chriſt ? ? That we are conformed in heart to 
God? D Do we abſtain from all the ways of. ſin ? And 


; 4 "ou 3 © far a6 we have ae * t 


„ 7 E 
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endeavour to reform tranſgreſſors? Do we ah as a 
the preſence and under the obſervation of God! 2 Do 7 Bi 
ve ſeck communion with him in his word and in his 
1 | ordinances ? Surely theſe things are true of every child 
ef God. Are they true of us? Be afraid, my bre- 
thren, leſt any of you be deceived i in this matter. Pray 
to God to ſearch and try you; to teach you both 

| your danger and your ee while "mw are RE | 
OO Ig en OR - I PRI 


*, 


| Aras! A hes not anc who ſeldom ak 0 
in their thoughts? Who behold the works of his bande, . 
enjoy the bounties, of his providence, and never lift 
their hearts to the benclicell Author of all? Are dere 
not many who live in peace, if they ean keep their fins. 
concealed from men? Who, if they can-ſup Zart 2 . 
unblameable character with others, are not tente 

to maintain purity of mind? Were you to be judged 
by men, this might avail you; but remember that 

God ſearcheth the heart and trieth the reins. No dif | 
guiſe can cover from him; no darkneſs through which 
his e does not penetrate. Are there evils Which 
men are aſhamed to commit. before the ſun? Faint © Be 
image of its Maker! Do you ſhun' the face of day? 

And will you not regard God who! is light,” and in © 
whom is. 20 darkneſs at all Sinner, be eee, 
while ee 27985 ol the N to acguaint 


* 


3 


= CHARACTER av», 


now with Goch and be at peace with him ; that good 

may come unto you. Behold his glory i in the Heavens 

above and in the earth beneath. Behold it eſpecially, 

in the face of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. Out of him God 

zs a conſuming fire to the workers of iniquity ; but in 

hum he can be reconciled to you; and while his juſ- 

tice is ſatisfied, his mercy be extended to the guilty 

and miſerable. Betake yourſelves without delay to 

this bleſſed door of hope opened unto you in the ever. 
bing _ 


To CONCLUDE, — K far do thoſe of 1 my bre- | 

£: tba. who have devoted yourſelves to God, come + f | 

| of what you ought to be! What ground of ſhame, i} 
| that you are ſo much e! with the ſentiments of 


5 en end coyenr.daty,! 
: 7 Vo. exhorted to double your diligence. Cultivate an 
= lion of the divine preſence, as the beſt preſerva- 9 
tire ee temptation, the ſureſt ſupport under afflic- 1 
| tion, and the ſtrongeſt motive to Heth. Be encoura- 1 
ged by the promiſes of God, by what he hath done 
i | for his people from the beginning, and by the glorious 
reward in proſpett, to perſevere amidſt all the difficul- 
| ties to which you are expoſed. The grace of God is 
ſufficient for you. Jeſus Chriſt - will make you. more 
OJ khan *. How . the time, when * 


5 1 - 


Lord bimſelf ſhall deſeend from heaven with a ſhout, with 
the voice of the arch-angel, and with the trump of Cod, 


oe /ball be caught up together with them in the clouds e 


meet the Lord in the air. Then innumerable belicors, 


WV herefore, comfort one another with theſe wordt. 


* I Theſſ. iv. 16. 5. 18. 


TRANSLATION or NOR 1 


when the dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt, and thoſe which are. 


| Hike Enoch, ſhall aſcend to be ever with the Lord. | 
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e Gun, 4 % %% vk 15h 5 


And Noan 1 to 124 an $a ad} ak be Hinted & an 
A1 be drank * vine — mn Tas unccwere 


RE choice of theſe words would ſeem Ft | 
—_ were it not in proſecution of a plan to del i neate 
certain e e in the ſcriptures. "Thoſe ancie nt. 
worthies Abel and Enoch, have already paſſed i in re · 
view; and the next preſented to our particular attention 
is Noan, the venerable father of that race of men which. 


repoppl the earth after os food. The n 


"Ye ans 


ä r to nd on the 3 af men, but Nane 
if rightly improved, it will afford an tafiroire leſſon. 
While the virtues of others call for out imitation, their. 
ſerve to warn us ol danger. Had v we fi 


the deſorption o of his n cha 
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been led to the ſame truths which were ſuggeſted by 
the character of Enoch; for both theſe perſons have 
this excellent teſtimony, that they walked with God.— 
It is not my purpoſe to attend to the hiſtory of the 
food, or to the prophecy of Noah concerning his ſons 
which follows the . now read, * than 15 
8. tend to — 


S 


Noa, the ſon of "EY and the tenth n 

a direct line from Adam, lived at a time when the wick- 
edneſs of men was great and general on the earth. 
Amidſt this almoſt univerſal corruption, he adhered to 
the worſhip of the true God, and exhibited an example 
of piety and virtue. He is called by the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter, a preacher of righteouſneſs. * He, no doubt, in 

words, warned men of the judgments which their fins }; 

would bring upon them; as well as by the building of | 
che ark, in which he was a long time employed; and 
which was a conſtant, and ought to have been an affe | 
ting leſſon on this head, By faith, ſays the Apoſtle, 
Woah being warned of Gad of things not ſeen as yet, moved 
I with fear, prepared an ark to the ſaving of hi bouſe 3 Ly 


tte which he condemned the wer and became heir "of the | 


- righteouſneſs which is by faith. ” kis righteous , 


4 fon, hen. found faror in the eyevof the 


22 Ne. is. 5 te al. 7 F 


„. 


Py 


Ahe was directed to take into dhe ark; while all the 
reſt of le nn" and Oe e creature vere de- 


„ aug waters ** ſubſided, and Noah wh 
come out of the ark, we find an evidence. of his piety. | 
He built an altar and offered ſacrifice, with which God i 
| was pleaſed ; who, beſides ſeveral other inſtances of — 
his kindneſs, promiſed, that all fleſh ſhould no more be 
deſtroyed with water; but that vhile the earth re. 
mained, ſeed-time and har vęſt, and and cold and heat, and 2 
ſummer and winter, and day and 5 0 Should not ceaſe, * 

As a token of this covenant. to all e Got 


ſet his bow in the cloud. >. ; | 3 . of 


| Tux flood had not ls — oth roots or ſeeds as „ 
trees, plants and other vegetables but that when the 
earth was dried, and felt the genial influence of the 
fun, they again ſprang u up. The black and diſmal waſte 
was ſucceeded by verdant ſpors, until the hills and val- - 
lies gradually ſmiled on every ſide. | Noah, invited. by 
pleaſure, as well as led by neceſſity and duty, betook 
himſelf to the cultivation of the ground. He be⸗ 5 
= Rowed a foſtering care on the riſing. Plants, removed - 


them to a more favorable ſituation, and cheriſhed the . F | 


£ owt] of ſuch ; as were moſt ſerviceable to the ſu 


d comfort of life. i be - any e the faced hifto-. 
IM vas. i * c a Dun wia B19 hav. 
7 * | *. Is 
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* be 164-67 whe which we are no 


Iris being often | died? in Wp E ws con- 
tinues, or repeats an action begun formerly. He reſu- 
med that occupation in which he had been employed 
previous to the flood, and was interrupted only during 
the time of preparing the ark. Being a good man, 
he did not lead an idle or inactive life, but contributed 
his ſhare to the welfare of ſociety. " In ancient days 
nothing was eſteemed more honorable, and more wor- 
thy of attention than the art of agriculture. Our firſt 
Parents were placed i in a garden in order to drefe it. 
Noah, che father of the r new world, cultivated a planta- 
tion, and the examples of the greateſt men, and the 
"ons of "the ben writers in e age, aa be 


recs 


3 her: improvements, Noah 5 a vine- 
yard; ; and was Probably the firſt perſon who preſſed 
the] juice from che grape £ ſo as to make wine. f Here, 
we would willingly ſtop, were it ee vith truth 
and duty ; but Moſes, who was afaithful hiſtorian, in- | 
_ forms us, that Noah drank of the wine and was ; drunken. | 


10 pang: the fruit of his labours he went to ſuch exceſs, 


"if 


; - 0 - 
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| CHARACTER OF NOAH. 
with God, and received from him r 


ifo children, Shem Shemand paſte his Ln as. 
far as we can. When perſons have a due ſenſe of them 
ſelves, it will ſoften· their rigour towards others. They 
will be diſpoſed to pity and forbear, rather than to een- 
ſure and condemn... Eſpecially will the fins of the 
profeſſors of religion excite ſorrow. and fear in their 
hearts; ſorrow for the diſhonor. done te God, and 
fear leſt they alſo be.tempted.. ; They will. not rejoice. | 
like the profane, but.mourn the tranſgreſſion, and re; 
ſolve. to put a. donble guard on themſelves... Let us 
then, if we cannot totally excuſe. Noah, , ingemuouſly | 4 
confeſs and lament his crime, and improve it to good 1 f 


= . 


purpoſes. e have offered. ſeveral. pauſes: 5 f 
| . 
fr his conduRt... VVV 18 5 1 


Fier, It Th been: ſaid, that he might have en 
vnacquainted with the. nature and krength or” the: ES 
liquor ; that. though the world was now more than one Ry | 4 
thouſand fix hundred and fifty-lix- gears old, yet wine 8 
d never been made before; or that this was, at lea : 
to bim, the firſt experiment... It i is certainz that thi : 8 
| is che earlieſt account which i is come down to us; and FS 
if this were really the firſt time wine was made, © or the 
ane ever 1 had: oy experience of its nature, 
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the excuſe may be admitted. We cari eaſily conceive 
10w one, who had never taſted any- thing of this kind, 
never felt the effect of it on himſelf, or ſeen it in ano- 
ther, might be betrayed and overcome. we know 
that children become intoxicated in this way, and we 
do not call them drunkards; yea, we bold them, in the 
firſt' inſtance, innocent; eſpecially, if they were not 
forewarned. - A perſon ſeems no more guilty in this 
caſe, than he who unwarily chews a poiſonous herb, 
or drinks a deadly potion. It is to be obſerved alſo, 
that Noah ſtands charged only once j and, if we attend 
to the ſcope of the hiſtorian, his great defign is not ſo 
much to inform us of the drunkenneſs, as of the oce- 
fon on which the Canaanites were curſed. This ex- 
cuſe will receive additional force, if we can believe the 
n tradition, that the vine which Noah planted was 
not of ordinary growth, but had been carried down 
the river out of paradiſe and found by him, Though , 
| indeed, there be a ſimilarity between Adam and Noah, 
the one havin 8 tranſgreſſed by eatin 87 6 and = other 
by drinking the fruit of a tree, and the ſhame of both 
diſcovered, yet we anne certainly infer, that the tree 
2 "of Inowuledge of good and evil was a vine; that i it was of | 
- this kind which Noah found and planted ; and that it 
had a peculiar quality; with which he was entirely unac- 
5 guainted, This i is rather i 2325 1 mens one | 


5 ra wi has little probability. ONE EO 8 
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cafily overcome by reaſon of his age and infirmitiæs 
We know that he came out of the ark in the fix hun. 
dred and firſt year of his age, and that he died when 
he was nine hundred and fifty years old; but, at what 


particular time this affair happened, cannot be Kiowa; 5 


probably 2 confiderable. onal: of ) years after the 
flood. If he were now old, and the 1 vigour of his na- 
ture bad greatly declined, a ſmall” quantity of wine 


would prove injurious to him; 1 if ye confi 


der him as wholly unaccuſtomed to it. Ad £00, t 


he might be allured by the refreſhment and Grits its 


43 
5 ee It has been aid that ne Was the more wh 


which i it would at firſt impart. His infirmities might Y 


encourage the draught, and finding them alleviated, he 
re, which his 


might be 1eq to repeat it to a mea 


frength « could by no means bear. | Tein is found by en- ; 


perience, that in the decay and w 


intoxication is more 7 produced; than d " Ie 


\ 5 8 . 9 
ä y is in its „ tr ae 8, 
1 1 : > 8 9 2 N * N e I 1 
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| led to commit exceſs through the grief 125 melancholy 7 
erledee of the 


of his mind. . „ had had long expe a 


1 
a, 


; wickedneſs of the old world; he had feen th em Tite= 
| 2 aim. es ad at laſt rhe! wa the Dro Judge 
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In this ſituation he n have fought ; his 


; Bur though the temptation, in this reſpect, might 
have been ſtrong, yet it does not acquit him of guilt, 
He ſought conſolation from a wrong. ſource, | To. miſ-. 
fortunes and. depreſſion of mind, is | intemperance in 
men frequently to be aſcribed. Findiny 8. 2 temporary 
relief from their miſcries, or. an. elation of ſpirit, they 
| repeat the draught, until it becomes almoſt neceſſary to 
their happineſs. At. the. fame. time, ſuch are to be 
condemned, who, thus fleeing , from their ſorrows, 
plunge themſelves. into Kill. greater, | and, waſte the 
| flame of life by producing : an immoderate . and unnafu- 
ral heat. Infinitely | better the conduct of thoſe who. 
gage their attention by ſome uſeful buſineſs ; ; and 
„ee thoſe wha ſeek A refuge in dhe . 


on affords . 


* 


Tux is. Se light in which” this conduct of 

Noah has been ſet, and equally inexcuſable ; ; and, that 
is, chat. it happened at A feaſſ made for his. ſons; that 

on the vintage, he aſſembled them in order to rejoice ; ; : 
ang then, after the example of other patriarchs, to bleſs. 
them. This i is placing the temptation to the account. 
af joy. and not of ſorrow... From both theſe enuſes i in- A 


e uh 
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CHARACTER or NOAH. _ 45, 


be n The remembrance bee 

7 had paſſed during the flood ; the ren 
of the face of the earth; the new an con- 
ferred by/Providence'; and a plentiful harveſt may be 

 ſuppoſeSto have filled them with | gladneſs, and. made 
the heart of the ancient patriarch. overflow with joy. 
His i intemperance is ſtill inexcuſable. Though men 
are found to plead feaſts and other joyous occaſions as 
warranting their exceſſes, yet they are guilty before 
God. It can never be lawful to debaſe our nature and 
violate the divine command. Innocence ought erer to | 
unite with cheerfulneſs, and math ration 
— in an . | 


* 


Fo . that ny monl i uſed! Not ere | . cur 
the place where, it is ſaid, that Joſeph's brethren drank | 
and were merry wi him 45 and yet we cannot Ver 

that they indulged themſelyes to exceſs i in the pre : 65 | 51 N 
of him whom-they ſuppoſed to 70 n 0 other than the 
dl Me 5 5 that ile ls c Moſes, as n : 
has been = Mera 8 ! is not e t a0 u ſe 


- 
* 3 
* * 
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s OHARACTER or NOAH, 
which theOinitiates were esel. Ef this opinion be 


4 


mitted, then we are to think, that though he drank 


| freely, and afterwards flept, yet he was not guilty of 
any ſhameful exceſs, and his ſobriety is ſtill unim- 
peached. Fatigued with labour, and worn with the 


infirmities of age, he might have retired from the heat 
of the day, and having taken a plentiful refreſhment, 
laid him down to reſt in his tent; where mantled with 

"me of the vines he had planted, and fanned by the 


breeze, exhauſted nature ſought to recruit itſelf by 


 fleep. How profane the foot that intrudes on his: re- 


den or di : * r 


uren things have been mentioned by way of ex· 
" enfing the patriarch, or alleviating the crime imputed 
to him. The hiſtory is ſo ſhort, that they muſt reſt 


3 . F . chiefly on rey noch Taking the words in their 


en n contain an imputation of guilt, and 
been generally 75 underſtood, whatever palliations 


have been invented. This reflection ſtrikes us here; ; 
that the excuſes offered for him ſhow ANY careful a 
faint ought to bein his walk, and how lamentable when 


1 he falls into groſs fin? The charadter before us was 


f nch. that 1 we are furprized: to find bas og a fain, = 


CHARACTE R or „an 5 
Lr us now ſee What leſſons this part of ſacred . 
tory teaches u 3 06 at 


* 


"Finer: We learn, that a man's character i is not to * 
be determined by a ſingle act, but by the tenor of his 
life. View the general conduct ef Noah before and 
after the flood, and you find it pious. He was a ſub- 
ject of faith in the Redeemer, and devoted to his ſer- | | 
vice. He was a perfe# man; not indeed wholly with 
out fin, for there 18 no ſuch perfe ion on earth; ; but „ E. 
he paid a ſincere and univerſal obedience to the com- 2 ? 
| mands of God. His heart was ſanctified by grace, 3 
and this appeared i in holy actions. The offence of 85 i 1 . 
3 was guilty is a ſpot on his character, but 
does not deface it. The habitual — and practice 


Ir is neceſſary, however, to remark the dany nger of 


| comparing ourſelves with others ; ; or, of what i is -alled . 

4 balancing our virtues againſt our vices for there i is. 

| no perfect Randard but the law of Jod, and one fal- 
ure will as effeQtually « condemn a man, as ten tbouſt * 
To entitle us thergfore, to depend with God, we. 
muſt be united to Chriſt, who hath fulfilled this . 1 
for his rente and 4 IG grace t to enable her a 8 TY 


2 D eee A, . k l | 
* — —— — tC . A EL ak LET * 


do not prove them ungodly. We may not haſtily con- 


and ſhould put us on our guard. Their language is, 
Let him that thinketh he flandeth, take heed left he fall.* 
We inherit the ſame depravity of nature, and. may be 
let to fall into the ſame, or even greater faults. Hare 
we arrived at high degrees of grace? Noah was an 


BY 2 "temptations daily before him. He- notwith- 
5 ſtanding fell, and you may fall likewiſe. He fell in 


a T2 1 Cor x. MV 64 33 97 ho 432 ; Dok + 5 


48 CHARACTER or NOAH: 


demn a man, becauſe in one inſtance. he was blame- 
able, when his converſation on the whole, 1 is Waun to 


1 aa 


5900 WY The be of Noah fhould be a cau- 
tion and warning to us. This i is one reaſon why the 


falls of the ſaints are recorded. They point to danger, 


* 1 TAE 2J.- 
8 


A 
D 


m nent * Have we often withſtood the __ 
temp Noa was incorrupted in the old world 


time of ſecurity. After oppoſing great temptations, : 
he yielded to a ſmall one. Let us therefore not be con- 
gent, but watch and pray. Our enemies are many 
and powerful. We ought tot. on the ee hand, to 
Leite them; ; nor, on the other, i to deſpair of oer 
ms them, trough: the grace 0 of the Redeemer. 1 


13 


5 Nez I iy ny thing wh way 8 to the 
par cular fin of drunkennefs ? Nerd paint it in 1 
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Woords of Solomon, Look not thou upon the wine ben it 


iel arigbt. At the lat it biteth like a ferpent, "and fling- 


ts the commiſſion. of many others; ; for it leaves the 
: perſon defenceleſs and open to temptation. . It i is pu- 


ſeldom known to be forſaken ; and that, when'p 
acquire the habit i in younger life, ſmall hopes remain 


ſome have not improperly called ity feeding. 


thoſe who. give themſelves up. to ſuch thin g, e 
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nA RACTE E R or a E. 0 
true and odiouscoloyrs? The hiſtory of Noah preach. 2 
es loudly 1 to us on this head. It addreſſes us in the 4, 


is red, when it giveth his colour in the cupy when it moveth, by 


A 


eth like an adder;*. Drunkenneſs i is a ſin which leads 0 ; | 


niſhed even in this world; for it brings with it diſgrace : 
andruin. Itdebaſcatheſoul,detropothebody,andualeſs - - * | 
repentance prevent, damns both for ever. Nika Gogh , 5 : f | 
deter men from all approaches | to this fin is, that ĩit „ 1 


* „ 
fe | 


* ( ; 5. 


that they will ever become uſeful. and reſp aa. > 3 3 2 1 
We ought to be particularly cautious of all occaſions! | | 
where the ſole purpoſe is eating and drinking ; % ag”. 


exceſſes-are, committed and habits gain trer ngth 


words of the Apoſtle are. applicable: Whoſe end i is 3 
Son whoſe God i their belly : And whoſe glory is in © 


— . 


eee r. F, Lebe 


1 f " 
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| OI R may ig e on this nige. to 
warn thoſe who turn the failings of good men to a 
wrong purpoſe; even to the exculing of themſelves i in 
; fin: "Thoſe, who, becauſe others have been guilty, 
take peace to themſelves when they commit the ſame 
things. This i is a bad ſign. Though the ſins of be- 
lievers ſhould keep 1 us from deſpairing of the mercy of 
God, if we repent; yet they afford us no ground of 
_ if we continue in fin, How can their faults 
excuſe ours? We are to be followers of ſuch perſons 
ö | Toh as they are of God. They are not our — 
. MW : in all things, becauſe they are not perfect, | 


How great che Wcekkfülbeld of the human el 
00 the one hand, from the holy exerciſes of believers, 
* ſinners reaſon, that theſe : are too high to be erpekted 
4 ; / chem; that they can be ſaved by a lower degree of 
| ba 5 | "grace: And, on the other hand, From their failings, 
1 they reaſon, that themſelves are excuſable e in the 

ſame or greater. : On =o falſe and dangerous ground 

| 2 s : do they ſtrive to maintain Then peace. ut know it, 
3 Do inner, that the wages of fin ts death ; be lat except ye | 

" repent, ye ſhall periſh ; and that # Ir written, Curſed is 
| every one that continyeth not in all things which are æurit- 
* ou ts the ook of the law ts do then. Look not for 


2 ſalvation in any other way than that Which Go | 
| appointed through the obedience and death. of his | 


* 1 44 * 


, Gal. i. 10. 
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CHARACTER or NO AH. 


own Son. A perfect ned is provided, on 7 7 


account of which you can be juſtified ; and in which, 
if intereſted, you ſhall never fall into condemnation. 
This will not free you from a perſonal obedience. 


Grace i is likewiſe provided to ſanQify the heart. When 


perſons are brought to embrace this ſalvation offered in 
the goſpel, they are ſo far from allowing themſelves in 
ſin, or ſeeking to extenuate it, that it is their greateſt 


burden, and the onal of their dE ſorrow and hu- 
miliation. a | 1 


1785 


en this ou We foe? Hom this 1 os. 


carefully and tenderly the profeſſors of religion „ 
to walk. Their falls bring a reproach upon it, and 


do great diſſervice to its intereſts.—If vou have then 


any regard to the glory of God, to your own peace, | 


and to the welfare af your fellow- men, endeavour to 155 N 15 25 


ſet a holy example; to comply with this direction of 15 | 
our bleſſed Lord; Let your light ſo ie before. men, 5 


that they may ſee your good works, and glori Wy your F a= 
ther which i is in Heaven >: 


Now unto val that is hes to 15 you ou from Falling, Ka 


| to preſent -you faultleſs before the preſence of bis Slg. . 


with exceeding j Joys 'To the only cuiſe God our iron, be 
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And ABRABAN = was old, _ well | fricken Fs. ae; ; 2 and the Lon. f 
e nnn Waun 9% 8 


| N Shs: the ration of the bs mY 

. archs, Apranan demands pe uliar attention. He 

is the boaſt of the Jewiſh nation, celebrated by heathen 
writers, frequently and moſt honorably mentioned i in 1 : 

the New Teſtament. : He i is ſtiled the friend of Gd, 

s and the father of all them that- believe. * exhibited | 

to all ages, as a pattern of unſkaken faith i in the * 


misc and of cheerful obedience ta the will of God. 


* 


. # 3 8 


"Tas ſacred hiſtorian, after a concite account of the. 
tranfactions _ characters of the preceding ages, is. 0 
very minute, in deſeribing the character of this pati _ 

Lerch, and relating the circumſtances of his life. This 
was neceſſary, as he was the great ſtock of zine} p 01 „ 
Ve MEN) 8 from al others an a 9. 
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4 enanxkerzn or ABRAHAM. 
5 generation, a royal priefthood, an holy nation, a peculiar. 

people, and from whom it was deſigned that the Meſſiah * 

| ſhould ſpring. In the firſt revelation of a Saviour, it 

: was declared, that he ſhould be the ſeed of the woman; 
but to Abraham, it was promiſed, that particularly 
in bl ſeed ſhould all the nations. of the earth be Bleed. 4 | 
© Accordingly God ſeparated him and his pony in 
2 aac for that very purpoſe. | | 


a l the characters which e 
og 255 the hiſtory afforded fo” feir hints, as to firaiten the 
| - © ,_ execution but here the difficulty is, what to chooſe, 
and how to arrange to the beſt advantage. From 
| oonfinement in-narrow and obſcure paths, weare got | 
nto an open and level country; and the danger now 
bo EO of miſſing the moſt agreeable road, and the fineſt 
pProſpects with which we are ſurrounded- As we 

© canhtot turn aſide toevery thing, we muſt put. a reſtraint 
þ  uponourſelyes. Let it be remembered, that it is the 
character of Abraham we are in queſt of, and his 
 * hiſtory,” only fo far as this illuſtrates the other. 1 
| ben conſider his character as drawn in the facred wri- | 
4 5 tings, under theſe e FIRST, as gm 5 
ie | And SECONDLY, a6 3 Join.” LON Fee) 
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degrees His firſt reſidence was i in the city of Ur, of 
Chaldea. From this he removed, by | the (expreſs | 
order of God, into the land of Canaan; where he 
continued in rather an unſettled ſtate until his death. | 
In conſidering him as a man, it will be proper to 
attend to his external circumſtances i in the world, or 
| the temporal bleſſings which he e jo and . 
qualities of his mind. 1 e 


1 Wiru reſpeRt to the- Fe por 2 which be 
enjoyed, they were many and great. Te End 
Blaſed him in ALL THINGS. Though he was a ſojo 
rather than a proprictor in the land of C 

he was aſſured, that his poſterity ſhould aQus 


— * $$ 
* 


1 *. and he Mee Kin ej 7 1 to 


Pe „ confiſied chiefly in in floc} 
' dered a fixed habitation leſs neceſſary. We 
that Aram ag very rich in cattle; in ſilo 
| gold; that he and his nephew Lot, who came with | _ 
| him from Chaldea, ſo increaſed in ſubſtance, that they. 
could not dwell together.* For the convenience . 
| feeding their large flocks and. to avoid ſtrife. on | 
1 their herdſmen 2 t were en to e sf eac 


r x . 
3 — 
. 
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ren N 
* 
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* CHARACTER oF ABRAHAM. 
nor was he Wrxetfül to diſplay the riches of his maſter 


in the family where he ſolicited. © E Lord, ſaid he, 


"bath bleſſed my maſter” greatly,” and he is become great; 


x and he hath given him flocks and herds, and ' filver and 


gold, and men ſervants and maid;fervants, and camels and 


' affes.. And Sarah, my maſter's wife bare a'ſon to my 
maſter, "when ſhe was old, are all 
2 that he bath. 


Wr alſo 18 Rom che conduct of the g 
| Princes towards him, the power which Abraham had, 
- and the great eſteem in which he was held. The 


5 "children of Heth, when he was in treaty with them | 

{bout a burying- place, addreſſed him in the moſt | 
4 reſpectful terms, calli ing him a mighty prince. Abime- 

Wr King of Gerar, earneſtly courted. his favor, and | 


ered into a ftrict alliance with him, Such was the 
rank and Faden Which Abraham had, from the 
greatneſs of his poſſeſſions, and the number of his 


domeſties, that his cotemporaries deemed him a 
8 ee eee and a powerful friend. . 


Hong his [temporal bleſſi ings we muſt Kim 


= A a numerous offspring. Though, it; was late 
b In life before he had an heir, and we may ſuppoſe, 


"that this circumſtance was an abatement of * epi- 
"Sex. a. 38. 56. „ 
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neſs, yet in this, at length, he was favored. Of his © 
ſon Iſaac ſprang the Jews ;.of his ſon Iſhmael the 
Arabians: oy thoſe, born 15 en LY 


Foote e nations 3 his ſeed as the ftars of the bea ven, 
| and as the ſand which is upon the ſea-ſhore.*. On this 
account, his name was changed by divine order, from 
Abram, which ſignifies an elevated father, to Abraham, 
which ſignifies the father of a great multitude ; and the A 
name of his wife from Sree to racy which 8 5 7 


- v ® 5 2 8 ; = « + 8 33 ot * Ks I : 
* * * F ö * y 7 * * 2 * 4 7 * * ” 1 

e | ; : L 1 7 
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length of days. Though he attained not to the years 

of his fathers, nor to thoſe of his ſon Iſaac, being only 

one hundred and ſeventy-five years old when he died; 

pet conſidering that human life was now greatly ſhort- 
_ ened, he is reckoned to be ber old and well, 


Gans e eee reſely 

informal, ü OT OT ua e Wi 

and full of years. Though: the number of his years =» 2 

was not as great as that of ſome others, yrt it is pro- 
| babls, that he retained: the "exerciſe of: is e xl 

longer, and was . d e the laſt. 
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58 CHARACTER or ABR AH AM. 
Tuts patriarch then, was bleſſed in all that this 
world can afford. He had great poſſeſſions ; and theſe | 
went not into the hands of ſtrangers, but deſcended to 
his poſterity. He enjoyed a healthy old age, had the 
0 proſpe& of his name being perpetuated to all ages, 
"_ man. e of men e that * 


2 


ws merely for theſe things he i is ; not t the object 


of admiration and praiſe. Wealth i is wholly external 
to the man, and can make him neither virtuous nor 
wiſe; and if we except the promiſe to Abraham, that | 
the Meſſiah ſhould deſcend Ton him, and conſider 
him only as a father, his character does not ſtand 
| higher than others. Had he had nothing elſc%o re. 
commend him; though. his riches had been unbounded, 
and though kings had bowed down at his feet, it 
would be worſe than miſpending time to extol him. 
The temporal bounties of Providence, indeed, are to 
be thankfully received and rightly improved; but we 
know that they are often beſtowed on worthleſs and 
wicke ee N r to their own: ruin. 
offer no incenſe, The real 
he her the man is clad in an 
g by „ or BOD in an embroidered coats 
2 whether he hardly earns a daily ſubſiſtence, or rolls in 


zreateſt aluence, What are the qua lities ths 
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mind — Abraham, we know, as far as we have light 
from * al was wer e eee om 


Key gentlneſe, when 2 contention. Had e ve 
between his herdmen and thoſe of Lot, was very | 
remarkable and exemplary. Servants who often, by 
| their | quarrels and tales, cauſe miſunderſtanding 
between families; had no influence in this caſe, -. The | 
mind of Abraham was too noble to take part in their 
debates, too mild and condeſcending! to inſiſt upon 
what was even due to his age and character. And 5 5 5 
Abram ſaid unto Lot, let there be no flrife, I pray thees, _ k 
 betwween me and. thee, and beteucen my herdnien and thy : 
; herdmet' ; for .ve be bretbren. 1. not the whole lar 
| before thee? Separate thyſel nd. pray thee, from me 7 ; 
thou avilt take the left band, then will I go to the right £ er 7 
if thou depart to the right hand, then I will co is the fact. 
How amiable was his . and how e of hs 


- £0 


imitation * 


A N taftante of life ls we fad ö in nis eater- 
b three ut under hs! eas of TER 
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100 CHARACTER a ABRAHAM.) 


W of he good things which he enjoyed. He 
thought himſelf obliged, when his gueſts partook v 
him. To this tranſaction the Apoſtle refers, when be 
fays, Be not forgetful to entertain frangers ; for therely 

| ſome have entertained angels unawares,* . 


A inſtance of his courage, we find in his W 
over the five kings, who came againſt Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and having plundered them, carried away, 

among other priſoners, Lot, his brother's ſon. When 
Abraham received the intelligence, he inſtantly armed 
his trained ſervants, born in his own houſe, three hundred 

and cighteen 3 and with his confederates, purſued the 
enemy. After a long and rapid march, he 'overtook 
them; divided his forces into ſeveral. parties and 
„falling upon them in the night, recovered the Priſoners 


N and all the ſpoil. It is true, that Abraham was not a 


, man of war z. that he was rather the contemplative 
and Philoſophic man engaged, as will afterward 
T rene, in the 6 goed fir of at but his inftance, 


ing place, when he refuſed to accept them as a gift, 
but directly paid the price which Ephron had named, : 
and weighed him four hundred ' ſhekels of filver, current 


CHARACTER or ABRAHAM. / '6& * 


had retaken and deliver up only the priſoners. Hear 
his princely reply; I have lift up my hand unto the Lord, 
_ the moſt high God, the poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, that 
. { will not take from a thread even to a ſhoe-laichet, and 


that I will not take any thing that is thine, beſt thou ſhouldjt 
ſay, 1 have made Abram rich.* He was of too inde- 


. pendent a ſpirit to be laid under any particular obliga- 


tion; too generous to take advantage of the calami- 
ties of war; and too diſintereſted to prefer his private 


emolument to the public good. He fought not for 


dominĩon or fame, but againſt the uurighteous en 
: croachments of oppreſſion and * : 255 


' Nuzv I mention PER as an evidence of his opens 
neſs and boldneſs, his reproof of king Abimelech, 


becauſe of a well of water, which his ſervants had violently To 
taken away ? Or, ſhow his independent conduct in the | 


purchaſe of the field and cave in Machpelah for a bury» 


money with the merchant ? In theſe inſtances, he ſup- 


ported, not only the character of a bold and indepen- Ll 
umſr ) 8 ion and 


ee with great e 
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prudence like one who underſtood human nature, | 


and wiſhed to prevent any future litigation. 


Bur though we have reaſon to believe, that the 
qualities of his mind were excellent ; that he united 


the great with the amiable, yet it was not on this 
account, that he was ſo diſtinguiſhed. | Many extra- 


dinary qualities are found in wicked men. Whatever 
might be ſaid of Abraham's gentleneſs, hoſpitality, 
courage, diſintereſtedneſs and generoſity, it may be 
alledged, that he is eclipſed by the ſuperior luſtre of 
others. In eſtimating his character, however, due 
allowance muſt be made for the age in which he lived, 
and the theatre on which he acted. We find in him 


evidences of that greatneſs, which, had opportunity 


been afforded, would have entitled him to a place 


among the wiſeſt ſages, and the greateſt conquerors in 


the world. Happily, he has a better name, and a 


juſter title to praiſe. It is time to introduce him 9 N 


= view in his N light; to conſider W 


» 


Ir * a Saler. Here he ſhone EY aussen 5 


and moral luſtre. His name is come d in the 


church loaded. with honors, and wil continue to afto- i 


ay 


viſh and teach while ſun- and moon Endure,. The 5 


are ſo many teſtimonies i in his favor, ſo many e "Wh 


| of his piety, that we 3 not where to * 


* 
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| 4a it an evidence of piety to enjoy repeated favors: 
and manifeſtations from God? Abraham was uſed to 
commune with him, to receive intimations of his 
| will by heavenly meſſengers, who frequently appeared 
to the pious 1n thoſe days. When the Lord was about 
to deſtroy the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
he revealed the deſign to Abraham, and heard his 
humble and earneſt interceſſion. Shall 7 hide, ſaid the 
Lord, from Abraham, that 1 which I do v Can | 
any words convey an idea of more full and intimate 
- communion? The Lord condeſcended alſo to enter into - 
covenant with him ; promiſed that his ſeed ſhould be 
innumerable; z and particularly, that the Meſſiah ſhould, 


deſcend from him. Fear not Abram ; 3 7 am +6 Ht 
MS exceed eng yo” reward. PT, 


Is it an evidence. of as to pay. 3 attention 
to the worſhip of God? Abraham, in whatever place 
he abode, erected an altar; in the plain of Moreh; 
on a mountain between Bethel and ai; in the plain 
of Mamre; and in Beerſheba he planted a grove, and 
called there on the name of the Lord, the everlaſting God. 
In the midſt of idolaters he adhered to the'worlli ip of 
the living and true God, ſerving him according to his - 
appointment, and yielding him the homage of an ep 
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* WO Leit. 27. e yy Gen. xv. 12705 


5 8 | 5 bh A 4. 1 2 


% CHARACTER or ABRAHAM. | 


conſeerate it to Almighty God, I his es 
and direction? 


eee ſolicitous for 
the beſt welfare of children and thoſe entruſted to our 
care? Hear the teſtimony of God concerning Abra- 
ham; I Ino him, that he will command his children, 
and bis houſtold after him, and they ſhall keep the way of 
the Lord to do juſtice and judgment.* How affeQtion- 
ately did he intercede for Iſhmael ! 0 that Iſhmael 
might Ius before thee! How careful was he Jeſt Iſaac 
ſhould connect himſelf in marriage with one of the 
Canaanites! In this caſe be took an oath from Elie- 
er, and ſent him #o his own country and to his own. 
| kindred, to bring his ſon a wife from thence. Beſide 


we care neceſſary in this reſpect as to the promiſed 
 ' feed, he well knew how dangerous would be a con- 


ection with thoſe who ſerved falſe Gods; and that 
Pp would prove, at leaſt a ſnare, if not the deſtrue- 
tion of his ſon. In this we 1 care of a * 


. How i W ee was us faith in the | 
5 divige promiſes! For this he i is ay celebrated. 


This, indeed, was the great principle of his actions. 


1 This She iQory over every difficulty and diſcourage- 
men. - The trials of his faith v were many and * 


1 * Gem. xvi, 19. 
* 
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and it proved ſuperior to all. Among his trials 1 
need take notice only of thoſe mentioned by the 
Apoſtle. By faith, ſays he, Abraham when be was 
called to go out into a place which he ſhould after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed; and went out not knowing whither . 
he went. By faith he fo journed i in the land of promiſe, 
at in a Arange country. Arainſt hope, he believed of 
bope, that he might become the father of many nations 4 
and being not weak in faith he confidered not his own body 

now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, 
neither yet the deadreſs of Sarals womb. He Noggerel | 
not at the promiſe of C through unbelie ef ; but was _ 
frong in faith, giving glory to God. Aud bing July 2 
' perſuaded that what he had promiſed" he was able alſo tw 
Perform. + By faith Abram when he Was tried, ere ys 
Iſaac And be that had receivedthe promiſes offered up . ; A 
only begotten font This laſt trial is Juſtly reckoned the | 
greateſt of all, and is well worthy of a particular c6nfi- 
Aeration in the life of the patriarch ; but to Which we | 
cannot at preſent attend. For this act of obedience 
he received the approbation of God, and ſtands. 08 
| nowned to all ages. Others had faith, but the faith 
ol Abraham was fingularly great. It was not inaQive, 1 25 
but exerciſed by encountering the moſt preſſing difficul- | 
ties. As dhe ſtrength of a man is diſcovered by the 
weight x c ich he 1s able to raiſe, or the Purity” of gold 
Q <0 u. 8. f Rom. iv. 18.—21. f Heb. ab 43. 5 10 
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by its paſſing through the fire, ſo did the power and 
genuineneſs of Abraham's faith appear by the number 
| and . of the trials which i it endured. * LEY 


- : 1 Y * * +: IP 5 


1 


his curſorj view of en 2 1 

not be faid that he was a hero? A conqueror ? What 
are the moſt rapid and extenſive conqueſts among men, 
compared with the ſpiritual victories of Abraham? 
What the ſublimeſt triumph ever obtained by mortals 
compared with the triumph of his faith? His glory 
and happineſs as far exceed any thing buman, as 
celeſtial are above. earthly things; and as the approba- - 
tion of God tranſcends. the applauſes of men. To 
Abraham, however, we muſt aſcribe no merit. The 


3 —_ grace of God is entitled to the praiſe. Abraham 


od God, and it was counted unto him for righte- 
-puſugh.*. The righteouſneſs of the Redeemer was the 
only ground of his juſtification before God, and faith in 


e eee ne of all his obedience. | 


- In Avia the Ber of Abrabam, the faults | 
3 to him are not to be concealed. It is . 
to view him 1 in every hight and attitude. 
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of which are recorded: One with Pharoah: king of 
: Egypt, and another. with Abimelech king of Ger „ 
The beſt apology for this conduct is what Abraham 
himſelf offered. Indeed foe is my filter; ſbe is the 
daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my motber. 
This being the'caſe, he only concealed the circum« 


Rance of her being alſo his wife. Some interpreters ” 


have endeavored to vindicate him on this n ; 
ſome have acknowledged him to have been very guilty 
while infidels with'a fooliſh / ſacer have e e to 
turn the whole into deriſion. mug : n be 
allow that in this inſtance, he depart 
faith in the — care and protetion. 52 ww 
ia, 


| Ave . him that he fe an 


example of polygamy, by taking H 


life time of Sarah; and again, he has been x oeu * * 3 
inhumanity in turning her and her ſon from his 1 


into the wilderneſs, and that too without 4 en 
"for whats ſubſiſtence —Theſe objections, if airl 


G 


mined, would be found rather plavſible thas e 
We cannot judge well of any matter until u we conſider 
every circumſtance. Inſtead of diſcuſſing theſe things | 


at large, ſuffice it now to offer two remarks. The one 25 


bs, that we muſt not expect to find the characters e. 
orded in . perfect. Toer an are drawn foe * 
en. 1 13. | 


they were. Their e are — for ou _ 
imitation, and their faults for our warning. The 
other remark is, that this very cireumſtance is an argu- 
| nent in favor of the truth of the ſcripture. | Moſes 
is a faithful hiſtorian, becauſe he relates the failings 
as well as the virtues of men; even of the moſt eminent 
men of his own nation.—Admitting then that Abra- 
him ſtands charged with ſome blemiſhes, he was, not- 
_ withſtanding a great and excellent character. Had 
he had no faults, he would have been more than man; 
and yet the faults he had, may be ſaid to be like the 
eee on account 8 * 


1 x a k 


750 — me now to turn pour attentionto a few ſhort 
affine a6 the whales: "If LE ay, 1 


Fuer, Ho We is the grace f Cod! To 
this is to be aſcribed his choice of Ab rather 
chan of another. Early did God give. intimations of 
his diſtivg if ing love. Cain the firft-born was wicked, 
and Abel righteous, | Shem, the ſecond ſon of N oah 
was preferred ; 9 and now Abrabam before the other 55 
ſors of Terah. Hath not the fatter Fower over the clay, . 
7 the fame lump, to nale one vel unio Ponr's and 5 


another unio d:fponour 25 Let us own. ra and adore! the, 


2 Rom. is. 21. 


a. 
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ſovereignty of God. He chooſes whom he will, and 
| beſtows his gifts and graces in various degrees, accord- 
ing to his own good pleaſure. Whatever we are, or 
Nee is all derived from him. 


| SxconDLy, kay unſettled is the fate of Wee 
in this world! Like Abraham they ſojourn in a ſtrange. 
land, and like him they defire @ better country, that is an 
| heavenly. God hath prepared for them a city, at which they 
ſhall=in due time arrive, and find all thoſe things 
realized which faith now but dimly ſees. This is an 
argument, why they ſhould not be anxious as to the, 
things of this world, but Ways their 1 
beyond the n 2 
Tu Att | How ma ny and how neceſſary are trials 
here to the children of God! All muſt expect to meet 
with them; not all indeed with ſo great as Abraham 
did, for the Lord will not ſuffer his people t to be 
tem pted above that which they are able to bears. Trials 
are neceſſary to teach them their dependence oli = 
to exerciſe their graces; and to quicken their defires | 
after that happineſs which is reſerved * for hem. 
Let it not therefore, ſeem as though” ſome * range 
thing had befallen them, but improve Them a 
of "whatever Kind, to the glory of God, 25s 
FEY . | 


* 


* 
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! Fouxrary; How amiable and deſirable is religion! 


This gives a luſtre to human nature, and prepares it 


for the ſervice and enjoyment of Gods Labour then 
ſor this, my brethren, above all things. Seek an inte- 
reſt in the merits of the Saviour, and obey his com- 

mandments. This is your glory and your happineſs. 
Remember that there is no ſalvation in any other but 


Chriſt; 3 and that unleſs un ited to him, acer are 
your outward circumſtances in this world, and whatever 
agreeable qualities of mind you poſſeſs, you muff be 
._ eternally miſerable hereafter. While time and oppor- 


tunities laſt, 955 575 "On nb make ou peace” with 


God. - * i enen 1 78 


To . Let thoſe who e of the 
fame precious fa faith with Abraham, pray for its increaſe. 


& ws Baz 


It is th is the e great principle « of your ſpiritual life. It is 


2 7 ++ K 


your: ſhield againſt a dangers. . It i is the vigor) that 


| rere, the world... The faithfulneſs of God to his 


People in former times ſhould encourage vou to truſt 
5 B. not. flothful ; but be, followers of them who 


5 through faith and Patience 1 inherit the + promiſes.? *—Your 
Pilgrimage will ſoon be at an end, and vou will be 


* tted to come home. A fem more changes; a 


few more difficulties and trials; and all will diſappear 
| forever,” Death will bring you the news of deliverance 4 
and dangels carry vou into Abraham s . 226 


> ' Heb. vi. 12. 
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And be , Loy aut think band e. the lie F ob thin any thing „ 


unto him: for now I tnow that thou feareft God, /ceing thou baft * HE 
| not withheld th 2 5 thine onur jon frgw me. B 


-N ad Sibel; the cuanities of Ab raham was 15 8 5 1 
- delineated under theſe two general heads 3 a8 a mans . Leal I 
-— as a ſaint. Though as à man, the qualities of his | 3 a 
mind appear to have been extraordinary, yet, it was” 
ſaid, that peculiarly as a ſaint, he ſhone. wil een, 
guiſhed and unrivalled luſtre. - Among the eis e 
of his piety, and indeed as being che great principle of. 85 1 
of all his conduct, was mentioned d tis unſhaken a 


2 ABRAHAM OFFERING UP ISAAC. 
| Tus is the ſubject now before us ; a ſubje not 
- choſen for a topic of mere declamation, but as bein g 


a remarkable diſpenſation in the life of the e | 
and full of i important inſtruction. 


125 You are NES expect hows me a pathetic deſcrip- 
tion of the circumſtances of this tranſaction. Though 
ſomething of this kind might be naturally expected 
© where there i is ſuch ample ſcope, yet were it attempted 
I muft fall ſhort of what others have Gove, and thus 
- occaſion a diſappointment. To aim ſolely at touching 
_ the paſſions, is as uſcleſs as it is improper. Beſides we 
8 would not do juſtice to the character of Abraham, did 
| : | we conſider him as overwhelmed with diftreſs, and 
pouring forth a flood of tears ; for whatever may be 
. our feelings when we place ourſelves in his ſitua- 
tion, he was enabled by faith ſpeedily and cheerfully 
ae the command. Let us Fixsr, attend to the 
| 9 SEconDLY, conſider ſome diffieulties and 
hich ſeem to occur. And, Tu aner 
een u en dit "EOS 
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tempe,) in an extraordinary manner; not chat God 


needed to be ſatisfied as to the ſincerity of Abraham, | 
| but that he might exerciſe his grace, and exhibit him 4 
as a pattern to all ages. He commanded him to take 
His only ſon Iſaac and offer him for a burnt-offering 
"i upon one of the mountains of Moriah. In performing 
this he muſt neceſſarily deſtroy his ſon with-his own 5 
| hands, cut him-to pieces, and conſume him to aſhes. | 
Abraham, without expoſtulation and. without, delay, 
made the neceſſary proviſion for the ſacrifice, and with 1 


Iſaac and ſome ſervants, ſet out on thej journey. On 
the third day, having come in ſight « of the appointed, 
place, he ordered the ſervants to remain behind, ſayin go. 
that he and his ſon would proceed on to worſhup, and 


come again to them. Then, laying the wood prepared 
for the facrifice upon his ſon, and taking the fire and : 
a knife in his hand, they went. both together. As | 
they went on, Iſaac, knowing that it was the Teo 


feſſed intention of his father to worſhip, Al 


alſo the fire and the wood, but no victim provided, 


very naturally aſked his father where on by. u 


found. He received for anſwer, My ſors. Gor: will 


provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt-offering.*. .. 


welt as in N ee that they would return to ee 


2% ABRAHAM OFFERING UP ISAAC, 
ft was ſo that God did provide, and that they both 
returned, though when he uttered the words, he might 
not have underſtood, or had any clear view how they 
would be accompliſhed. It appears from the work of 
the Apoſtle, that Abraham expected God would re- 
ſtore Iſaac from the aſhes of the ſacrifice, Accounting, 
fays he, that God was able to raiſe him up even from the 
dead. + He believed that the fame power which gave 
him a ſon in a miraculous manner, could alſo raiſe him 
| from” death, Accordingly the Apoſtle adds, from 


N evhence alſo he received bin in a figure ; which opens 


terpret to mean, that the birth of Iſaac, contrary to 5 
the courfe of nature, was a i figure of his reſurrection ; : 
or that Abraham thus reaſoned concerning it, and 
A param in the wats and 2 of God. i 


Wu HEN 3 to the ew of — Abraham 
| till reſolute on executing the commar 


Built an altar: _ 
there, and laid he wood in order; and bound. LHaae bit © 1 


Pon,” 2 i him m upon the altar upon the vod He 


1 * and was juſt about to give the 


; Le fot, when, at this critical moment, an angel 
nt and ſtayed his hand. Calling to him from 


| heaven, he commanded him to proceed no farther, for 
; . The 


that he had given full evidence of his ob 
eyes of Abraham were directed to a ram 
+ Heb, 1 Verte * 
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providence of God had ordered to be entangled there 
in a thicket, and deſigned as a ſubſtitute for Iſaac. 
This he took and offered up for a burnt-offering. In 
memory of this important tranſaction, he called the 
name of the place Jehovah-Jireh, in alluſion to what 
he had before ſaid, that God would provide bimfelf a 
lamb. On occaſion of this name, the hiſtorian makes 
-A judicious and pious reflection; but the meaning of 
which is not eaſily diſcovered from our tranſlation. ot 
The words might be more clearly rendered thus : I — 4 
the mount the Lord will be ſeen, or, In the mount the Lord 
will provide ; that is, in time of great difficulty or 
neceſſity, the Lord will afford relief. The caſe of 
Abraham was an inſtance of what is found to be 3 
truth at this day, that God. i is a very preſent help i in 


- 9 
© q 
4% 


wy 


War has been been related is in 2 bY 15 
without colouring, the hiſtory of Ab aha 4 \ "vp Gn : 
Ka his ſon Iſaac, for which example X berg „ 
Ee, bediene, he was Highly approved of hs. 2 oe 745 ? ? ; 
renowned in the church. No inſtance d exactiy 0 
| is » tobe found in e either ſacred or rein. 


e ee ä trial Fad hy | 
ſtrength of that faith which overcame, we muſt conſider 3 
n an unn Abrakoas had 5 : 


* 
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ber expected; that he was given by the promiſe of 
God in an extraordinary manner; and as one in whoſe 
line the Meſſiah was to deſcend. A leſs faith than 
Abraham's would have ſtaggered at the apparent con- 
tradiction between the former promiſe and the preſent | 
command. It would have ſtarted a difficulty as to 
reconciling the deſcent of a numerous offspring and 
the Meſſiah himſelf from Iſaac, and the expreſs order 
8 to take away his life. Of this the Apoſtle makes par- 
E = ticular mention: Ze that had received the promiſes offered 
up his only begotten ſon 8 wa. ar ſaid, hat in 
La, . thy feed be called,* 


— Nor to dwell on the tender 33 which he bore to i 
a ſon endeared by ſo many circumſtances, there \ were 
| other conſiderations which greatly aggravated the trial 


the nations ee when * d that Abraham 


K + _— a merciful maſter 1 a tender cent; | 
[after being lon Ig and juſtly revered by his neighbouring 

Princes for the great and amiable qualities of his mind, 
5 this ſingle act, he was in danger of being reprobated 


5 as an inhuman monſter. Reputation i is as dear as life 
85 to every good man, but es? was s called to do what wa 
* 9 Heb. xi. 17. 18. | t 85 fa 1 % Pins: | OY 
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What muſt his own family have thought of him, what = 
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| Likely. to ſtab it foreyer. This reputation Was 
ſtill dearer as being connected with the intereſts of 
religion. Abraham profeſſed the worſhip of the true 
God in the midſt of idolaters ; and the God whom he 
worſhipped called him to do what they would eſteem 
moſt eruel and horrid. How ſhould he vindicate his 5 
profeſſion and the honor of his God? What could he 
ſay i in defence of that religion which required the viola. | 
tion of the laws of humanity, and all thoſe tender ties 
which bind ſociety together | .. Theſe were refleQions, 


2 


which we may ſuppoſe, would occur to his mind, and 
called for every reſolution to ſurmount. In ſhort, the 
lighteſt confideration of the circumſtances i in which he 
received this command muſt cohvince us, that the tri : 
was inexpreſſibly fevere, and that nothing but the 
fulleſt aſſurance that it was from God, and the firmeſt 
confidence in his Wiſdom, power and e ** f 
induce him to oy 1 ON {$ ö 1 8 


We ind that Abraham did not 7 Yon, 
and et the Apoſtle ſays, By faith Abraham, when be 
was tried, offered up Iſaac,* as though he hat act alls 
| done i it—It, is a fufficient anſwer to fog, that be did 
offer b 5 in his will or jntention, and d this wa eckt 4 
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Guts much as * he bad performed the 
W384 act. 


4 


WI find God firſt SIE Wl bim to * up \his 
8 again, an angel forbidding it. Did not 
Abraham obey the angel and not God lt is an- 
| ſwered, that the command and the prohibition were 
both equally from God. Angels are the miniſters of 
God, and act according to his order. He ſpeaks by 
them, and they ſpeak from him. Beſides, the ange! 
* here was the angel of the covenant z the Meſſiah, .as 
appears more clearly from the ſubſequent hiſtory, in 
| which we are informed that he called out of heaven a 
' ſecond time, and ſaid, By 11 if have I worn ey 
-the Lord. 


TEE! are ſome objections of a more ferious nature 
Yan theſe, and which have been made by the enemies 
of revelation. Indeed, when the hiſtory is conſidered 
"ay its parts, it appears ſo conſiſtent, beautiful and 

inſtru&ive, that objektions can ariſe only from a diſpe- 
| flow find fault; and to take notice en vay 


"Is hs * ſaid, — > — * coil 5 
earneſtly for the wicked citics of Sodom and e 
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Ac. 
he 6 with. God, When he orden — 
him to ſlay his own ſon, an innocent perſon, and a 3 
dutiful child. Is not this an evidence of uncommon 
inhumanity in the parent, or does it not render the | 
hiſtory incredible?—In anſwer to this it may be * 
cerved, that with refpe& to Sodom and Gomorrah, . 
there was a liberty given, and a propriety tar The b | 
terceſſion, becauſe God is repreſented as being undeter- 19 
mined as to their overthrow; but in the caſe before us, 
the command was moſt expreſs and preciſe. Abraham 
was fully aſſured that it was from that God, who hat 
frequently revealed himſelf to him; 3 with whoſe 

manner of manifeſtation he was well acquainted; 5 — 
whoſe direction he had always followed. Though the 
command chen might appear ſtrange, yet he ought not NY 
to ave. ex poſtulated with God, who is infinitely viſe | 1 45 120 
and good, and can accompliſh his purpoſes by Wa) 4 -_ . + 4 
| utterly beyond the comprehenſion « of mortals, e 


res, | 


f Ir is obſervable too, that the argument 1 
Abraham to have uſed againſt the meaſure e N 
Bom him; by the very words in which the kak 
was delivered. What could he have faid, but, . Fe 1 
is my fon,—my only Ton,—[ſaac,—whom N bb 
eſe being the firſt refle&ions which would ſtart in | 
twin of the father, and, , remonſtrate againſt the 
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and offer bim for a burnt-offering.* So far is the want of 


erxpoſtulation on his part from being an argument 


againſt him, or the eredibility of the hiſtory, that it 
ſhows his obedience to have been of the right kind, 
ſpeedy and cheerful. Had it been dilatory and reluc- 
tant, his faith would * weten at at 
weak and Ry 


| Anognna objeQtion | is, 9255 the Tg of the 1 uni- 
verſe can neither act himſelf, nor command any thing 
contrary 1 to the eternal rules of reaſon ; that therefore 
this command could not be from him; and that it is 
more likely. to have been the ſuggeſtion of ſome evil 
8 ſpirit, | Are not parents obliged to preſerve the lives 
155 of their children? Did not the command contradi&t : 
473; this law? How can. it be reconciled to, the juſtice and 
goodneſs of God? ? To this purpoſe the objeQion runs. 


In anſwer, it may be 1 5 1 
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che yea af theks children, yet there are caſes, when 
without impeachment of parental affection, ogy viola- 
tion of the divine law, they muſt deliver them to death; 
yea, order it to be inflicted upon them. Need 1 
inſtance in the caſe of a judge or general, whoſe fon 
has tranſgreſſed the law, or the military diſcipline? 


. 
* ad LIP 


Shall we ſay then, that a parent 18 juſtifiable in this 


caſe, and that he is guilty, when the order comes 
n the ee and een, Oy ? g e 


Kb 3. Tuar he whot gives life has: an debe . 
to take it away when, and in what manner he pleaſes. 


Had God therefore deſigned that Abraham ſhould lay 
his ſon, we could not impeach his juſtice and goodneſs, - 


Abraham knew, that his ſon was given in an extraor- 
dinary manner, and might therefore be taken away in 


an extraordinary manner. He believed that God us 


wiſe, juſt and good in all he commanded; and tho 
his diſpenſa tions appeared ſtrange and en vet 


they would be unfolded in due time, in their e conſiſt. ; 
ence, e and e ; But, Oy | 1 1 . 
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5 into full execution. When the end was anfirered, - 
he prevented it. 80 that upon the whole, this 
ich has been urged by infj dels, is fonnded | 
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ſelf 9295 right and nr or, that we 
all his dealings with men. It is . ted, that the 
caſe of Abraham was ſingular and ſtrange, but in no 
part of the hiftory is any thing contradictory to the 
| pevſe&tions of the n, great and glorious God. b 


Ayornzs objeRion is, that the nem of Abra- 
| "pack riſe to, or at leaſt countenanced that horrid 
practice of ſacrificing human victims. One would 
ſuppoſe that it would have had a direct contrary ef- 
ect; toabolith them, if they then exiſted, or to pre- 
vent their introduction in time to come. Was it not 
_ Publiſhed abroad, that Abraham, having an intention 
| 20 ſacrifice his only ſon, was expreſely prohibited, and 
| Ton Got anious «nd accepte a een wan Ts 
toms deed? 616 e that with 
ſuch ſacrifices God is not well pleaſed ? Even pdmit- 
ding That this conduct of Abraham gave riſe to the 
practice which exiſted afterward,. it was certainly che 
Innocent occaſion. The example fet was not ated, 
but abuſed. „ 


ABRAHAM OFFERING UP ISAAC.” 


reſiſtance. Joſephus ſays, that he was at this time 3 * 
twenty-five years old, and many ſuppoſe him tajhave- 
been above thirty. It is generally acknowledged hat 
he might have ſucceſsfully reſiſted bis father, who was 
now old; and yet it appears that he quietly ſuffered* 
himſelf to be bound, laid on the altar, and that he ; 
offered his throat to the knife. All that is neceſſary. 
to ſay on this is, that he gave an evidence that he was 
_ a partaker of the ſame precious faith with the father. } 
He was a bright example of filial reverence, and of 3 
n ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 


1 evalidered, PE wiki fate a Jos | 
the difficulties, and anſwered the principal bjections, 
eee eee th moſt E 
eh any diſhonor, does it not throw a en 5 
luſtre around him? Mas it not his chief glory? Many: | 
222 but hee n a 
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a figurative manner moſt important inſtruction con- 
Vha "view Abraham had can- 


Abo. that God Fri 1 en diſplayed to 15 
the way of ſalvation, by the ſubſtitution and ſacrifice 
ſon. . Your father Abraham, {aid Chriſt to 
the Jews, laden be my day; and he ſaw it and a 
Probably theſe words refer to what was repre- 
ſented on mount Moriah. To the ſame purpoſe alſo, 
may theſe words of the Apoltle be interpreted; From 
. alſo he received him in a figure 3 that is the deli- 
verance of Lane from auen and: the nee of 


ae 1 mah i to hits 
| Mins ol friking mn po g. myſte- 


1 4 bhi aged, a nad args the. whole affair at, once, 
* worthy, of an infinitely perfect God, In thi neu, 
how: Arange, but at the ſame hs how wiſl and 
merciful Joey the N bear! N Whoever pro- 
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„ conſiders: I; in every part, and views its vlt | 5 1 : 
hig ond muſt be alfeQed, 1 and edified,,. — 


4 41 40 . 5 £3 74 : | 1 i 
45 Ir not being the intention 1 theſe diſcourſes to f 


trace minutely the reſemblance of certain perſons and | 
bret to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the way of ſalva- 
tion through him, the reſemblance will be mentioned ; 
only where it is obvious and remarkable. This 5 is pe- | 
culiarly the caſe in the ſubje& under. conſideration.— ; ” 
Abraham cheerfully offered his only ſon. God, the 1 
Almighty Father gave his only begotten fon . He ſpared | 
in not, but Udlivered him up. Iſaae quietly ſubmitted = 
to e Kroke 4 eodletuatical of; the--readineſs- "Op 


bees bf death 5 it was e third day et Chi : 
aroſe. Iſaac did not die, e 
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ce even of that 4 qheie meaning was underſtood. Is 
nao way could the ſatisfaction of Chriſt have been fo 
BY | well repreſented, as by this | memorable and typics 1 
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ubcormmonly great; but he rag enabled. to, Haig it. 
Elia faith gave bim-the vit 


conſlicts leſas ſevere, it is a 8g that our den is 


| final. Ewe cannot bear even the 
dent to this mortal ſtate, how ſhould we bear 1 
Abraham was? If torn with. anguiſh at the natural 
death of a beloved child; what if called to offer op an 
| hace? 'Too- often do our- tender conneRions in life 


livine will ſhould be the leading principle. 
of our conduct. No affection for relatives, and no 


* 


counſels or entreaties of the deareſt friends ſhould in- 
e with thelove and fervice which we owe to God. 


_ the words of dur diefſed Saviour ; « He that 
father or mo mother more than me, is not worthy of . 
be 45 105 ſon or daughter more than. me ws, io ry 
of me.* It is very common for | 
to tay, that wa ar uagproths "Is 6 pa 
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=O Pharook ſaid unto asd, 
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Puaraon, The day of my 


% 


| &rimage are an bundred and thirty ht i Orvis ok 
the days of the years of __ life been, and have not 
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introduces the account of their bondage, and * 
ful deliverance by eee * ſo ee 
in the ſacred hiſtory. | - 


Js ACOB, the ſon of Thaac and Aces was the 
younger of two fons at the ſame birth. From this 
d eilfinfiance he had his name; which ſignifies one that 
ſupplante, or takes hold of another*s. heel, in order ta 

1 5 overturn him. His conduct towards his elder brother 
5 was agreeable to-this name ; and to the import of it, 
Efau referred, when he ſaid, Is he not rightly named : 


| Jan for be bath ſupplanted me theſe to times. 


| Walrzyzs may be aid with reſpe to this 8 ; 
of Jacob towards his brother, it is certain, that Got 


| | choſe him as the perſon i in whoſe line the Meſſiah was . 
d deſcend, and confirmed t the Vlelſng which be ob- 
1 ar ved from his father. * 

i : Tuna . in the e of this adh : 


5 . affecting. While we admire dhe | 
man, we are touched with tender 5 for "_ g 
* hes 8 un ol bis aiftions, | „ 
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Tur _ ito the patties” made to the! mo- 
1 was not only deſcriptive of hangs life in general, 


but particularly fo of his own. Few and evil ha 


days of the years of my Ee been. His years were f 


compared with thoſe of his progenitors. _ Though he 
lived ſeventeen years after this, yet he fell conſiderably. 
| ſhort of the age of Abraham and Iſaac. The length. 
of human life being greatly reduced fince the flood, 
was Rill gradually ſhortening; ; and i it is not FRY 
| ble, that the hardſhips of Jacob's life, and” h many; 
5 troubles with which he had been harraſſed, conjributed | 
to wear it out. Accordingly. he adds, that his days | 
were evil ; full of t trouble; * and he likens, his life to a 


n . 


| Pilgrimage, in which a perſon bas no ſettled n 
but i is continually removing from ane ehe 

| ther, The propriety of this deſcription. wil ap 
from a curfory el his Ife. 0 42 5 


* 


 Jacon, by reaſon of the difpteafure of nh 515 
we, was obliged to flee from his father's houſe at, 
remain for a long time in a fiate of exile, He travelled 2 1 
* . into * country where his uncle Laban lived, "ih. , we A 


n he continuedfor many years in n beiter e con- 
3 _ {of an N and expres. 
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HISTORY, AND. 


of unkind uſage, The deceitful be · 
aer er a in giving him Leah inſtead. of 


Rachel, contrary to expreſs ſtipulation, is well known. 


Though he ſerved faithfully, and was true to the f in- 


-tereſt of his maſter, yet he received, in return, un- 


friendly looks and i injurious treatment. Jacob, when 
complaining to bis wives, ſays, 2 our father hath de- | 
ceived me, and. changed my wages ten times. * Again, 
in chiding Laban, to his face, he te * This 
twenty years have I been with thee. . That which was 
torn of beaſts, I brought not unto thee, 7 bear the boſs of 
ts of my hand did} thou require it, whether flolen by day 
or flolen by night. Thus I was, in the day the drought 
- conſumed. me, and the froft by night ; and my fleep d 
Parted from mine eyes. Thus have I been twenty years 
in thy. bouſes T ſerved thee fourteen years for thy favo 
dug bir, and fix years for thy cattle ; and thou baft 
8 wages ten timer. uch the God of my fe. 
Wee God d of Alrahat, the fear of Hot , bad 
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eki however, the unjuſt Qeaings | _ 
of Laban, the Lord made Jacob to proſper; and, at oY 
length, ordered him to return into his own land. J- Ds 
cob, with his family, his cattle, and all his goods, took | | 


his departure ure unkn own to his uncle, fearing, no doubt, i 
leſt ke ſhould: by ſome means ſeek to detaln him} Fe 
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3 tenderneſs, and and nai Then ended, 
EE - the unnaturaÞ diſſenſion which had cauſed ſo much 


the family, and the bloody wenge of the . 
cularly of Simeon and Levi, who were the chief 
gare him pungent diſtreſs. Of this conduct he re- 


. 8 


minded his ſons when he Foreteld their, Future condi- 2 
tion in the world. Simeon and Levi are brelbren: 
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1 her after che birth of her ſecond c 
ia He buried her at Bethlehem, and, ered a a 
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. OT in About this time he experienced : a ; diſtreſs of another 
na nature, which was the inceſt of Reuben, his eldeſt ſon. 
| Ki | Tk grieved him; and he took notice of 1 it in 
lis ar gh - hour. . > as unflabl ar water, thou Bal 
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old, and had promiſed himſelf ſome reſpite, befel him, 
This was the loſs of Joſeph, his moſt beloved: nee 
who. was taken away, not by an or nary. " 
but, as he ſuppoſed, was devoured by A wild beaſt. On 

_ this occafion he indulged his grief ; and never ceaſed | 
mourning until he heard that Joſeph: was alive, and 
advanced to high honor i in ne court of Egypt. A 

| famine then prevailing i in the land of Canaau, he was 
induced by Joſeph to remove with all his family inte 
kane; where he continued until his deaths - . 5 7. 7 


.- Uron ls gent es erben tow jul dow his 
eee Pharaoh appear! Was not that life 
with propriety called a pilgrimage, which was To unſets 
tled? Were not thoſe days evi, which were marked with 
fo many ſcenes of adverſity ? In Which he experienced 
the reſentment of a brother; the ingratitude of friendeg 

e loſs of his deareſt relations; and, what e 
che wicked conduct of ſome who Turyi of 
the diftreſſes of others ae have been greater and | 
more e 545 . not * aan ME .” 
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1 Ws arg expreſaly told, that, Jacob no. 


dwelling in tent. It has been alledged, that he was 
2 To rather , cunning, than Plain or open; and therefore 
theſe words have been, interpreted to fi ign ify that he 


S243 a 


_ of a peaceable and courteous diſpoſition. Perhaps 

there i is no ſufficient reaſon for ſuch an opinion; the 
great inſtance of ſubtilty which i is imputed to him, in 
the caſe. of obtaining the bleſſing, 'being the device of 


5 Rebecca, and undertaken by Jacob, agreeably to ber 
ES: deſire. It is evident, at any rate, that his diſpoſition | 


: and manners were mild; ': and theſe led him to a diffe- C 
1 from n whe was rough. and turbu- : 


FE: N 5 Aeli, He » was. | | | 
| nig e or ambitious y views, but was bontebted if Pro. 


4 NC 


_ vidence -pleaſed t to beſtow, 60 him whas was. 


e from biy 154 
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1 


learned to think more juſtly; 
1 If. God will be with me, and will 
that I go, and will give me bread to at, 6 
JEN HO OO OO VOY | 


3 


riches and rd but he peace, and c 
tency 3 all : lent that dis 
of life, though 4 


| bounds. And when the Lord had 
bleſſings, far beyond bis expektstion, with” 
what humility and gratitude does he make mention 
mm. them ! 1 am not worthy of the leaft of all the mercier, a 
| ; erm, $46 1. oh 49 7 8 FT | 1 


jacen: was. farther diſti 
inna. The tender 2 


zoo - MS TOA AN D 


- flocks at the well, we are told, that he Bind en bis 
Voicr and webt. The joy he felt on his ſafe arrival, 
+ _ after a tedious journey, and on meeting one of that 
tmamily to which he was related, greatly moved him. 
and they ſeemed unto him but a feen days, fur the love be 
Bua i ber: His attachments were fincete, ſtrong and 
cCeonſtant. Ho] remarkably does this appear in the 
love he bore. eee ee Here indeed he ſeems | 


| th | ender ed de, 
ue he loved Joſeph moſt. He was the ſon of his de- 

ceaſed Rachel; a youth of an extraordinary genius, 
united to great goodneſs of heart. Who can read. Ja- 


I cob's lamentation on the ſuppoſed death Bf this ſon, , 


and not ſympathize in tears ? When the bloody coat 
vs preſented 1 to him, be knew it, and ſaidit i is my ſon's. 
vary « an. Er ot: Fedb i without 


that Joſeph o was * and governor over ==" His 7 
heart at firſt fainted within him. When he revived, 
aud was wall affured of the truth, he exclaimed with | 
= all che warmth © of We 17 i je * 5 my ad 
it is inp for words more «fly to a T refs ; L . 5 


8 Tus words of e 2 5560 met with | 
_ child in ae ane al the ders he 80 1 * 8 
Ir may de remarked i in n this place, chat i] - 3 
feclings of Jacob. were the ſource of many of 1 


* 


treſſes. So great was his Nenbibility, that, he f 
every touch. While this g gave A high reliſh. 1 to. the. 
joys of ſocial life, ® was eaſily hurt, on every adverſs, = 


ty. ſcems 40 2 


$$. 


11S T ORT AND 


has, It was the glory of bis chataRter that be 
ras pour. Inſtances of this are too numerous to be 
= mentioned at preſent. We can'take notice PR of 
two different tranſactions, at different periods of his 
| life; the one at Beth-el, on his way to Haran; and 
the other on his return at the brook. Jabbok. The 

one he called the houſe of God and the gate of heaven 3 
the other; Penial ; for, faid he, I bave ſeen God face to = 
fact, and my life is preſerved. From theſe, i it 18 manifeſt; 
2 _ ws” pve near to God, and had i intimate 
with him. He was indeed a favorite of 


heaven; he lived and died in the faith of the Meſſiah. 

| On his death-bed he was endued with a prophetic ſpi- 
rit, and delivered theſe remarkable words concerning | 
SES + The ſeeptre ſhall not depart from Jadab, 5 
dur a lauugi r from beteeen his feet, until Shiloh mm 
5 and un . va of WM... 


Pos es M66 . ok of Jaceb, d that . 
eee to the ſorrowful or melancholic. 
| This was not the effect of his piety, hut the natural 
caſt of his mind, increaſed by the many evils be endu- | 

red. Witneſs his continued forrow for Joſeph; and 


ee, eee bs om when her er ts 


the ſame time, nothing moroſe or diſagre 


CHARACTER OF JACOB. 


Mad ph ee y ag all theſe 4 are 
againſt me.. Something of a melancholy air appears 
too, in the words he uttered before Pharaoh, and hic 
| have been-read as the foundation of this diſcourſe, 


(ble is evi 
dent, but ſuch a ſeriouſneſs or thoughtfulneſs, as ren- 
ders his character the more amiable and ititereſtinge' | 
* interview. with Pharaoh is a highly finiſned pics 

| Who does not ſee the venerable father of twelre 
* with hishoary locks, furrowed brow, and = 
' beaming. with benevolence, introduced into. the pre 
| ſence of the r and wiſhing him all proſperity Z 
+ hears him ſays. 


recollects not the adverſe circumſtances; of his life 2: 
Vea, ſees in imagination the lines oſ ſorro vhick theſe 
had deeply drawn in his face ?—This mournful air ſeems. 
to have been a diſtinguiſhing feature in the character 
of Jacob; and yet, as has been laid, it was not dowu-⸗ 


nsbt gloom or mela: ly; but may rather be ci 


— 


| axd evil have the days of the years of my life: ban, and. 


15 ; 


pt the heart and vitiate” the ta 
etened pill they firallow ney Un 
| ty and friendſhip, 
vice loſes io ugly form, and finds an eaſy avenue to their 
| hearts—PFrom fuch things, my brethren turn away. 
; They were not written from a good principle, and 
are adapted to the vicious taſte of mankind. Remove 

| them hon your pillows; und above al let them never 
ome near your hearts —Dut when we © 46s 
_ Kiſtory as given by inſpiration, and ten e r 1. 
© firuQtion, it has additional weight and influence. rely 
| he bas poor diſcerament and a cold heart, who lonos 
en : _—_—-; 1 25 gt 
i The wight 1 be expected that I thould 4 fin & ome-. 

| exceptionable rts of the character be· 3 
ore us; but for this, time will not admit, as well as, 
at, in whatever he was to blame, we freely give hi n. 
pio cenſure. It is not pretended that he was per-! 
* His fraudulent hekaions was puniſhed, dg 


| eng and cali man. ; and bs pe 0 


s pan. . as a 


* andcomention we fund vel ral : 
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ee from:  reftitude leads 6 8 

1 3 | 5 . 
"Fixer, The 8 he on-a a former "occaſion, 1 

that God chooſes whom he will, occurs alſo here. | 

The: younger. brother was preferred to the der 6 0 4 

this the Apoſtle takes particular notice, when he ſay 0 5 

The children being not yet born, neither having dons any 

| goodor. evil, that the purpoſe of God, according io clelion - 


night land. not of works, but of bin that calleth, it evi © E 
aid unto hen, T he elder ſhall ſerve the younger. | de it is * 
written, Jacob have 1 loved, but Eſa have 1 lh, 
The gifts of nature and of. 5 
and he beſtows them e to his 
He makes one 


3&5 1 


e The ſhortneſs of huma u and the 1 
_ evils to which men are liable, have Been often the 
des of complaint, and the fruitful ſource of deela- 


matien. oe theſe evils nity be cal y ue 1b 
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'pel affords! By this Eye and immortal pinky 2 9 55 #3 
reveals 4 ae and eee Rate, in 


eelnee to eternity; to ſecure by faith in the Redeemer, | 
Brix vxxs, be not diſcouraged under any I 
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Ie e evil OY * Gon meant it une ; OS 


N ee 


oo death of their . their 


. 


11⁰ HISTORY AND. "op 
an, Joh gave them the fulleſt. affurance of his 


forgiveneſs, and his intention to treat them with 


relpect and affection. He particularly directed their 
minds to the wonderful providence of God, in over- 


ruling their wicked conduct or great 


Ys 415 * gainſt mt. 'Your 2ncation was to 
deſtroy me ; but God meant it unto good. He purpoſed 
by this very action of yours, to accompliſh a wiſe ends 
What it was, you how ſee; to ſave much people alive ; 
to prevent the diſmal effects of famine in Egypt, and 
xelieve you. and the family from ſore diſtreſs, —Thus, 


— 


5 while he holds up their guilt to view, he ſuggeſts an 


argument of comfort, and directs them ts a proper 


improvement. It is worthy of notice, that though 
Joſeph ſuggeſted this ſame argument when he firſt 


vere himſelf to his brethren, yet he kept any 
rs of e ee he would 


and kindly Bid, eee 
er eee eee 


i 


"Tus work of the. text eannot be better m 


CHARACTER' oF JOSEPH. i 


bie character. The ed hiſtorian in giving us ſo 6 
fully the life of Joſeph, has rendered the hiſtory of - 
. Jewiſh nation more perfect and intelligible; and 
at the ſame time i to us à brigl 0 
of Tony: Virtua; : 05 
Tur E great affeQion EY 
excited envy and jealouſy in his brethr 
appear too, that Joſeph had focuſed ba T them to 7 b 
their father, of improper condyd; but what provoked 
them moſt, was his relation of certain dreams, betok - 
ing his future and ſuperior greatueſs. He ea ned x 
that while he and his brethyen were binding ſheaves in, | 
| field his ſheaf aroſe and ſtood upright, and thi * „ 
| frnves ſtood around and made obeiſance | to it. . N 5 ; 
dreamed again, that the fun and them noon and the 
ddeven ſtars 1 ade obeifance to bim. el dream, 
Which he told in the openge ber heb. at F 0 
indications of his advancement der Fn ove | 1 I : 
were ſo underſtood by them, and s 
concileable' hatred "agai £ an b They att : 
enges, the dreamer. 5 eee I 
| Azour this time ne Joſeph was fent wa i 1 


* % 
4 
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112 H18TORY AND” 
Vitantsy and on this 8 


ſome combination ſhould be formed againſt his onze, 


and ſent Joſeph in order that he might be made 


acquainted with their condition. J oſeph did not find 


them at Shechem as he expected; and being informed 
| by a perſon whom he met, that they had removed to 


E called Dothan, he direQed his courſe thither. 


— 
21 5 — 
4 


7 0 þ His brethren, who only waited a favorable opportu- 
A, nity to ſhow their hatred, when they ſaw him ap- 


proaching, took the horrid and unnatural reſolution, 


firſt to ay him, and then pretend that he had been 


devoured by a wild beaſt. The execution was pre- 
vented by Reuben, the eldeſt brother, who perſuaded 
them not to imbrue their hands in his blood, but to 
throw him into a, pit, which was near; his defign 
being, . when be had an opportunity, to take him up, 
end convey him privately back to his farh Accord- 
ingly, when Joſeph. came up, they took an ſtript him 
| of his coat of many colours, threw, him into this pit or ; 

oh; pluck had no water in it, and then fat down to 
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15 IE mean time, Ws eſpied : a | company 0 of Ith- 
= and others, merchant-men, who were carryin Sg | 
picery from Mount Gilead into Egypt. Upon this 
= propoſed to the reſt of his bretl rer 0h 3 


| ould fell Joſeph; and 3 particularly re an arg. 


- 


, that they 
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CHARACTER OF JOSEPH. 1 


ment, that if they flew him, no. profit. would ariſe 3 8 
beſides, that the action was barbarous and unnatural. 


5 . - 


To this propoſal they agreed, and having drawn Jof ph 
out of the pit, they ſold him for twenty Pieces « of ſilxer 
to the Ichmaelites, who carried him into Egypt, and 
ſold him again unto Potiphar, an officer of Ph : 


and captain of the guard. Reuben it ſeemg was not 
preſent at this laſt tranſaction of his brethren; for re- 
turning to the pit, he was greatly affeded at not 


finding Joſeph, and probably concluded at firſt, that 


they had executed their purpoſe of murder ; "or big 5 
rn he was grieved at being diſappointed i in his der 


| devoured him. Cruel men | Who while they conſys | 


red againſt the life of a brother, eme | 
hols ſame blow, to break their aged fathers L 
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ſign of ſending Joſeph back 0 his father, "© | || 
"ALL they e to conceal their i 
wickedneſs, by inventing ſome plauſible Rory... , Tay ; 
Sit peas then Bl fe Arved 4 Joſeph's” „* 
which they 
their father z Ln ht to conjecture wh P Ee 
come of his ſon. He 7 ; 
red, as they. intended, that a a 


1 HISTORY e 5 
11 this part 'of the hi 
wonderful providence of Cod. We © Gülle doubt that 
the dreams which Joſeph | had, were ſent | 
end, and encouraged him in all his advert 
the relation of them at firſt ny and malice 
of his br Inſtead of keeping his thoughts to 
Aimſelf, it was 4 ordered that he revealed them. By 
an indeed, he might have indicated a degree of 
ndiſeretio a and 3 but it ſhows 2009 at 


eee thoughts of others, * en Bos Brant. _ 


| Ruvans's character was not good and yet we 


at th junQure, when themer- 


en paſſed this way 
4. into Egypt,"the | 


"* 
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1 9 | behaved o with SF men, pri, 
He * (ſoon wale en x or "orig" ve BY 
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his maſter repoſed in bim, than theſe :- He brew nat 


the bread which he did ca. > 
houſhold is | which is ſuch a fervant, 
Han) er e is feldoin uniform; it i a mixed 
"Nr irres 10 | a 
y adventure, but which, like all the reſt, 
in the end to his till greater advancement. 


of his miſtreſs is ſo well known, that it 
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ee dab boat 
all that hz hath 10 my band. There is none 
greater in this houſe than . neither hath be hep back any 
thing from me, But thee, becauſe thou art his wwife 5 how 

then can 1 do this great wag and fin eiu, God? 25 
N otwithſtanding this juſt, and pious; rer zonftrance, he 
indulged the irregular paſſion, until at length throwing 
aſide the delicacy of ber ſex, on a certain occaſion, he 


* e 


Had no other Ane, than 4 tearing himſelf 
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. Future events; and though ho bees e 


pens, the butler, when in proſperity, 
| forgot e _ 3 of him, who had been his fellow- 
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Joſeph diſclaimed all the arts then pradtf 


8 interpret areams, and decl 
poſſeſſed i in this way, was from God, and 


| belongedthe glory. Inn not in me ; 
| followed by ſeven ) years of famine. 3 af x j 
fame ſpirit which interpreted che 45 
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rs TOARY A* 


Aolcly Wie ene f i td, be Formed 
geen for him in en with a noble Ty 


* r : - 


Ka 
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8 8 now. 3 n 5 an age, when 
perhaps, the ſtrength of body and the powers of mind 
are in | greateſt perfection 3 whe the impetuoſity of 
- youk is eee N. N, its rinacity 


$ which, — was dm were now 3 to view. 


Like the on after 8. covered with clouds, he 


wee can N ln the fingular providence 


f ol d in all theſe erents! Potiphar when he caſt him 
to priſon might have put | him to death, hag not his 
DES: heart been ſoftened, or bis hand reſtrained, | Though 
= the butler forgot him, yet it was wiſely fo ordered. 
1 Me thought of him at the very moment, when he 
= d perform a en ſervicefor him, Beſides, the | 


Auppeintments and ſufferings of Joſeph, prepared 
5 Kin for bis future proſperity. © His head would have 
2 2 had he Tooner rode in a chart; 1 but 
. other graces, Heb | us n 

Z h more  Uiſretion and ſobriety than 

| a ad i witer at ding then 
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enesdergs or vosErR. l 
TA E famine which followed the y years of plenty, wa | 
fate not only in Egypt, but in other countries. 151 is | 
aid to have been over all 'the face 7 the earth, me As 
ſoon as it was known that proviſions had Deen ſtored 
in Egypt, they came from all countries to buy, and 
among others came the ten ſons” of Jacob, and the 
rethren of Joſeph." The dream of the ſheaves making 
Pep fas now fulfilled, for ne mann bo ved 
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ee a a account of his r to- ME, 
wards them ; his putting them into priſon for a time ; x — 
his binding Simeon and detaining him, when he ſent © — 
the” others away; his infiting” that they mould bring” : . 
— Blijaritn own; "Bis! reſtoring” cher mone ey; his put-⸗ 5 — 
1 his cup, on a certain oe afion, into Wg ET ; 
| fack; all which ſcomied' rough treatment to them, and 9 : 4 
to his aged father; it need only be remarked, In gene- [+ 
ral, that Joſeph acted not from eruelty or revenge, but „ 
deſigned tobting his brethren to a ſenſe of their rim, - a 
try their diſpoſition, and prepare them for Acde; 5 
HEY af. 


\. Whine het thus treated 1 bes + gs 
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| 7% * The eircumſtanoes which. attended 
_ Joſeph's diſcovery of himſelf to his brethren, you may 


read in the forty-fifth chapter of Geneſis, from the 
beginning to the fifteenth. verſe. Never was a more 
affecting ſtory, nor one better told. That perſon is 


void of all true tafte and ſenſibility, hoſe heart is not 


touched with this tender ſcene; How amiable. does 


Joſeph appear, as a ſony a friendz and a brother! 
The firſt miniſter of Egypt forgets not his father's 


houſe! He feels and acknowledges the tender ties of 


ture! To ſuch a heart, who would not wiſh to be 
| united! A heart aries at t the ſublime of e! 


Tun ref of fits hiſtory ay he rolapriſed th a fert 7 


wo worde. Having brought his father and brethren down 
into Egpyt, he continued to tre 
mitted tenderneſs and affeQiorz Wuen he was about 

do die, he foretold that Cod Gould bring them out of 


it them with uninter- f 


that land; and took an oth of the children of Ifrael, 


. that they ſhould carry up his bones from chence. He 
| died, being an bundted and ten years old, aud wal 7 


embalmed. When Moſes dclivered the Ifraclites from 

thei Navery i in Egypt, the body of Joſeph was carried 
away and buried near Shechem, in the field which. 
. had * oy, as his particular F 
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„Ten charakter of Joſeph finiſhes the pa ri e 
age.—How far the ſpecimens. already exhibited, have 
- been acceptable and-edifying, I do not certainly know 
but they have coſt me ſome pains to collect and arrange 1 

| them; perhaps more than diſcourſes of another nature. 

| Many characters full riſe to our view. With ſome of 

| theſe, T may hereafter occafionally preſent you; not 85 

confidering myſelf as under obligation to perform this 

regula ly, or in that order which they Rand in ſerip⸗ | 
| ture; there being r no inſeparable connection; but each + 


character making a perfect whole. At preſent 1 ſhall 10 

conclude with fome refleations on the one before us. 93 
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Fur, We hoo how myſterions are the, ways. of WY 


divine Providence! This is ſo principe: 1 2 thing on this 

ſubjeRt, and of fo great importance, as mould fre · | 1 
quently call our attention. It is a pleaſing: aud prof 2. . | 
able exerciſe to trace the dealings of God With ur- 3 
felves and others. - It alfords a continual 1 urce" of [= 
wonder and praiſe. God accompliſhes His purpoſes Das. 
by ways far beyond the non and Sy . 
to the ne of his c 
| way it in * 3 
thy Footfteps are not Inown.* The ways 53 God oe 
: Are in his works both of} nature re 691 © pf grace 15 
. e 
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= * his government of the world, and in hi is redemption 
of ſinners ; in his dealings with parti ular nations * 
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We read, in ſeveral places; of Moſes being an 
read of our bleſſed Saviour, o was the pattern et att 
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5 diſapp- n which have befallen . and at 

5 thoſe perſons who were the innocent. cauſe of them, is 
highly improper. Theſe are not objects which war- 
rant his reſentment. Cain was very wroth, betunſe 

the Lord had reſpect unto his brother's offering and not 

to his; Balaam's anger was kindled, becauſe his aſs 
fell down under him; and Jonah was angry even unte 

' death, becauſe a worm ſmote his gourd that i it wither. 
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'ons * e Moſes 1 


I 


"Fun Bu, ve examine. the DCC 

* was angry, we find them great and i important. When 
|  ſomeof the children of Iſrael, contrary to expreſs di- 
|  redtion, left of che manns until! the morning, and. 
* 5 red worms and flank, we are told that Mo ofes was wroth 
| with them, Their conduct juſtified his reſentment ; 
becauſe it ſhowed diſtruſt in the 8 of God to 
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. great r and have made them ee W : 
was | he angry aun Eleazar and Tthamar, ee 


Aaron, but becauſe they had not eaten Ihe fi 


the holy place, agrecably to the law? It is to be remarked: ; 


too in this inſtance, that when Aaron offered an excuſe 


which ſeemed reaſonable, or atleaſt was ſome mitiga- ; 


tion of his fault; Moſes'was ſatisfied. His anger ſub- 


ſided when the cauſe was removed.” Why was he very 5 | 


roroth with Dathan and Abiram, the e ſons. of Eliab, but 


becauſe they blaſphemed and provoked God, IT their 5 
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being angry except one, which 8 
proper place, the occaſion was juſt, God was'e 
and offended, and his ſervant did well to e angry. 
r an wer e puniſhed ĩ in the divine d 


from his exa rample, oy in ee 
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W CHARACTER or MOSES. 
:SzconDLY, The ch man is moderate iin 
nen, is lawful. It does not take ae. . 

ndaney over his reaſon, or riſe to an exceſſive de- 
er It does not vent itſelf in indecent expreſſions 
and ee. actions. Ho often are men ſeen 

tranſported themſelves, „Abapehle of di 
ecting ak wala 0 ROW and ſeem. under the 
influence of a temporary madneſs! This is far remo- 
ved from the ſpirit of meekneſs, which gives à man 
dominion over himſelf, and ſuffers him to benden to 
s digte, of e and Progences. 


Wang Moſes oof the table aur 5 ue 
them 1871 the mount, it would ſeem, at firſt view,, an 


. _aQofraſh anger, or a ſally of paſſion. There is ſuf- 


fſicient reaſon, however, to think, that greatly as he 
muſt have been moved, he did mot loſe ſelf command, 
| e the tables by divine impulſe; ay 


| to puniſ the people ab idolatry, and partly to 
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of holy affections, he ſhould fall into rage, and behave 
contrary to his ls chores: 8 ** the dai 


7 os he br 3 


n and dignity of his t CCF ou 


"Iv the third place, The week n man is 0 actuated by 
| proper motives. To this we muſt carefully attend on 
this ſubject, for i it diſtinguiſhes true meekneſs from * 
temper naturally eaſy and mild. That ſome by their * 
very conſtitution are not much inclined to angry paſt ? 
ons is certain; and good nature wherever fou nd'is no 
deſpicable quality. It renders perſons happy i in them- 
ſelves and agreeable to others. Moſes, no ; doubt, was 
ſuch an one, diſtin from the influence of grace; and 
to this, his manner of life bad greatly contributed. 
Aſter he fled from the court of Pharac bh, he ſpent 
tory; years! in a 19 een life. . 4 $2 


4 5 ; 2. 


rr 
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To Autan wildom it would appear, the! he 
have been fitter in earlier days for the arduous enter- | 
priſe of delivering the children of Ifrael from their 
ſlavery. Tt ſeems indeed, chat he had thought ſo him- | 
ſelf, and had revolved in his mind the mighty work; 

: for the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that ben he war full 
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ſaote the Egyptian : For he ſuppoſed his brethren ould 
have underflood, how that God by his hand would deliver 
them ; But they under flood nos. The time was not yet 
come; and God ſaw meet to mature Moſes by age 
and experience. At forty he might have been more 
aQiye and enterpriſing, but at eighty he was more wiſe 
and patient. | By ſo long a continuance in Midian, 
engaged 11 in the paſtoral life, be had diſmiſſed all ambi- - 


tious views, and grown fond of retirement and con- 


templation. This may be a reaſon, beſides his ex- 
treme diffidence, why he wiſhed to be excuſed from 
the undertaking. . The caution, the timidity, and the 


averſion to noiſy and tumultuous ſcenes natural to age 
began to ereep upon him. At this period, rather 
than at any other, God ſaw him the ens to accom- 


Fo his deſigns.” * 

ho though Moſes, by nature, was mild, "ns this | 
_ temper. was. nouriſhed, and ſtrengthened by his age and | 
manner of life, yet it is to be aſcribed to more noble | 
principles Divine, grace ſubdued the inordinate affec- | 
Hor. of bis derb. * 8 him under We. influ- 


2 Ss to * e — 5 God. He 1 ba 
becauſe he has been forgiven. Becauſe God loyes him, 
he we his. brother. The or which, 1 this is : 
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| the law af his God, and which he knows to be boly,. 
10. and good. He i imitates God, who is. /{ow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy, who deals not with men after their 
fur, nor rewards them according to their iniquities. . Take 
ny yoke upon you, ſays the compaſſionate Redeemer, and 
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart. * The 
chriſtian is under the power of the truths of the goſpel,, 
| und copies the example of Chriſt, This, as has been 
ſaid, is to be carefully obſerved; otherwiſe we ſhall 
miſtake the workin g8 of nature for the gifts of grace; 
and the ſemblance for the reality. The prineiple from 


which this meekneſs ſprings, andthe motives by which ; 
it is guided, are the great things wine evidence its 
| genuineneſs and ſincerity 1 or” * e e = 


Founray, the — man is E 22 gry. 22 


is patient and forbearing. He is is not like flax or „ N 


der which kindles at the Cit ghteſt touch, but ather 2 
like ; green wood which muſt be long blown, before you” OE | 
produce 4 flame; or like 4 flint which emits us. „ 
ſparkles unleſs i it be often and ere th ick. Te 
is verified in tlie character of Moſes. - ee oh . 


E we 8 de müht af people 1 , 
: "lpm he had to deal, not an army; but a nation; when, | 
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murmufinge and eebeBoany and the great length of 
time he led them, how admirable does his meekneſs ap · 


Pear! How juſt the deſcription which Joſephus | has 
given of him! « He was,” ſays he, «fo great a maſ- 


et ter of his paſſions, that he lived as though he had 
et none; or as if he knew nem only by their names, 
| 60 or by obſerving them i in others.” During the whole 
forty years he led this rebellious and ſtiff necked peo- 


ple in the wilderneſs, there is only one- inſtance 1 re- 
corded, in which he was not meek, and by Which he 


diſpleaſed God. This was at Meribah Kadeſh, where 
the people murmured for water, and where taking 


his rod, he ſaid, Hear now, ye rebels, muſt we fetch you 


- evater out of this rock ? and he ſmote the rock Yavice®* On 
this. occaſion he behaved amiſs, either by impatience, 
or by diſtruſt, or. both; and God teſtified his diſ- 

_ pleafure by declaring that Moſes and Aaron ſhould 


not bring che congregation into the land of Canaan, 
To this the Pſalmift refers, when he ere, They anger- 
me at the waters of frife, ſo that it vent ill with 


Mo oſes for their ſakes ; ; becauſe they provoked his ſpirit, fo 
that he ſpake unadviſedy with bis lips.+ This inſtance 
ows, that though he was mel above all the men which 
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the ſame patience and forbearance, under ſuch multi- 
plied provocations and 1 fell ſhort of Fe. 8 


N 


A. the meek man is not fron, ſo neither i 5s he long 


= angry. He is incapable of harbouring in his brealt 


the deſire and intention of revenge. Anger, ſays Solo- 
mon, refleth i in the boſom of. "fools. * Meekneſs will diſpoſe 
to remove, as ſoon as poffible, the cauſe of offence, and 
to effect a reconciliation. Let not the ſun, ſays the 
A poſtle, go down upon your wrath.+ When the chriſtian | 
pays his evening devotion, he ought to bt up. . 
hands without wrath, More eſpecially, i is it the caſe, 
that i in all f injuries merely perſonal, che meek man is 
'n not ſoon or long angry 3 ; and this i is, „ 


! 6 laſt obſervation, I ſhall Fs in debe th the 
character. He is not concerned for his own Cie . 
and advantage ſeparate from the intereſts of religion, - = 


This ie evident from what gave riſe to the words of - 


the text. The quarrel of Miriam and Aaron was par- | 
ticularly with Moſes, and therefore, he took no notice 


8 * hy 
of it. He left it with God to vindicate his GT 
wil fruſtrate ny evil ahead 515 = 
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Godis i in action, we muſt not hs filent. In the latter | 
eaſe, we ſee Moſes bold as a lion ; but in the former 
meek as a lamb. Indeed the honor of God was 
wounded in the conduct of Miriam and Aaron ; be- 
cauſe they ſpoke againſt one who held a public tation; 
and therefore we find that God ſuffered them not to 
go unpuniſhed. This is a warning to ſuch as make 
free with public characters. As far as they leſſen them 
in the eyes of the people, they injure their uſefulneſs. 
It i is difficult to ſpeak againſt their failings, without 
"Hurting them 1 in their official character; nor is it leſs 
difficult for official men themſelves to diſtinguiſh be. 
tween what is merely perſonal and what is not. This 
is certain, that the glory of Ged is the chief end 
which all ou ght to ſeek, and their own reputation as 
ſubordinate; and if theſe are ſteadily purſued, God | 
ball bring forth their rightoyſug 4 the el and thei 
 Fuſgmen as the mat 2A 


By way of i ioprovemcnt of this fubje; 1 _ 


; That God his upon pi Ss 80 gifts 
. 4nd graces as-qualify them for the work they are 
|  balled to perform. Who does not ſee that meckneſs 
was neceſſary i in one employed i in ſo tedious and labo- : 
: tous 4 buſineſs, as Loſing: the Iſraelites in theſe 
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| marches through the wilderneſs? That on this account, 
1115 grace was given to ob in an eminent degree? 


Aci, as Moſes was a remarkdhle type of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in many other things, ſo alſo in 
meckneſs. To point out thoſe things in him which 
were typical of Chriſt, would alone furniſh matter 
ſufficient for a e * me rather, SY 7 


> 
5 


| Thats you, my brethren, to ſeek to . this 
ſpirit of meekneſs. Thoſe in younger life ought to en · * 
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| deavour to bring their paſſions under due government. 
By long indulgenee they grow ſtubborn and unruly, : 
Sudden gufts of angerare often, excuſed on account of 
their ſhort continuance. It is common to ſay, that „ A 
&« ſuch a- is haſty, but his anger is ſoon over. 5 4 
This, Oy is no ſufficient excuſe, and ſuch ſad- 1 
den and frequent ſtarts make a man miſerable in him- | 
ſelf and dangerous to others. He 18 liable to ſpeak | 
and do wrong things, which it is impoſſible for him, 

: however deſirous, to repair. This 18 the angry ma, 
with whom Solomon adviſes to mate no Friendſhip ; 3, the 1 5 - 
2 man with whom he e thou AR or] Y _ 1 
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Let a freſh occaſion offer, and as uſual, he cafteth fire 


brands, arrows and death, 1 8 + 


Fen x, reaſon and conſtant attention will teach. you. 
= ſelf-command ; but let me dire& you to the never fail- 
ing remedy, the grace of God. Apply to the merits of | 
' the Saviour for the pardon of your ſins, and to his : 
Spirit to ſanctify your natures. Without theſe you can- 


not obtain ſalvation. Depend not on any thing you 


find in yourſelves. The beſt natural diſpoſition and the 
beſt works are not meritorious in the ſight of God. 


True meekneſs and every ſaving grace are not the 


= - fruit of our own endeavours, but of the Spirit of God; 
— n therefore, e you _ ING and on this 
rely. 


2 Mezzxres might be recommended to you by its ſe- 


veral advantages in this world; ſuch as, keeping you 
from the attempts of the i injurious; rendering your 
* ſucceſsful ; giving you ſelf. enjoyment, and 


E . promoting your temporal intereſt. Blgſed are the meek, 
Ft for they all inherit the earth ;* by which is not meant 
E e ſhall inherit a large portion of earthly things; | 
| but that they ſhall have the ſureſt enjoyment of theſe, | 
w. as they are needful and convenient; that they 
208 hall Enjoy. them with the leaſt rife and -" 7 
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CHARACTER OP MOSES. 16. 
and with the trueſt ſatisfaction i in « that own minds In 
ſhort, meekneſs is that quality which makes us moſt / 


rr in ——— and moſt W to > others. 5 


Ler me conclude with exhorting believers fo ks ; 
this divine temper. Come to the fulneſs of Chriſt nd, 


receive grace for grace. Hearken to the words of the 


Apoſtle, who had learned of Chriſt, and in his name 


addreſſes you; Put on,therefore, {as the el of God, holy. 
and beloved) bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, nee lags, long-ſu Hering ; forbearing one another, and | 


> orgiving one another ; 5 if any man have a guarrel againſt 
any © even as Clrif forgave you, ſo off dope. 1 5 
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And the women bare a ſon, and called bis name SAMSON ! ond the 5 
® child grew, and the Lord bleſſed Bim. Anil tha SPIRIT of the = 
| Lond began to move bim at times in the camp of Dan, le "al 


* | 5 


BOUGH ey par = 

eſſential, yet none is uſeleſs or £2 
= ler it is written as well as the others, for our in-. 
\ | frudtion. The diſpcnſarions of Divine Providence = 
| towards him were yarious and remarkable; ) no man Yo 


HISTORY AND 


ctraordinary achievements are related. He was 
| himſelfan army. With his fingle arm he ſpread de- 
ſtruckion among the enemies of * pation, "and 1 * 
e to flight. 


"Hs lived at a time Niven the cher r Eel dee 
Gets ominion of the Philiſtines, and was raiſed 
up by God for the expreſs purpoſe of beginning their 
© deliverance. He was one of thoſe ſupreme magiſtrates, 
, called judges, who governed that people after the c 
Aeath of Joſhua, until the time of Saul, their firſt king, 8 
T ͤ)mbis office was not hereditary, and was not always con- d 
© tinued or uninterrupted. Though the authority of th 
BH judges was not 3 inferior to that of kings, yet they 1 


bad no revenues, and lived without pomp or ſplendor, 
© guards orequipage- They were commonly appointed | © 
| - 3s | by God, and were his vice-gerents ; for He alone was 1 
'8 b be conſidered as ſovereign of the nation. Let us 
d tend to a brief hiſtory of Samſon ; then, to fome the 
F ' queſtions which occur; and * to e 
e de whole wil ſuggeſt, 
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wine, nor ſtrong drink, nor eat any * thing to 


let no razor come upon her ſon's head, for that he. 
thould be a Nazarite unto God from the womb, | 


N were e perſons who brought Ae 
under a vow of obſerving a more than ordinary degree 
of purity. Beſides the laws already mentioned, they 
might not come near a dead body, or aſſiſt at a funeral. 

So rigidly was this obſerved, that if any happened to. 
die ſuddenly in their preſence, they began the whole 
ceremony of ſeparation anew. Samſon according to. 
divine order was conſecrated by his parents, and while Bo | 
the vow laſted only a ſhort time with ſome, he was to 
continue a Nazarite the whole term of his life ; and vet 
one would think that, by reaſon of bis frequent inter- 
courſe with the Philiſtines, and the laughter: often 
made among them, he muſt have been exempted. by 
ma diſpenſation, from the obſervance of lows * 


8 2 > g 5 4 0 „ D 3 
* 


Tur mother of Samſon FFT 518 her ber- 
band of what the angel had told her, he requeſted 0 "5 
God another viſit, which was accordingly e 
and the foriner directions were repeated. Manoah 
| ent a Kid and offered i it in ſacrifice to the] L x „„ 
1 ißed his acceptance by the aſcent of the gel 
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|, 


| As the angel had foretold, the woman bare a ſon, 


 whomſhe named Samſon. Very early in life, the Spi- 
ri of the Lord began to move him; to infuſe into his 


mind heroic thoughts, and enable him to diſplay un- 


common ſtrength and oourage.—Perhaps it is not go- | 


ing too far out of the way for a remark to ſay here, 
that ffrong liquors are by no means neceſſary to the 
health and firength of the body. The free and con- 
fant uſe of them weaken and deſtroy. Samſon 

quenched his thirſt with pure water, and where was the 
arm nerved like his? His ſtrength indeed, as will be 


| afterward ſeen, was miraculous ; but may we not ſup- 


poſe, that his mode of life was beſt adapted to the pur- 


_ Poſe, and infer that plain food and drink make the 
body moſt active and vigorous? Tt is a miſtake too 


prevalent, that men cannot-ſaftain hard labour without 
| the aid of diſtilled ſpirits, Experience might teach 


that thoſe who abſtain, or at leaſt uſe them with great 


© moderation, endure fatigue better, are more free from 


diſeaſes, and eſcape the danger of contracting the per- 


5 emed . habit of i renne 


88 his parents did not approve, but wiſhed him to avoid 
* with idolaters 2 and 285 narry 


== 4 
Pt, * 


8 come to nume ahr i 


| 4 ee of obtaining for a wife, the daughter of 


aPhiliſtine at a place called Timnath. This choice 
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| among his own people. — not that this ; 


very thing would introduce a quarrel between him d 
: and the Philiſtines, It is thought that Samſon had | 


ſome foreknowledge that this marriage would eventu· 
ally prove of advantage to his nation, and that, this | 
made him ſo anxious to accompliſh i it. Get her for meg 


ſaid he, for ſhe pleaſeth me well, * Though matches | 


are ge nerally made throu gh mutual good liking, yet 


ſomething more than the gratification of his fancy, is | 


expreſſed in theſe words; if we conſider what immedis 


ately follows ; He ſought an occaſion againſt the PE 
tines 5 by this mean he hoped for opportunities of : 
checking their inſolence and oppreſſion. But in 
what⸗ ver licht we view this, and other parts of his 
Conn, we muſt remark and admire the wiſdom of 25 
God, in over- ruling every event for the fulfilment of £ 

| his purpoſes, What to man ſemis calamitous, is oftes— _ 
in the end happy; . out of ors” ations, he = 5 IN 
bringsgreat good. hos „% nd Yr I MY LW -Y 


Teen, indulgent parents conſtrited fo bir a » to. | 7 h | : 


1 king — agility and Rog. n 


with their ſon and treat about his intended marriages... 
On the way he gave the firſt inſtance that i is recorde ws OK 5 
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had uo weapon in uus band, yet he received the lion, 
""— him, with as much eaſe avif it had been a kid, 


Wu EN. 1 * this 3 ways. at * time ap- 
pointed to celebrate his nuptials, his parents being 
again with him, he turned aſide to view the careaſe of 

the lion, which he found dried up, and a ſwarm of bees 
? with honey i in the ſkeleton. . He ate of the honey, and 
Mo gave ſometo his father and mother : but, as he had 
not before informed them of his exploit i in killing the 
lion, ſo neither did he now inform them whence he had 
taken the honey. Though bees are known to avoid 
 diſagreeable ſmells and to abſtain from fleſh, yet if we 
conſider that nothin g remained of the lion but dry 
bones, it will not ſeem incredible that they ſettled in 
his ſkull ; eſpecially as they have been ſometimes found 
in the cull and tombs of men. 4 


© 


3 + . this: eircumſtance, zam formed. the riddle 
=. hich he propoſed to the young men, who bore him 
: 08 ny, as was then the cuſtom, at his marriage feaſt. 


24.3 


'S He engaged, if they could explain it, during the time 

vor the feaſt, to give them thirty ſheete, and thirty change 

3 oe of garments, or ſuits of clothes; but if they failed, they 
= -- PR were to forfeit an equal number to him. The words 
5 ol the riddle were, Out of hos eater come fort naß and | 
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* outef the firong, or ſharp, came forth / ectneſe. * _ Not 
being able to expound this riddle, they. ap 
Samſon's wits; threatening her ee, if ſhe did 
not obtain the ſecret from him. 80 en 
learned on what ſide he was vuln. 
might aſſail him to the gr 
him with great importunity, RA with tears 


ſhe won vids men, who eee 4 


the limited time, anſwered the riddle, by ſaying," What: 


is ern than Tur Fl ' and *. is flronger' than 6 
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went immediately to Aſhkelon, a city of the Philiſ- 4 
tines, and having, flain thirty men, bro he. their 


4 


clothes but reſenting the treachery of his wife, he left 


her, and returned to his father's houſe. In h his abſence _ 
ſhe was married to one of the yeung men | | bal 
| been his companions at the wedding ; ſo that wð ? 
lome time after he took a, preſent, and en- 
view of being reconciled. to- her, n 
bias dmitt: ace to her chamber, 
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what had happened, and thought to ſatisfy kim er 


Brigid fairer filter i in ber lead. 
*S 4 


. ang Wied a fs Mi 
Aim 55 the Philiſtines, determined on revenge, which 
ry ſingular manner. Having col- 
1 fire-brand or torch between 


"WRAY up their corn, both that which. was in 
* the ſhocks, and that which was ſtill ſtanding, as well 
as the wine and olive yards. When the 
underſtood that Samſon kad e e e Spen- 
nion of his offence, hey burnt his wife and father- in- 
_ hw, through vexation. ' Upon which, not contented 
with buraing their fields, and to' vex them ſtill more, 
1 aſſaulted their de and made a eee 
ae eee en, 
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mould he been able to procure fo great a-number of 
= bees, - Infidels in particular, have been pleaſed for 
= want * better nk to turn — into 


——ä— 2 — 


out they cannot believe this, becauſe. - 
; * . a divine revelation. 1 5 
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[ach Hinds folved the difficulty by giving an th r 
nnlades of the worde, and ſome by calling in the 
4. of a miracle. 8 den ecourſe to 
et as here related. We know both. fre 
 credand profane hiſtory, that foxes abounded in ibis 
| country, and that ſome places. had their names ** 
this very circumſtance. We read of the Iand WAR 
or the fox, of Hazar  Shual, or the Los: habit 
| and of Shual-abbim in the very tribe to which Samſon * 
belonged. It i is not ſaid in what ſpace of time he col» | 
lected theſe foxes. It is not faid they were taken by 
hunting, and by a ſingle hand. He en ore ben 
 tolleRing chem for ſome time; thi i 
been taken in nets, and by many ands. 10 
further that foxes are very miſchicoug animals me 
the deſign i in taking them might, have deen, as well for 
- their deſtruction as for i injury to che 'Philitines—Ix ; 
is aſſerted i in hiſtory that Lucius Sylla, when he by 
pretor, ordered to be ſhown on the amphi theatre, an 
0 hundred lions; that Julius Ceſar, when he v was dic * 
tator, four hundred; and that the Emperor Pro bus, : Y 
LE one 5 exhibited a thouſand ae. = | 
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and ſhall it it be thought romantic; 10 Ca 


— i judge of Ifricl, ſhould collect three hundred 


creatures, eaſily managed, and which abounded in his 
-nieigh ourhood ?. Is it not a ſtrange N cles 


| the ons, and trains at the other ?? of as SE Wr 


- F 3 
Ky 


SY faperficial thinkers i imagine, ht this "v4 


| tagem of Samſon was ill-choſen. . Nothing could have 


anſwered his purpoſe better. To have employed hands 
was not ſo bkely to have ſpread. the fire, and would 


. have brought upon them the vengeance of the. PI iſ: | 


tines; but the foxes turned out in different parts, tyed | 


in pairs, running ſwiftly, and now and then drawing 


| ontrariwiſe, were likely to ſpread the * over the N 


„ 
wy F -* 


whole S as the event fully noed. 


| 8 1 is not the deſign at preſent to ede Samſon 
= this roce 
. to have dove, was neither impraticable nor fooliſh. 


ling, but to ſhow that what he is related 


le e di d, und his righteouſneſs in doing it, are 


I 7 "different things. This very tory of the foxes 


x e meaſure confirmed by heathen teſtimony. 
E t was commemorated at Rome, on every return of | 


| ip harveſt, bs fo the ceremony of tying fours, and 
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highly probable, that” the true origin was this 
gem of Samſon. - Let us return ta his hiſtory. | 


Arxzs the gw magier of the Philitines, which ” 
has been mentioned, he retired to the rock Etam, 4 
place of ſecurity in the tribe of Judah. The Phill” 
tines having ſuffered ſo many injuries, came in armed 
| force to demand that he ſhould be delivered 045 The 
geople of udah fearing their wrath, ſent three thau- 
fand men, who expoſtulated with Samſon, on the Dat 
gerous conſequences of his conduct; and tod him, 
| that they were come to bind and deliver him up 
2 8 hs nds 
kak is wahle 9 Mn. hy . 
nee en bb ought hin to the - 


| 8 of an. LNG he we ah it a + touts wan; 
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ds of the Philiſtines. To this he 


r 


rr 


+ wy ada” 


— 0 A 9 


„ oo Ca > 


— 


— 


— — Ä 


— 


3 
k 
* B 
! b 
L 
4 
9 
3 n 


* 


(is 


any where recorded, and can be accounted 


which God, at times, diffuſed h all 


| his finews, joints and bones It is to be. confdered 


that in this age, fire arms were unknown, and bodily 
| Airength always gave the ſuperiority in battle, and was 
. indi in a warrior. We can eafily conceive 
to too that certain, circumſtances might have favored this 


oe 


ende ee Ee, ar Samſon 
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for oply by ſupernatural aid, and that wonderful 


the jaws: and there. came 8 thereout a but ſome 4055 | 1 
poſe; that it ſhould: be, He clave ij hollow placerin Lei. 
The miracle is che ſame in both caſes, for it was as 1 
eaſy to bring water from the bone, as fronmzss rack, 
5 che latter interpretation ſeems to agree with What „ 
is afterward ſaid of its being in Lebi unto this 4 5 9 
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e forcibly are ä frailty wig: 1 
and his entire dependance upon God. _ Samſon, i invin⸗ 1 1 
cle 5 hoſts, a hd thi > 


is to be aoded to d. We" 
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Heart. She undertook for a. fi 
ler by the Lords ef the Ph 
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. city \ with oh two = and the bar, and 
laõying them upon his ſhoulders, carried them as far as 
the top of a hill, in fight. of Hebron. At length, a 
moſt fatal adventure befel him: Ir came 10 paſe, that 

he dada woman in the valley of Sorel, whoſe name was 
Dellab. - Whether this was a woman of Iſrael, or 
one of the daughters of che Philiſtines; whether ſhe 
was his wife, or only a harlot, is not {aid in ſcripture. 
Some have been of opinion that Samſon was married 
to her ; but others, becauſe there is no mention made 
of ; "any marriage rites, and becauſe the Philiſtines 
_ bribed her to betray him, have been, of a different 


„ 


opinion. Certain it is, that he was of a mercenary 


diſpolition, and whatever charms and 9 of f 
_ perſon ſhe. poſſeſſed, had a very baſe and treacherous 


a of money promiſed 
| ines, to obtain from 


0 Samſon, and diſcover! to them, the ſource of his un. 


or mon ſtrength.” She belet him with alt $25 121 aud 
wiles; b he evaded, but in vain ; ſhe redoubled her ll 


5 bebe; ſhe teazed, wept and upbraided. She aid 
uno Bin, how canſt thou ſay, 1 low thee, when thine 


* 27 2 


SE beart i is not "with me Ed Thou haft mocked me thee three 


times, and 5e not told, ne wherein thy, great frength 
Laib. +: ' Samſon feared. not his enemies in 0 . [ 


r fg 
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though an hoſt 3 pa Abr 3 ie k re 
an enemy he could not withſtand.” At the nkmeade | by 
8 Philiſtine, every nerve was ſtreteked and every muſcle © 
felled 3 but before Delilah be was tame 4 
and cringing. 4] 


and tongue-batteries,” , were more dangerous , to * 
. chan would have been all the ſons of Anak. The 1 
nowned ſoldier, foftened with pleaſure, and vexed to 
| death, laid the pledge « of his rength | in her lap, ſuf- 
ſered his locks to be ſhaven, broke his you, and the i 
Lord departed from bim. : The Philiflines be upon thee 
Samſon, . Ariſe, ſoldier, ; ariſe ! Weak. now as other | 
5 men, the Philiſtines came upon him, put. out his eye PRE 
carried him t to Gaza, | bound him with letters of braſs, 
: and made him grind at a, mill, Vke an abject , Nave, 

- All now, where i is Samſon, the Judge. of, Iſrael, the 
terror of bis enemies, and the bulwark of hi nation.? | 
Betrayed, captived, bünd, inſulted, a 3 
drudge.—Beſi des the many uſeful "refleQions 1 which 
occy here, who does 1 not ſee the ; awful. _ conſequence : 5 Fo 
of inning againſt God? This reduced Samſon i into all 

| bis miſery and diſtreſs. Yer unwary youth, learn from | 

| this example to ſkun the fafcination of unlawful pleas NE: 


5 ſire. See how i it TO the e ſoul, and at once laſts 
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70 ho hath eg — wounded ; yes 5 men 
flain by her. Her houſe is the wway.to hell, going 
eee * * it is time to * 
to the concluding ſcene. Le Take 


ae continued j in this deplorable Situation, until 
: | hair began to grow, and God, on his repentance, 
E 4 renewal of his vow, was pleaſed to reſtore his 
1 engt! About this time, the Lords of the PkiliC- 
. * _ tice came together to rejoice, and. offer facrifice to 
- their god Dagon, for having delivered their worſt 
enemy into their land. and Re hs — ant grown 
merry, they ſent for Samſon, that they might divert 
themſelves with him. The building where the feaſt 
| is belebrated, and which held « raft number of ſpec 
bn  tators; is f generally ſuppoſed to have been of wood, 
| an erecded after the form of the theatres among the 
Romans. It is alſo ſuppoſbd, that about the middle 
| Athebatlding were two large beams upon which the 
weight of the whole trufure reſted, and that theſe 
beams w were ſupported by. two main Pillars contigtou 
fo each other | There are accounts j in ancient hiſtory 
of more capacious buildings of this ſort, than,what is 
* here mentioned. 
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the villas, Haridg laid hold on thee one with üs 

richt hand, and the other with his left; and ſupplica- 
ting God for ſtrengih, be hook the houſe, do that it 1 
fell, and cruſhed no lefs than three liouſuud ol 2 


vis gm 


to death, and himſelf in the midſt of beh. W ; „ 1 


 Tavs Hel this extraordinary man, of abs what; "4h 1 4 
is is fabled of Hector, Achilles, or Hereules, was true, | 
and more. Indeed it is probable that the heathen, 4 
Hercules was the Samſon 'of ſacred vrit.— Time will 5 ö 
ſcarcely admit, to introduce even in the briefeſt mannery,, ':  _- 


FS 9 


ſome queſtions which ariſe from this hiſtory. F 3 | 


13 * 3 — 
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„ Was Samſon of — ball, 6 or gigantic . of - 
ah ?—Had this been the caſe, the Philiflines would ® = | 
have been at no. loſs to diſcover wherein his great : 4 1 
firength lay ; but seeing ſuch aſtoniſhing feats nat — 
formed by : a body not uncommon, it might well excite 
their w onder. His rength was evit lently mirac lou 
perhaps not always inherent, but beſtowed is the oc 
bon required. Thus we find it ſaid, when he | 


its, that the Spins of the Lord a 
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Was is his haixthe antural dh of his * No 
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1 "Ts not to be ſuppoſed, | His Rrength depended | 
25 enant between God and him, the ſign of 
25 hich was his air When therefore he ſuffered this 
. to be e of, he hs this chan, and forfeited his 
% > ge to the bleſſing. | 
f > A 8 A important . * 5 of theſe, 
5 reſpedt: the n manner of his death. Ought he to have 


" died i in "that. manner 2 Was he not chargeable with 


dhe ſpirit of revenge 2nd de He is acquit- 

ted by cafuiſts c on theſe principles; that he was moved 

| thereto by the great "Arbiter" of life and death; 

chat as the judge and defender of Iſrael, he de- 

Bog voted his life to the public good ; that he did not in- 

dend bis own death, any farther chan as it was thei in- 
e conſequence of deſtr oyi 8 ſo many of che 

enemies of is ; nation. k In this view (he died, like a 

onqueror i in the | field of bade, F By the ia 7 crifice of 
his life, he wrought, deliverance ; and in this view efpe- | 
cially is he reckoned a type of. our Lord: and Saviour . 


lets Chriſt; vl by, death overcame 
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| that every particular incident- of 15 life ta] 
ine account. It is ſufficient that the reſemblana hold | 
in great and leading circumſtances, Though Maul + 
be impious to apply every article in dhe hiſtay 
Samſon to Chriſt, yet in me: 
ably en | 


1 we e admire ht ha who role ventures bis life a 
| for his country? Surely infinitely more ought we to. 185 
admire him, my brethren, who endured for us the 5 
avenging wrath of at, offended God. What are any. 
privileges that can be enjoyed in this world, compared 
Vith freedom from ſin and n and reſtoration to e 
favor and | enjoyment of God? 


"a 


7 
\ In STEAD > them of S your attention any Farther 
to the character of Samſon, and pointing out che par- 5 


ticular leſſons his oy teaches, by,» me Ape the =; 


rious Land almighty Saviour. When 5 — Nas no eye ; i 
to pity and no hand to ſave, he voluntarily undertook. 24: ; = 
: the redemption of rind T1: 1s e chat he IRE” 


* 


death, and lives for evermore z md * 
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kim'can his people look as a a powerful King in wa, 
managing and directing all their affairs. It is tomake us 
Wile unto ſalvation, that theſe ſacred pages are writ« 
ten; to teach us to fear and truſt in God, hat the 
ways of his provi ce in former ages are recorded; 
to inſti] the leſſons of virtue, that characters are ex- N 
hibited with their virtues and their vices. Let us re- 


member, that faith in Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation 


of all true religion, and the prineiple of all obedience 


acceptable to God. This only can ſave our ſouls, and 
dtmis we ought to ſeek more than remarkable gifts or | 
_ diſtinftions among men. Where now are all the high · 

_ _ ſounding names of old? Death has laid them low, 


and they liye but in the breath of others. Even the 


mighty flame of Samſon was ſoon extinct, and his bo- 
dy moulders in the duſt between Zorah and Efotaol 


His name ftands recorded only to ſhow the power of 


God, the vanity of human = and how much weak. 


neſs is often united to the greateſt ſtrength. Thus 


8 faith the Lord, bt not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, 


neither le the mighty man glory in his might ; let not the | 


rich man glory in his riches : but let him that gloricth, glory 


in this that 0 —_— and — 880 that 1 am 


Eſet rightomyueſs in 3 : for in theſe things . f 


_ the ke "bs e ee 
88 ix, 23 233 24. = . 


| CHARACTER 


OF SAMSON. 
 viour, was Samſon, and muſt all be indebted for 

vation. Whoever is united to the Son of God, 
be made to triumph over death,. and be admit 
live and reign with him, 
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when this earth and time ſhall 


be no longer, 
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HISTORY 


SAMUEL x. 24. 
40 Samuel ſaid. to the people, See ye b abo the Lon 3 
2, that there is none like bim among all the people ? —— 
Ye pou ſhouted, and faid, Gon SAVE THER KING, l | 


* * / » ö : * 1 


dren of Ilrael at the election of 8a ul heir ſirſt 


3 under the peculiar care of God, until the days of the 


16 HIS TO R YA N D 
Ifrael aſſembled, made ern their grievances to "IR 
muel, and requeſted that a king hould be appointed, 
as in other nations, This requeſt was difpleaſing , to 
Samuel. He conſulted the Lord on the occaſion, . 
directed him to comply, at the ſame time declarin 8 
that their conduct was not ſo much an affront to Sa- 
muel, as rebellion againſt himſelf. They have not re- 
Jeaed thee, but they have refeted me, that I foould not 


reign over them.* 


Tux guilt of that ets appears, when we conſider 
that their government was a cheocraey. God was their 
| king, i ina more peculiar manner, "than he was of : any 
other © nation; and eee © in the delre of e 
3 It gt Ca ou bow. the 1 Cracy 1 laſted; he | 
Thinking that it ceaſed on the commencement of regal 1 

power, founding their opinion. on theſe words, They 
have rejefled me 5. and others, that it continued until 
| the coming of our bleſſed Saviour; 3 founding, their 
; e on theſe words, The ſeeptre ſhall not depart from, 

4 or a law-giv from. between bis feet until. Shiloh. I 
7 pan, 4 Itis certain that the nation of the Jews was | 


3 Meth, and Ion that. their bags ing, „ 
2 Op: „ fon. 
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ſplendor of the eaſtern monarchs, the gorernment 
aun Giffey e from that under the CIP 


. 7 
15 


1 Saen faithfully + told OR of 14 3 many 
inconveniencies which would attend kingly power, yet 
they abjectly were contented to ſubmit, and peremp- 
torily inſiſted on their requeſt, Nays but we will haves 
ling over us ; that we 4ſſ may be. like all the nations, 
, and that our king may judge us, andgo out before ut, and 
fight our battle.“ They ſinned not only in deſiring a 
king, but in aſking one in ſo i improper and abſolute a 
— eren ee and 1 


i 2 45 a 

Tax E 2 wow the fl "en: Sunn! 10 
anoint, was Saul the ſon of Kim, of che tribe of Ben- 
2 jamin. After he had anointed him, informed him * 
the deſign, and given him ſeveral ſigns in confir 


Saul returned to a a private life. The 77 


166 1 70 RY AND 


00 of this fa 
to be abſent during the deQtion, . ee 
: found and uſhered among the people, he appeared ſo 
| tall and well proportioned, his countenance fo comely 
and dignified, and he meved with ſuch majeſty and 
| grace, as to be received with high acclamatians, See | 
I him, ſaid Samuel, <vhom the Lord hath choſen, that 
there is none Bike Bim among all the People? And all __ 
We prope foutedand Jaid, An gt os: 


To the charafter 7 

| thren, will be now called 3 a character in which we 
will find ſomething to praiſe, and much to blame; a 

character unſtable, and which appears different at the 

beginning, from what it does at the end of his reign ; 
but frond which, we may date many uſcful leſonsfor 
"i in life, ; 


_— - ; al is 4 | pry = 
Tus dare hiſtorian mentions more REIN the | 


| u Kature and comelincſs of Saul, as no ſmall 


85 ommend | " Wes a 8 n. 
: ha wo ig hay ee. Win essa quali | 


re importance, than at firſt / view we 
„ The dard ling en, | 
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and the Eaſtern 8 had | regard to th 
nal appearance of their monarch. An adrantagecus 
ſtature was greatly eſteemed; and . this had not beet, 

attended to, the wiſhes of the 
been gratified.. This is, at this ow defirable in a fol- 1 
dier, and was ſtill more ſo in early times, when ſue 
ceſs depended chiefly on bodily activity and ſtrength. 
This however is certainly far from being the moſt i 
portant requiſite i in a prince; and we value a cabinet 


. 


not ſo much for its outward. decorations, as for the | 
: curioſities within, Great and excellent minds are, of e 
connected with ſmall and even deformed g 


the Lord ſent Samuel 10 an int 3 and Eliab wy 
his ſtature was the perſon age wy Ls ane ſaid; 
not on his countenance, or on'the height 4f BY Aalure 5 oe 
cauſe I have refuſed him ; ; for the 125 ſeeth not as matt 
felt; for 1 man loketh on the outward 7 tut the 

Lord loketh on the bert. 8 Mi : n ens a; A i mw 


2900 "n13TORY. AND 
allencies. As the neceſli af the kegleci xequized 
ate, ſo they. were che only things to ſupport his 
eaſe; his fame. He was conſtantly atten- 
* improvement of his military foroe, and to 
Amo annoying his enemy. When he ſacv any 
unt man, er any vebaut mas, he toak him into the ſer- 
nn. For theſe things he is entitled to praiſe ; or ra- 
Quer it is due to God, who qualifies men for the part 


they have to act. e abs, gifs of a. 
8 


| Soon * ment eee 
den offered op.which he diſtinguiſhed himfelf, andeſta- 
bliſhed his authority among the people. Nabaſh the 
Ammonite laid fiege to the city of Jabeſh-gilead, and 
i ted on the moſt cruel terms of ſurrender, even that 
they ſhould conſent that he ſhould thruſt out all thcir 
right eyes, and he. allowed them, at their requeſt, ſe- 
ven days to conſider of this. condition. The tidings 5 
- were carried to Saul, who was moved with extreme 
„ eee aſſiſtance t0 che Ss 
— 5 - diſpoſed his En Reads 
wy a. eee — thats of . 


* 4 F bf 2 8 2 DRY the ©; A. 
4 »* þ + + + wi 4 = 8 * — * - * __ Hi * = 4 = 1 „ 5 : 
: 4 5 + ns 7 


- 


* 


CHARACTER OF SAUL. 0 


who eſcaped, to were not left together. * This Aion 
gained him great popularity. At his election, there 
| were ſome male-contents, whodeſpiſed him on account; 
of the ſmallneſs of the tribe to which he belonged, 
and the obſcurity of his family, but now they were, 
over-awed. The people were for putting to death thoſe. 
who had ſpoken diſreſpectfully of him. Saul, on' this 5 
| vecaſion, diſcovered a greatneſs and generoſity of | | 
ſoul by preventing their deſign. He would not ſuffer 
them to ſully the glories of the day, or cauſe mourning LI 
wa, en e ad ee 1 
nion eee banks and uncertain. 
A man to be famous, muſt be proſperous. tent. 
* ern there is the en ceſs, 


mY 
* 


character the ae David, when 15 ern * 
| over Saul, and Jonathan his ſon, From the 
Nin from he ft of the nigh, the . 5 
 turnd not back, and the ſword dalle ue, 
2 were fait ties eule, "_ . b 
** Saus! kigd x not 5 thoſe altar pie 8 has 
Ricute the foldier and the leader, but at his firſt acceſs | wy, 
| Fw: 1. Sits tene 5 85 
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HISTORY AND | 


fon to power, he appears to have been modeſt, humble 


"and prudent.” When Samuel diſcloſed to him the 


proſpect of the kingdom, he anſwered, Am not 1 a 
© Benjamite; of the ſmalleſt of the tribes of Iſrael? And my 
family the leaſt ef all the families of the tribe of Benjamin ? 
"Wherefore then ſpeakeſt thou ſo to me? When the people 
Were aſſembled to make a choice, he hid himſelf from 
the public view; and when ſome ſpoke contemptu- 
ouſly, and refuſed to bring him the uſual preſents, he 
took no notice of their conduct, but quietly. retired. 
At this time, he gave no evidence of ambitious views, | 
and there was nothing aſſuming or haughty in his de- a 


; meanor. Some may aſcribe this to poliey; hut why 


not rather believe, that he was, as Samuel afterward 

him, little in his own fight; that he felt not at 
* preſent, the working of thoſe principles which * 
and ſucceſs, in ons of fix, © called forth,” 


* ; 


| Man differ ly From: Gti, 3 to 


we circumſtances in which they are placed. Not only 
does a high ſtation render their virtues and their vices 


more oonſpicuous, but, on too many, has a baneful 


*: Influence. It affords the means of ſenſual gratification, 
andi it begets i in the heart deſires ſtill more corrupt. 
| No one can certainly fay, if unreſtrained by grace, 
2 'of what he will not be g guilty. Ute 5 not only deceives 
| e but i is s ofien deeded himſelf, One desen | 


- 


become hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fing and 
at length ruſh into the commiſſion of crimes, the very 
thought of which at firſt made him tremble. In one fitu- 


in another, totally diſregard them. It thy ſervant a dog, 


he afterwards did it. The man that hath done this thing, 
faid David, hall furcly die: not knowing that he pro- 


condemned in another, he himſelf had committed. 
We need not therefore, be ſurpriſed to ſee an incon- 
ſiſteney of character in men, when placed in different 


CHARACTER OFSAUL. „ 
from the law of God may lead to another, until he | [418 


nounced his own ſentence ; that what he ſo 056 


ation of life, he may obſervethe precepts of religion, and 


faid Hazael, chat he ſhould do this great thing? Aud et-. 


4 


circumſtances, and when opportunities ſerve to excite | 


their various paſſions, | Had Saul remained in private | 


life, he would not have been guilty of ſo many crimes. þ 


He would have been more virtuous and more bappy. 


ä 3 3 bis 3 are, in 7 degree 
| imputable 1 to the moſt dreadful diſorder incident to bu. 
man nature, and with which he was often. aMlicted. . 


| right frenzy or madneſs. Some have ſuppoſed. from 


Troubled N bin, that he was really e wich dexi ; 


This. was a deep melancholy, approaching to do n- Pens 


ſe words of ſcripture, an evil ſpirit from the, Lord . . 


4 HISTORY AND: 


language, FIR the diſpoſition of the body, as well 
as of the mind, and that it was common among the 
Jews to impute every afliQion, when ignorant of its 
| cauſe, immediately to the hand of God; and if, 
_ beſides, we conſider the frequent returns of this ma: 
| lady in Saul, the ſymptoms, and the remedy uſed, 
ve will rather believe, that it was melancholy; which, 
though not without the direction of Providence, may 
yet be aſcribed to natural cauſe. The mind and the 
body ſtrangely and mutually affect one another. A dif- 
ordered body; produces evil paſſions, and evil paſſions 
diſorder the body. We have an account of this diſ- 
temper coming upon Saul, after his diſobedience to 
in, Samuel plainly told him, that the Lord had rejec- 
ed him from being king: He had been formerly threat- , 
| ened for preſuming to offer fen at Gilgal, before 
R arrival of Samuel, and by this laſt act of neglect to 
obey a poſitive and divine command, he loft the favor 
And protection o God. The kingdom was taken 
f from him, and another appointed in his room. This 
and the remorſe of his own conſcience, probably 
| brought him into a melancholy ſtate, which was nou- 
ned by his 5 of SONGS and 4. continual Bas 
1 'prebenſions. © oy I 


% # 1 4: i oi, Me „ 
F * o 5 Tl 7 «© * 4 2 5 4 e 2 # OH EEE Se. 8 ow. 2 : 
2 2 5 1 1 A 2 33 £5 ods 7 4 _ WS 7 
n % T; , 
A - N L 


CHARACTER OT SAU. 


© Tr was not, however, without intervals. Hie was 
adviſed to try the power of muſic, and by this, at . 
times, his temper was ſweetened, and his paſſions ak 
| layed. At the melody of David's harp, he war re- 
Freſbed, and was well, and the evil ſpirit departed from 
bim. Examples might be produced both from ſacred 
and profane hiſtory of the happy influence of muſie. 
It was an art of early invention. Jubal, one of the 
deſcendants of Cain, var the father of all fuch as handle 
the harp and organ. At this time, David was a great 
proficient, and truck his harp with ſuch” wonderful 
till, as to compoſe and delight the king . 10 con- 
ceived, on this account, a love for him, made him His 
armour- bearer, and retained him for ſome time R 
court. Muſic ought to be cultivated by all, who 2 5 
©; would render the worſhip of God pleaſing and edify: 
ing. The ſinging of praiſe is a principal part of _ 
ſervice on earth, and is repreſented to us as the em- 
ere 1 ln wg of heaven. er dare a: 


of of ſp ws . ag the exercſeshich a. 5 


| ET David poſſeſſed no other; — bs nn 9 
| | Killhveremained in favor; but « unhappy for Sk 


: * Chip. mo 2% +6 Gen, iv. 22. W s 1 


86 HISTORY. AND. 


Ft 3 


| that age, a and ſoon excited i in him the higheſt envy nad 
Jealouſy, This jealouſy broke out in the moſt outra- 
geous manner, knew neither bounds nor decency, and 
ſettled into an implacable hatred. From this time he 
Was no longer the ſame man, lovely and pleaſant, as 
David celebrates him. His temper: became ſour, re- 
ſerred, and ſubject to frequent ſtarts of paſſion. From 
this time, we date his moſt cruel and wicked acts, 
Several times he attempted to kill David with his own 
| hand. He openly affronted him, by marrying his 
eldeſt daughter, contrary to his promiſe, to another, 
and then gave him his ſecond, with an evil intention. 


* ” 


He ſpoke to his officers to kill him; and once, in his 
nage, aimed a blow at the life of his own ſon, becauſe 


be pleaded in David's behalf. David having fled from 
is preſence, and ſought ſecurity where he could find 
it, Saul purſued him from place to place, and hunted 
him lie a partridge in the mouttains. Caſting of all ref: 
pe& to Samuel, and diſregarding the ſervice of God, 
he came againſt David when under protection of the 

prophets. He flew Abimelech and the prieſts of the 

Lord, in all eighty- ive perſons, becauſe Ahimelech 

had: afforded ſome relief to David in diſtreſs. 1 And | 
he was guilty of al this bitter perſecution againſt a 


man who did him ne injury, "who fought has battles, 4 ö 


and who ſparedhis life W thay: once, when i in * : | 
n + Chap. * 


5 F 
* * 
F . 3 


en AAC E. R or 84v * 5 


power 1 a becauſe he had the beppineſst to be . 
dowed with extraordinary talents, had the love of the 
people, and v was Se . God to ſucceed to che 


85 throne. 
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{Tr e en up Toms n 
The heart of Saul ſometimes relented, and this afocs 
Kill more a into his eee 


e going done i into a cave, king avid 110 
| men had concealed themſelves, his men urged im to 


embrace that opportunity of killing his enemy; but 55 


he rejected their propoſal with abhorrence, and ap- 
2 proaching him privilx, cut of the ſkirt of his robe. 
When Saul had left.the.cave,, David called to him ata 
diſtance, ſhowed him the ſkirt .of his, robe, and 5 
tenderly. expoſtulated with. bim on his conduct, that he 
wept aloud, confeſſed David's i innocence, 2 and his own 
guilt, and .after making David ſwear, that when he 
came to the throne, he would not injure. his. family 
the. returned home. ; = 


4 
£ * — n 4 N r 4 N * * * . 
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l wa occaſion, Ihen Ball came omi cut e 


thouſand choſen men, David went with bfai inter 


. 14 by. night, and finding f them buried 
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gh HISTORY AND. 
in EY though Abiſhai aſked leave to kill Saul, yet | 
David peremptorily forbade him, telling him of the 
evil of it, but he brought off the ſpear and the cruſe . 
of water, which lay at Saul's bolſter. When David 
bad retired to a convenient diſtance, he upbraided 
Abner, the captain of Saul's hoſt, for his negligence, 
and again expoſtulated with Saul on his conduct, who 
ſhewed the ſame compunction as before, and promiſed 
David to make no more attempts on his life.. David, 
however, knowing the inſtability of his temper, and 
how little dependance was to be put in his declara- 
tions, thought it ſafeſt to flee out of his dominions. 


| Tn how pitiable a condition does Saul appear! The 
wretched llave of baſe paſſions! 1 0 ſinner, ſee in him 
thine own picture! Thy conſcience reproves thee at 
times, for thy tranſgreſſions, and fills thee with ſhame 
and ſorrow ; thy judgment AI EDS what is right, 
and thou formeſt reſolutions to amend ; but, at the 
- onſet of temptation, they are all broken, and thou art 
| Hurried away as with a torrent. Thus thou wilt go 
en ſimning and repenting, unleſs grace ſeize thy beart, 
ft” * down in endleſs horror and Roni. 


CHARACTER OF SAULI. 85 
and darker. About this time, the Philiſtines invaded. 
the land of Iſrael, with a very formidable army. They | 

encamped at Shunem, and Saul with his army en - 

camped on Mount Gilboa. The Philiſtines being 
more numerous, and better prepared for war, Saul was 
exceedingly afraid-as to the iſſue of a battle. hat : 
increaſed his fear and perplexity was, that Samuel was. 
now dead, and God would not be conſulted by him iz 
or give him any inſtructions. In this exigence, though 
he had before baniſhed all the wizards, and thoſe "that 
dealt with familiar ſpirits out of the land, yet he had : 


recourſe for conſultation, contrary to the expreſs w 
of God, to a woman of this character, at Endor. —It | 


has exerciſed both ancient aud modern wilted to deter- 
mine, whether Saul ſaw a real apparition, or whether 
he was deceived by the woman; whether it was the 
ghoſt of Samuel, or ſome evil ſpirit- which was conju- 
red up. Suffice it to fay, that from the circumſtances 
of the en in n ſcripture, the opinion that it was 4 5 


urs xe” * 
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” anna have in al aw; bene e 
0 pry into futurity, and there have- been ſome, artful 
enough to take advantage of this diſpoſition ; z who 
pretended to reveal what ſhall happen to men. Were 
It poſſible to obtain this knowledge, we are certainly 
better without it, as ĩt would unfit us for the duties of 
ute, and entirely deſtroy our happineſs. When Saul 
heard his doom he fainted away yet he aſterward 
4 joined his army, and probably. the very next morning 
engaged in battle. In this he. diſplayed uncommon 
| reſolution. | He believed that he muſt die, and yet he | 
led on l is troops and acted as bravely as man could do. 

His army ſoon gere way, and were purſued with 
Nlanghter, as far as Mount Gio. His three ſons 
were Wee ae and he himfelf was e woand- = 


CHARACTER or SAUL. „ 


face his enemies in the field, but not enough to bear 
the triumph and inſults of a victorious enemy. This, 
| ſhows that his courage was rather conſtitutional, than 
| the effect of innate greatneſs of mind; that he de- 
ſerves rather the name of a deſperate man, than of a 


4 


1 1 


Tux manner of his death, 


1 
—— 


| (is allo t 1 oy, ee 3 
a more ſerious light, as an act df atrocious guilt; and 
depriving him of the time and means for repentance. 
Indeed the character of Saul, in a religious view, ap- 
pears, through his whole life, unfavorable, and moſt 
of all in the concluding. ſcene... The proverb, J. Sai 
alſo among the prophets ? is no evidence: of his catly, 
piety. He is ſe!dom found to acknowledge God i 
his victories. We are told that he Built an altar units 
the Lord, and the hiſtorian i 1s careful to remark, that i it 
_evas the firſt, which implies an inattention to ſacred 
| things. What allowance is to be made, by. reaſon of. 
his melancholy, i is known only to Him, who ſearchetk 
5 the hearts and trieth the reins.of men ; and he ſtands 
or falls, by his ſentence, all whoſe works e and, 85 
5 bis wap judgment. 5 g os ql, eo Ewell 2; ; 155 
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HIS * O R T2 
8 his envy and jealouſy gere him continual 


4orment. Alas! poor, wretched human nature! Such 


we all are, without reſtoring and ſanctifying grace. 
The ſame principles are within us, and need only the 
ſame circumſtances to bring them into exereiſe. No- 
thing can ſave us but the free mercy of God; _ 
T us from evil, but his eee ade | 


> 


1 4 3 ener, you are called to imitate their 
virtues, and in others to ſhun their vices. Some go 


before to lead you in the way of happineſs; and 
3 the road of miſery, call aloud to be- 


If we mark the beginning of Saul's downfall, 
r that it was in neglecting God, in diſobeying 
If we mark the progreſs of his crimes 


2 and attendant miſeries, we find that they followed on 
the loſs of the favor and protection of God. Ought 


not we, therefore, to be deterred by this example from 


all the ways of known fin, and fear left, by repeated 
provocation, God withdraw from us his gracious in- 
uence? And that then we ſhall go on to fill up the 
Rs meaſure” of our iniquities ? ? Let finners take warn- 
ing in time. Let them comply with theſe words of 


the Apoſtle, Exhort one another daily, while it is called, 
Ted 3 uf any ef you be bardened 4 the Log 
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CHARACTER O SAUL. 


SUFFER me to dire& the attention of all, to the 


fulneſs of grace, treaſured in our bleſſed Lord and Re- 


deemer Jeſus Chriſt. Religion is begun by an appli- 56 


cation to him, and it is carried on by ſtrength continu. 
ally derived from him. In all our addreſſes, we muſt 
point you to him as your only hope for this world, and 


for that which is to come. He is the way, and the | 


truth and the life. He is made of God unto all who will 


receive him, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, Jan#i ification and re- 
demption. It would be in vain to call you to ſubdue 
your luſts, and to obey the law of God, unleſs grace : 
was promiſed in the Saviour. Reaſon and philoſophy | 
may do much, but the malady of our nature is too 
deep for them to cure. We muſt be renewed by the 


Holy Ghoſt, The fruit of the Spirit it love, joy, | 


| long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meebneſs, tempe - Fr 


rance,* May the Lord, in his abundant merey, 


us all this ſpirit, to quicken, to guide, to co 


to work every good work within us, that "Pp at laſt, 
we may be prepared to Cone 1 * | 
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mou roful occaſion of the death of Saul, and Jonathan 
| hisſon.  Surcly' we may! dip, that by theſe Lines be 


has erected a monumem more durable than marble, 
than braſs ; nay; which will my fade wirh time iefell, 


ST . 3 


17 U is wo ö orthy of remark, that while * we: the 
death of Saul as a public loſs, and mentions with ten · 
derneſs what was amiable in both father and ſon; yet. 
the loſs of Jonathan. moſt, deeply wrin gs his heart. 
After celebrating him as the prince and the warrior, 
he pours forth his whole ſoul, when he ſpeaks of him 
as the friend. Here no words could equal the _ ; 
foie fo in figures" but be dectains u the anttef 
| of grief, J am difreſed for bes, my brother 
Jonathan. This was the moſt eng 4 __ of 


* 


w. fearee know whether to ire molt the deteaſc 
| bethus lamented or che other who goured kv gre is 
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converſation. = 


. do full juſtice to it at + preſent, i is. not ot pretended 3 WM J | 


| Farnnnonie is an union between two wks A nh _ 
foanded on mutual elteem, and oemented 
affection and Rind offices. | 
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« friendſhip to all the | 
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be under I 
| theſe caſes, thay the eſteem g be fork as 
to conſtitute a pet et eat. We r. ee 
on this ſubjeQ, | e 


4 
— 


Fier, That friendſhip, as now 8 js not en- 
Joined: as a uty. "> It i is a matter of choice, and muſt 
ever depend u upon the circumſtances in which we are 
Placed. * ] Had it been commanded, chen it would 
have been indiſpenſable, and by the negle&- we would 


| criminal. Fo or want of atiending to this dic. 


tinction, a certain writer has caſt an unjuſt cenſure 
upon the goſpel of Chriſt, a8 if i it were extremely defi- 
cent 10 in having no where en joined and required che 
exerciſe of friendſhip ; 3.2 virtue,” ” ſays he, « the moſt 
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— amiable leet.” „Ver, though it be allowed 
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ever 3 world. Dwiid found only Hi — 
than, The Peculiar temper, and other accidents com- 
bined to form this fi | 


with more luſtre than before 3 he was yet unable, du - 


rel gion, 


ring a whole life, <a laſting vacancies id © - 


* 


"+ 
- 


* 


r „ e | 
hie friendſhip nfo fs nd bas cuts Timed Sd Ber 
. Kt . = — g . 
1 ; : 
x i 13 CC C : 
& pot vo of ater boy luring womans elfatgdw  - 
Bor, though, friendſhi p be not N pur holy - 


TRL 20s | þ 


& „ 4.4 Tt, 


yet. 1 it 1s recommended by the e : before 


hf + 4 2 


* * 


us, and by the example of our bleſſed Lord himſelf. 


e had a di 
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ple whom. he hived,* He alſo. þ 
ed Lazarus, whom he raiſed. from the dead wit 
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a peculiar lore; and was more than — 8 att; ached 0 
to that whole emily; 
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"romotes univerſal benevolence. i The heart 
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ind in general. We do not find chat 
tion we bear to family and kindred hinder: 
for others. The ſocial affoctions increaſe by e 
The heart expands; and by attending to thoſe with 
whom we are more particularly donnected, we learn to 
Þity and relieve thoſe who are ſtrangers to us. While, 
therefore, friendſhip i is to be diſtinguiſhed from a gen- 
eral good will, it is by no means incompatible with it; 
but, on the contrary, On art . thoſe finer 
feclings which are fri p, wi I 
apt to embrace human kind. Surely the bleſſed Sa- 
viour loved all, and was conſtantly employed i in doing 
govd offices ; and yet v weſce that ſome h moſt 
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? that friendſhip is moſt apt 
life; and i is moſt firm and 


Tus firſt account h. 7 the attachme 
athan-and David was, when David-ap 
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before Saul with the head of Goliah in his hand. They |} 
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his noble conduct on this occaſion; no doubt, dre 1 
the attention of ſo brave à prince as Jon | 5 : an | 2 
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had graced the ſide of the princely Jonathan, and they 
friendſhip is 
conceived between the young, and thoſe 
having the ſame proſpects and purſuits in life. » In ad- | 
vanced. age the affections cool and diſappointments 
| Gur the temper. The knowledge and the diſtruſt of 
_ mankind too often go together. —It is neceſſary like. 
wiſe, in order to be firm nie, that friendſhip be 
in great and leading 
may ſubſiſt where there is no 


— and accompliſhments, 
| yet if perſons be of differcht parties in religion or poli- 
this will produce debate and animoſity, which 
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cool, if not extinguiſh the ſparks of affection. 


virtuous; or, i in other Can Rh that be 1705 Gi 
pay the ſtricteſt 
that he be a rente of the 
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Wn: and the loſsat laſt of the kingdom. David continu- 

: | FA ally grew in favor with the army, nor was it unknown 

| to Jonathan, that he was appointed by God | to fuc- 

| cred to'the throne. There were more reaſons why 

David ſhould be attached to Jonathan, and yet he; 
Bp pears to have been al diſintereſted. Why elſe did 
be ſo unfeignedly mourn for his death ? Why after- 

— ward ſo. amply provide for his helyleſs fon? Ft was not 5 
becauſe Jonathan was neceſſary to him in a time of diſ- 
= wrels, that he profeſſed friendſhip ; ; nor did he ſecretly 
3 rejoice at his death, while he ſhed a few hypoeritical 
|. tears; but he loved the man as himfelf, and had Jona- 
5 than lived he would have ſhared the Kingdom with 

5 kim. The advancement of one was the advancement 

TB the other... They had ho ſeparate intereſts, and it 

be ſaid, that one foul auated | both bodies. hs 
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affectionate manner n Saul, we never A 25 
give notice of his ſucceſs, | Let me produce only one 
inſtance. At the feaſt of then new-moon by David, know 


Wy on $ 


_ 
ing Saul's hatred agaitiſt him, was afraid to take his 


| feat. Jonathan undertook 1 to find out the temper o of 
| his father, and. give David notice, while he lay con⸗ 


cealed i in a field, by certain ſigns agieed upon between 
them. : Faithful to his truſt, having diſcovered. to is 
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forrow the de implacable reſentment. of his fa my be re⸗ 3 
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Amit a a young ran FR took with him, 15 who x A 2 


un utter ſtranger to the bulineſs, there commenced A | | 


fene between the two friends the not intetelting an | 1 


affefting, The facred hiſtorian i inform üs, that 4% 


Joon as as the l lad was goie, David arofe © ant of a place. to 


wards the fob, nd fell on bis Jace to the groind, and 
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pariag it e with that ſenile, armth, and delicacy 


g + * 8 
Reriſtic of, and which beau- 


Nox. was the Ave of David leſs bender and * | 
ment. It i is faid, i in the paſlage juſt quoted, that in 
tenderneſs he exceeded. It was not indeed. i in his 1 power 0 

to be ſo ſerviceable to. hi friend; as his friend was to 
him. The eruel jealouſy of Satil prevented his pre- 

| ſence at che action on Mount Gilboa. . David was 
. only man lkely to hare retrieved the * fonors 
| _ of the day. But alas, when his friend ſunk under 
5 fuperior numbers, he was confined to his tent at 
Ziklag. Had David been there, Jonathan had not 
fallen, or they Had fallen together. ; Diſtant from the 
bloody ſcene; unable to ſupport his trier d, or rally 
the diſpirited troops, and avenge bib tbe rates. 
Ioud, but unav: tation _ He makes Gilboa, 
1 howerer, famous to che lateſt, ages. At the moment | 
he blaſts in poetic verſgeance, and renders i it a dry 

| and barren ſpot, by. kis verſe, he entwines an immor- 
tal wreathe for his friend, or cauſes ever. green to 
E bg all around and d ſhade the « dolky bil. 
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ED That maxim Which f 
* that a man ought ſo to conver! © with his, 


if he was one day to become 
of real fri When this is the 


ug) 


ation of ſentiments. as A FIR? will not betray, 
{ſo neither muſt he harbor the ſuſpicion. of being be- 
trayed. He is another felf-who may be freely truſted. 
To this quality ought to be added —— 
tioni oning the faults of his friend, and petience in hear- 
me n to be mana 
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united. Theſe qualities e for rare, and there are ſo 
many chances, if we nay ſo ſpeak | erſon whe 
has them, may not meet wi with another, that it is eaſy to 
| fee that real friendſhip can ſeldom be found. It is ſaid 
of Socrates, that when building himſelf a houſe at 
Athene being aſked by one, the obſerved. the little 
| "neſs of che deſign, why a man fo: eminent would not 


bade an abode more ſuitable to his dignity ;” he re- 
© __ plied, „ That he ſhould//think himſelf ſufficiently ac- 
<ommodated, if he could fee that narrow [habitation 
3 | real friends. Buch was his opinion of the 
| Emallneſs of their number: 80 many! diſappointments 
5 are experienced i in this matter; ſo much inſincerity and 


E ſelſiſnneſs appear in the world; ſo many are found. to 
b | profeſs friendſhip in a day of proſperity, and hide 
a themſelves i in a day of adverſity ; that ſome in mortifi- 
ca n and chagrin n adopt the wor of the po 
8 1 And what is friendſhip, but ename, 
au , al ebener. Feat tt anc en 
1 __ bar kat de een to ep, l 1 
85 Ee Shea 1 hes N 1 "4 
Wuar an ineſtimable bleſſing have they found aho 
X Sis a friend! What pleaſure” and advantage reſult 
Sow, rom an union ſuch as has been deſcribe: 3 
= -* than we enry thee not FOR ou waſt 
| . | þ _,_ Kings a ſucceſsful wart 


1 JONATHAN AND DAY. TD. 219 
| fighting the wo of thy country's but we envy. thee - 
walt the. —— innocence; the friend 1 
' mankind. Envy thee, did we ſay ? Rather we defire _ | 
to eſteem and emulate thy virtues, that like thee, we v | 1 
a ee Et: Henan titel are Di der :-- 6 
Azz any of us, my brethren, diſpoſed to complain, 
Auk men appear ſo much guided by intereſt and pre- 6 
judice, to ſay nothing of baſer paſſions, as to be un- 
of our love and. confidence To know the 
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12 ; it not fer in e the cm of | 
men here below, to turn our attention toa future ſtate 
of exiſtence yr to refle& on the lorious proſpedts which | 
the: goſpel affords? It reveals a heaven of complete 
oline eee en ſhall be 
"Ms it d when Far ſhall no more be 
found; but harmony and peace ſhall 
There all wall be ſincere ; no com 

bes can. ariſe. between them z but, they vil love a 
children of the ſame father; united in heart as in voice- 
POE. 80 unto hint that loved them, and. wakes 


"brethren, # foreign confiderati 
at friendz, who in this world took fo 
 eoubſet together, liel meer again. Death” "ries only | 
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for a few days, but the beginning. of an eternal one in 
heaven. We ought not therefore to ſorrow at their 
death, as thoſe who have no hope, but conſider them as 
having gone a ſhort time before us ; and it may be, that 
they will be employed ſoon to welcome us to the ſame 
place. We know ſo little of the world of ſpirits, 0 
their ſociety, condition, and emplayments, that we 
ought to ſpeak with caution; and yet ſo much of 
our happineſs here depends on ſociety, and particularly 
on the company and converſation of friends, that we 
cannot help extending the idea beyond the grave. At 1 
leaſt this is certain, that all who die in the Lord are „ 
forever happy- Were our friends amĩable here? It i is 1 
our unſpeakable conſolation, that they are now freed : 
from all fin and ſorrow ; that they have joined a purer” ; 
ſociety, with which, if we are 2 of che hang” 
2 kene eee before long. 


N 1 me now to Aeta to ee ing 
more ſerious ſtill; to carry you from Mount Gilboa 6 
Calrary; to turn your attention from Jonat than to 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Hare vou admired 'a mot 4 . LY” ; 
love? What think you then of the love of the Son E 

4 God? Hare you admired the qualities of an 9 x 
| "friend? What think you. of Him who. is altogether , 
| brat Hare 123 lamented the rich blood ſhed ok. 
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Gilboa? What think you of the blood divine which 


ſtreamed on Calvary? And for whom did he die? For 


finners of our race; not for his friends, but his ene- 
mies. For this he left the glories of heaven, and 
veiled himſelf with fleſh ; for this he ſuffered the re- 


proach and contempt of men and devils ; and for this 
tie underwent the moſt cruel death. See him firetched, 
ED] not on the bed of earthly honor, but bound as a'crimi- 


nal and delivered up a victim to divine juſtice Here 


was love. Here is a friend; a friend you all need ; 


and without whom you | muſt be forever miſerable. 


15 One able and willing to ſave you. One, whoſe favor 


not only alleviates the evils of life, but whoſe glory 
makes heaven itſelf ; whoſe dominion extends to all 


worlds: , He hath the bys of hell and of death. He 
DE roſe from the dead by his own power, and is now ex- 


8 alted as a Prince and a Slelobr. Fe is a friend i in 
heaven to manage the concerns of his people; he ten- 


3 derly ſympathizes with chem; and will bring them | 


PE 2 


| : through all their tribulations to eternal reſt and peace. 
0 Ginners, make the Lord. Jeſus your end. 


nd. Dying 
men, a5 hold on the Saviour. Are vou poor and 
| Tefencelels ? Behold one ready to help vou; one who 
will never forſake you i in ſickneſs « or health, i in proſpe- | 
ity or adverſity ; z one who will guide you with his | 


Sul, and afterwards xeecive you to glory. "In this 


JONATHAN AND DAVID. 223 
ſlate of afliction you need ſomething to cheer and 
ſupport you. Where can you find this, except in the 
joys of religion? Did all the world court and applaud 
you, you would be {till friendleſs without the favor of 
God. After a few ſhort and unſatisfying pleaſures, 
you mult lie down in endleſs ſorrow. Only a God 

 reconcil:d in Chriſt will ſweeten friendſhip and every 
- earthly bleſſing; and bring you at laſt to fulneſs 13 2 
Joy and pleaſures for evermore. 


| "a py beyond expreſſion. are you, my brethren, 
who have choſen Jeſus as your friend ; who are ſaying 
„ him, This is my beloved, and this is my friend ; my 
4 beloved is mine, and I am his. From other friends you 
may be ſeparated; but he is always with vou; they 
may be unfaithful, but of him you are never aſhamed; 
they may not be able to help you, but he is infinitely 


wiſe and powerful. The eternal God is thy refuge, and WT 1 | 


underneath are the everlaſting arms. Did vou dwell 1 un- 
der the burning line, he would be there to refreſh you; 1 


or, were you buried in ſnows and darkneſs under the | ” 


pole of the earth, his preſence would afford you light 5 St 
and heat. The Lord God is a ſun and 2 the Lord | 


W * : 


2 will give grace and glory : no good thing will he wth 7 1 F 
bo : From them that wall . 9 | I T9 * d 
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And fie ſaid, As the Lonp thy Gop liveth, I bave not @ cake, but | 


an HANDFUL of meal in a barrel, and a Lrrrrr 6 & © 
and behold, I am gatbering two ſlicks, that I may go in, and dreſs 
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e at from your readineſs to. F your 
ewe in this reſpect, there needs little more than to 


an of i,ſorafſrd 
| | doing it. | 


* * 
— 


Ae eb ab bed che used of a dil. 
courſe will not appear unfuitable, if properly treated. 
They are the anſwer of the Widow or ZAukTHATE 
to the prophet Eli jab, and deſeriptive of the extreme 
- diſtreſs to which ſhe and her ſon were reduced. No 


7 perſon of Rey can hear them without bein g in- 
3 tereſted and affected. 3 | 3 


| Ir will be 3 firſt, to _— the hiſtory with 
| 5 which they are connected; and then to make ſuch re- 
| hy horſes * may luggel, a 25 m tend to n 
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= 1 Dunixe the wicke« ag of Aka king of Thar), 


1 . [when aeg W eg of manners Prevailed 8 
33a E was pleaſed, in order to "awaken 
em to 8 Tenſe of their idolatry, and bring them to 


| W rin foremarned Ahab. | Zealous for the tue 
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5 "i with drink « as TIF 
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the exceſs of the drought, the 1 


from their wickedneſs,” The prayer of Elijah was 


anſxered, and be windows ref Heaven Were Hoppe. * : 


The fprings % water oon failed 3 verdure dilap- 
peared from the face of the earth; and a a diſtreſſing 


2% 


famine perraded the whole. land.” ares, 
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II this general Alex the i n 
1s been involved, had not the Lord, in a miraculous | 
way, made proviſion for him. He ſtood expoſed too, 
to the cruel reſenti 
vin bie as esgb de bad been cha ascher af g- 


tunes to the kingdom. The prophet, therefore, ac- 


* 


cording. to the command of God, concealed himſelf 
by the brook Cherith near Jordan. * Here he dwelt 4 
whale year, ſecure from the rage Gr Bi enemies, and 
unhurt by the famine. 1 The brook ſupplied kim with 
drink, and re ravens, by divine direct Aion, brought him Bie 


dai food. "Theſe creatures; naturally voracious and 
untender to their) young, the Lot: made to adminiſter 1 
to the neceſſities of his ſery ant. Thus, under. the 2 : 
erfully and Tafely abode, 


* 


and, 15 5 expected r to continue du t thi 


And thought God evuld as eaſily ha ct e 


43 IA 1 n 
„vet, in eee to exerciſe. 
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dicating his own honor, | and: reclaiming the people 


ent of Ahab, who ſought to pu- 


E 


* 
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LE it proper to . 1 — we taight 
, obſerve, how uncertain all earthly comforts are! They 
may well be compared to the brock of which the pro- 
phet drank; and which dried up. "While we are look- 
ing forward to many days of ſatisfaction and pleaſure; 
we meet with ſudden and grievant diſappointment. It 
J. khus wiſely ordered; that ſo we may not reſt here 
but betake ourſelves to a living fountain, and, with 
Auen water * of Je 


s 44 p . © 


. was s now  direfied to 5 15 Zarephath, and 
hy bir that he wouldefind there A widow woman 
"who, ſhould ſuſtain him. He obeyed. and when he 

88 came to the gate of the, city, behold, he met this wo- 
5 man gathering a little fuel. to dreſs her laſt morſe!. 
| [Though this city; called, by the Evangeliſt Luke, Sa- 
Fepta, lay: without the confines « of Iſrael, between Tyre 
a Sidon, yet, the effects of the famine had. reached 
here. II we eyen ſuppoſe that Fain, bad not been i 
5 | withheld from them, yet the failure of corn in the land 


IM Weds the yy. were vont to be . | 


OY 


5 . woman > ws 5 — at any x time, in 8 irc: 
3 d bag no warning 5 the 
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no precaution againf it. Beſides, being ae of 
her only ſupport z in aſolitary and helpleſs condition ; 
unable to travel abroad, or not knowing where to 
apply for relief, ſhe was reduced to the verge of deſ- 
pair, and A ee but., a ep between her and 
| death, = 


7 g 
4 1 


—— 


Gin let acquainted with the ways of S 
and having leſs truſt in the wiſdom and power of God; 
5 than Elijah, would have concluded that he had come 
to an improper place. The perſon he found, ſtood 
equally-i in need of aſſiſtance with himſelf. He thus 
; addreſſes her, Fetch me, I pray thee, a 2 water in a 
veſſel, that T may drink. ' And as fe = going fo fetch 


u,, he called to her and ſaid, * bring me I pray thee, 4 mor= . | 
ſel of bread i in thine hand.* To his firſt requeſt for : : 


Water, the 1 was about inſtantly to comply ; ; but t his 
ſecond for bread, ſhe returns this anfwerk in the words 2 5 


the text ; Mt the Lord thy God heb, 1 have not a cakegbut . 


an handful of meal in a barrel, and a link al in a crit and 
behold, Jam gathering teu flicks, that 7 may go in, and 4% 
it for me and my ſon, that: ve may cat it and d. Her 
: words do not contain a'refuſal, but are a Ee _ 
1 hey diſtreſs, and the impoſſibility. in her preſent Gre . 
| * ba 8 afford the defired relief. They m manife 


— 4 
7 * 4 


* 
* * 
* 
3 


. f 


heart Kuldy te cocker? with ker ny” FEI and dif. 


poſed to ſympathize | with others. Of the Title the 
| had, ſhe was willing to impart, as appears when Elijah 
Tepeated his s requeſt, and promiſed her chat the ſhould 
"ot want.” Aud Etljab ſaid unto Ber, "fear not + £0 and 
do ax then hoſt ſaid © but male me thereof a little cake firſt, 


and bring 3 it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy 


e. For thus faith the Lord God. of Hfael, the barrel 
of meal Hull not waſte, neither ſhall the cruſeof ail fail, - 
until the day that the Lord ſeadeth rain upon the carth. 
1 l and did won: ts the Jaying ff El. 


Sunk r, iE "BY, a cafe aaaittel 2. good EIFS 
i A refuſal, this was one. She might have argued, I 


- Shall 4. give chat away which i is abſolutely neceſſary 
or: my own ſupport | ? Will I not then fin againſt the 


: z "got powerful law of nature? wil I not be acceſſary 

0 my own and my child's | death? If this man be 
_ ble to give me the affiſtance he has promiſe, can lic 
5 5 F | as caſily relieve himſelf | * Such reflections as theſc 


mi might have naturally ariſen in her mind ; and cheſe 
© would haye preponderated i in a hard and ſelfiſh heart; 


von the yas guided by<nobler feclings. Pity roſe in her 


aft, and was mate than 4 balance to every other 


85  confderation. It does not appear that he was ola f 


enced by the promiſe . an immediate edge f 
| Vaſe T3. * 13. N . 


brought vp in” 
Adin | eee e ; believe the”. 
allertion of the prophet. To the mere worki | 
eompaſſion, we are rather to aſcribe ber conduct; 210 N 
though this is not the nobleſt motive rom which we 5 
ought to give, yet it is far ſuperior to a ſelfiſh. one: 
She ſaw preſented! before her a ſtranger, who bad 
eome a long journey through a ſultry climate, and a 
: — N eountry z and who muſt peri im, unleſs- ſome 
friendly hand afforded him ſuſtenance. To uch an 
Sees her nature was too geatle to deny what was W 


| her power. She belonged to that ſex in : whom o. 
Py and tenderneſs are moſt remarkable ; and her 1 
heart had been mellowed and ſoftened by ,, 
The deſeription of the virtuons woman, given by „„ 
bomon, ſuited her; She freteberb out her band to- the 1 
Door yea fe reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 1 
| Though her kindneſs was diſintereſted, yet it received. 
an immediate reward. 2 hes the ke 0 po 8 2 
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= — ies are all they tht 
= put their truſt in zin. If one door of hope be ſhut, 
another is opened. If one ſpring be died up, other 
e ee d 0 0 h ens nel net. 
When the brook Cherith failed, Elijah was hoſpitably 
Ke eee eee 2 


5 


* 
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Abus, relief aden comes in 1 very bake of ait | 
ok wt and in a way unenpected. With a heavy heart 
this woman went about to dreſs her laſt morſel; when 
| lo, ſhe is eaſed of her burden. One from a ſtrange 
country, altogether unknown to her, and whoſe firſt 
Mp falutation i is to aſk an alms for himſelf, i is the appoint- ; 
1 ed. mean of her preſervation. How unſearchable are | 
| der of te Lit, pad ie noe Malt finding 


* 


"We learn, moreover, that 1 favor 40 God i is - 
d diſtingniſh Oer bleſſed Lord teaches 1 us this 
5 by the v very 8 before us. 14 tell you | of a 1 truth, 
ls faith he, many widows, Were in. fal i in the days of 
| 8 Elan when the heaven Was ut up three gears and fox 
=» " months, when great famine Was throughout all the land: 7 
=” But ume none 2 them was » Elias Jo ſave unto Are, 
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8 follows i in a the biſtory i is 1 no och affeting — 4 
blen e Some time after Elijah had been taken 
Into her houſe, her ſon fell fick and died, Tn the firſt. 
| frantis emotions of ber grief, ſhe bitterly accuſed. 
the prophet, as though this evil had befallen bay 
on his account. He, on 'the other hat l 54 | 
truly concerned for the honor of that God whoſe ter. 
rant he was, leſt it might be faid, that ſhe had met 
only with g grievous afflicion in return for all her kind 
ness. He took che child from ker boſom, carried ti 
to his own apartment, | and addreſſed God i inthe moſt | 
earneſt manner, for the reſtoration of his ue. "His | 
ea fervent prayer anailed, | The child rextyedl,, 
He brought him, and delivered him unto his mother 
ſaying, See, thy foi l hi verb. + What holy pleaſure a mn y 1 
we W hoped fs, in the 25 of the prophet! And 


As 
LEAF 


OY ” {4 
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W Bajo, « can- 1 5 9055 realize 3 * bene, 
be. 1 — N have beneyolent hearts can feel, =» : 
was like ſaying to the raging waves, Perce, be 
or like pouring oil i into the 
85 e iv. 25. OY 


bleſſings in the iſue—By this diſpenſation, this wo- 
a man had a freſh proof of the power and goodneſs | of 
s 2 | God, and was encouraged to believe and truſt i in Utes. 
If, by the firſt extraordinary interpoſition i in ber favor, 
ſhe had been brought to believe i in the true God, yet 
©. on the deach of her fon, her faith might have been 
3 ſhaken ; but now ſhe was fully perſuaded. and con- 
kbtrmed. Her words to Elijah, on che occaſion, 
| Now ly this I ino that thou urt a man A; Got, an wy 
dat abe word of the. Lord ia thy mouth is ruth 
Ix able- opinion of Elijah was N into — 


* 


g | eſt eſteem ;/ her reproaches into bleſſings ; and 

5 to truſt in that God who had miraculouſly ' 

" preferred, her from Famine and who yas. able and 
8 to help in every time. of need. . e 


1 Sven, my brethren, i is the hiſtory with which we are 
or reflection which force 5 themſelves | 


| "attention to 22 aeg a the wh 
E./ more immediately refer to the 3 
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p joe We ſee in the hiſtory: now « | : 


e. But, without admitting ſuch an extrao 
nary caſe, how. many wayn are there by which 
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u within/our power. We ought to accuſtom our- 
ſelves to think of the miſerjes'of human life; of the 
y, cottage, the dying parent, and a; wrepmg 
_ _orph The condition of the widow. of Sarepta is 

not uncommon. It is no fanciſul picture. May we 
not find in this city perſons in almoſt as deplorable 
ſituation ? Not with one child, bus man No ſuffi 
_ cient ſhelter or clothes in this ſtormy ſeaſon a Hover- 
ing overtwo-fticks ; and it is well,” if they have, at all 
times, an handſul of meal and a cruſe of oil? Before 
_ ter is paſt, and the ſnows are over and gone, 
the bind ley! va ——— They ſhall 
Mt ——_— nevolen Ble 


Sade, but ny confirm i. It will render you; amis 
1 ; 2 and 3 and with. this e other virwes 


0 are. ue ton 
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WIDOW OF. PAREPHATH. 'agy. | 


ground that will not repay the huſbandman his toil, 
Soon enough, my dear and unſuſpicious youth, whoſe 
hearts now expand, and would ſhare with a friend 
your laſt morſel, ſoon enough. will theſe contract; 
ſoon nr will 8 4 feelings et * th 


meet with 3 by the pride, inſincerity and eenſoriouſ- 
neſs of the world. . Cheriſh them, therefore, while, 
you may. Be virtwous, and he gene Wa 


; «#., % 2 #6 


| Tan IRDLY, We learn that adls of TI not. * 
go unrewarded. , He that bath mercy op. the Poor, T 277 | 


is he. He that bath a bountiful ge foal e 


ears 41 the | ery of the Poor, be ae cry | himſelf, but 


Aal not be heard. He that giveth unto the Poor 


0 


atk: But be that bideth bis eyes Real babe many a e 


1 


Hethat hath; pity hen! the poor Texdeth Gads Ih Lord, and 
that which he hath Fiuen, will} he pay bim ai, 16 


Read, however, of producing the many and pie lain < 
clarations of ſcripture let the example before d * Gi 
neſs. Were tot two miracles wrought! "i be: L 
ber ol Sarepta! ? Was ſhe not a gainer by her ki 


*P. * 


the recoiopence | at the refurreQion of the A 2d 


to the prophet.? To lay nothing of another world, S 
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hinge. Is not this found in your own experience ? ? 
50 Y e your weekly contributions to the 
TY poor? Or have you failed -ſince: you contributed 

year, to the nee of our ſchool ? Nay, have 700 not 


church? Is it e the-eſtabliſhment of the ſchool 

| that the Middle Church has been repaired and beauti- 
8 fied ?- Never till then did Jod give us heart and abil- 
xu to accompliſlithat grext-work. Never till then, 
6 it fully pronounced, Peace be within thy walls, and 

profſperit y | within thy palaces. * To the ſupport of our 
ſcho I've are again called. To afford the children of 
the poor the means” of int uction, is the moſt excel- 
Tent and the moſt ſucceſsful of all Fities. It ena- 
les them to 1 4 ee for themſelves.” = 


— — AA 
4. nn, 8 "IE 

$” * 9 
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1 5 It bays the | 
Foundation we) of te prefl "and future kappineſs. It 
. is es much ſuperior to common charity as the ſoul is to | 
— N the body; or rather, it is the compe lium of all 
1 5 charity. By inflru&ing the child of k an indigent pa- | 
os : . bent, we may ſay, i in the trueſt and nobleſt ſenſe of the 
One words, See, thy fon Roel. Dy this be is 15 to 
| 3 N 5 Live to God, to his country, and to himſelf.” py 
We” 13 2 * Phalm cxxii. . Thie was the text. of a fermon, r 


8 on the ken Rabbath: of Auguſt, 1790 ; after this church ha 
; And a aner to G. | 2 154977 UE. 


|| 
1 
| 


tions of this kind; but'much to'you would be” need 
cſs. With the tate of our own ſchool You are already 3 
acquairited; and "with What is expected frem you the * 
enſuing Fear. It; 18 the earneſt defire of the Conk. - 
ory to ren the number of ichotars; and T appear | | 1 
now as their aZvocate for that purpoſe. . We will ct 5k + 4 
doubt of ſucceſs. Our aſſembly indeed i is eden. 5 ; 


ments 9 3 W 0 be pare in paz yerty] 1 . 
| form. You might be told the importance of the du 2 
in itſelf ; the pleaſure ariſing from it; and the re hs TS 
which attends it in this life, and the life 10 c. 4 
- You niight be urged even by the character hit £44 —_ 
Have to ſupport ; and you might be provoked teh. 3 
_ louſy. by the conduct of other churches around. n 
but the brave man, and che generous, needs ng, wa, d: 

_the one, to make him fight, and the other to 0 iy 

Toe noble feed requires a curd, but 0 1 ains the ſpur. 


1 and belles in the + colours which ſhe gin" As this | 


1 e fo it 
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ceady to do it again. We will thus enjoy a double 
pleaſure. Our feelings will thus be wound to the 
higheſt pitch, and produce the fineſt of all harmony. 
It was a common ſaying of one, that no muſic was 
fo charming in his ears as the requeſts of his friends, 
| and the ſupplications of thoſe in want of his aſfiſtance;” 
5 meaning that the opportunity of obliging and reliev- 
ing them excited more agreeable ſenſations than the 
ſoft and thrilling {rains of the moſt enchanting me- 
; 8 lovers of muſic, do you wiſh your hearts to 
: ; rate with extatic joy? ? Stretch forth your hands 
: OY day to the indigent. This will exceed the voice 
of man, mixed and ſoftened by the ſweeter female note; 
yea, it will exceed both theſe, even when joined with | 
an instrument, like . e and ſolemn 


1 forward ene > bag Rel „ 
05 a late occaſion; we gathered the firſt- fruits. To- 
day we gather the ſecond crop. Or, will you allow 
me to compare myſelf to one who lan- ard gathers i in 
the harveſt field, after the reapers ? ? Will you ſuffer me, 
5 . the generous Boaz did Ruth, to glean even among 
ee 8 


| R t d 
5 on into the Middle Church of e ihpant in \ 
= er to > lead and afſif. the voice in in waiting God. 4 


* 8 
* 9 


WIDOW, OF z AR EPHATH. 1 9 


of the handfuls of purpoſe, and leave them. that 1 may 


glean a and rebuke. me not ** Every thing is hoped from 


_ , our ne $ 806.8; ghcaning "ys but a harveſt 
: art © utitiera you. g 


Bo laft year you: yrs theſe Pe ones Ander your | 
8 when Pharaoh- s daughter drew Moſes 
from the flags on the bank of the river Nile. 5 5: They 
now thank you for your care and attention. O ſpare 
them the pain of telling what they farther want. 
Wound not the feelings of poverty by inſiſting on their 


mournful tale. Let your oven imaginations paint it 
lion plead aloud in your 
breaſts.—Of the little ſome of you may have, you can 
ſpare a part. Benefits well-placed are a treaſure that 
13 laid. up; and you will enjoy what remains with more 
abundant ſatisfaction. It was the ſaying of one, 
that he could not reliſn a happineſs which nobody 
ſnared in but himſelf” Let the poor then caſt in 
their mites. a" whe 1s ann hey _ nn 


all; and heaven - born compaſ 


. Ruth il 0G. 7 | 5 5 


+ This was the laſt ſermon hes for the 8801 this year's „„ 


and though in a different church, yet the aſſembly was chiefly _ 
_ compoſed of the ſame people. The collections made in the 


three churches were ſo EI as to Pe the 8 _ 
| *xventy: ſcholars. © Ob ee 


3 
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accepts and rewards the willing ME The barrel of 
Or tm neee 


Or YE OXY if: 2 feel any gratitude to God . 
hath made your cup to run over; if you have any ſym- 
pathy for the ſons and daughters of affliction; if you 


would wipe the tear that in ſecret wets the widow's 
and the orphan's eye; if yon would render an eminent 


ſervice to the church and to the ſtate ; if you would 


| eat your own bread with gladneſs and finglenefs of 
- heart; and if you are influenced by the grace of the 


Lord Jeſus, who for your ſakes became poor ; yea, who 


| fo loved you, that he became obedient unto death, even the 
| tleath of the ereſt 5 who hath enjoined love i in his word, 


and powerfully enforced it by his own love in thus 
dyi for ſinners ; if under the power of any, or of all | 


1 theſe conſiderations, let your hearts expand, and your 
| "hands be liberal. Let hamanity triumph.— Charity! 
Charity! Divine Charity! Haſten from the ſultry | 
& land of Tyre and Sidon z, and in theſe frozen regions | 
ſuſtain our WE enen raiſe their children to 
n | 


60 worthy 3 ad recely ve "Ire m Charity 8 


2 fo and __ hand, good meaſure Pre et " gud run. 
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by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and 
| . mocked bim, and ſaid. unto bim, Go vr, THOU. . 
© Gove, THOU BALD-HEAD. And be turned bach, and. looked 


| | on. them, and curſed them in the. name of -the 1 on; and bere 
cam forth two fhecbears « ou oh fo 2. {wu F 2 tare « forty « a A 
two children of them, NE „ un vine” Tongs 
HAVE not akin! theſe words merely Jab an 
affectation of ſingularity, which is is often the token 
of a vain or a weak mind; but from an apprehenſion | 


that they will ſuggeſt ſome truths uſeful and important. 


7 25 


dwell more e 
trines of the polpel, yet he ought: to . nate 
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of what is more remotely conneRed ; and nothing 
WE to godlineſs is my of his 1 


Tus Wy feriptures convey altchAton in various 5 
ways; ſometimes by Precept; ſometimes by parable ; 1 
and ſometimes by the deſcription of N characters, or 
the relation of certain occurrences in human life. Of 
the latter ſort are the words now read. They do not 
paint what might be expected to happen in particular 
circumſtances ; but inform us of what did really hap- 
pen; ; and which is recorded for the reproof and admo- 
nition of all ages. We have here related a memorable 
paſſage i in the life of the prophet Kasan, the eg 

and ſucceſſor * er 4 


on 


Tus prophets en neee 11 28 hom 
5 God, i in thoſe days, inſpired and 0 miſſioned to 
make known his will to his people Ifrael.” About the N 

time of Samuel there were ſchools erected, where 

young perſons Were inſtructed 1 in religion and piety, 
: the better to prepare them for receiving the Prophetie 
ſpirit. | Over theſe, called ſons of the prophets, ſome 
venerable prophet prefided ; at whoſe feet they ſat; 
and at whoſe mouth they received prophecies. . 4 This 8 
bopeintendenee, on the removal of Elijahy devolyed. on. 
Eliſha. The principal ſchools were at Beth-el, Jeri 
ch, ft Gilgal. When a prophet firk entered __ 


* 


his tlie, he was cid 80 hs Wee dance, 
which was an upper garment made of lamb-ſkin, and 
throw over the ſhoulders. When Elijah was taken 
up into Heaven, Elifha received his mantle as a token 
of ſucceſſion, and that he ſhould be endued with 2 
double portion of his ſpirit. Of this he ſoon gave evi- 

_ dence ; for, ſtanding by the bank of ] ordan, he ſmote 
the waters with the mantle, calling upon the Lord 
God of Elijah, and they parted hither and thither, 
When the ſons of the prophets of Jericho ſaw this, 
they ſaid, The ſpirit of Elijah doth reft on Bliſha ;. and 

they came to amn to the groune 
before him;* | 


Arrzx this, we e read of hi "healing the hdd ; 
ſome waters of Jericho, at the requeſt of the inhabĩ· at Z $1 | t 
tants, and aſcribing the miraculous' power to Gods 5 7 | 
From thence he went up to Beth-el, where was another : 
ſchool of the prophets, though the place was, at this 
time, greatly addicted to idolatry. Here, Jeroboam 
had ſet up a golden calf ; and inſtead of Beth-el, the * 
name which Jacob gave it, alter his remarkable vile, 
| and which bgnifics the houſe of God, it was afterwar 1 
called by Hoſea, Beth-aven, the houſe of Panily, ar 
Sol +. On his way up to this place happened | that | 
3; ugh + comes now under our particular confide ratic WM 15 

. * > Verſe Fe #1 Hol. x. 5. . i ha Ee 
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Tarxx came forth Fittle. children out of the city, and 
mocked Bim. It i is remarked that the word e e 
beth children ſignifies youths, or thoſe come to, conſider- 

, able maturity. Though they might have been excited 
to this infolent behaviour by their parents, yet, it i. 
probable, that they were old enough to diſcern een 
good and evil; and that many of them might have 
ſhows them not to have been deſtitute of ſome infor- 
e ne by a malicious | 
| ſpirit. Their crime was baſe and aggravated, in that 
they mocked one whoſe age ought to have commanded 
reverence. This circumſtance alone might have been : | 
expected to enſure better treatment. A certain 
reſpett is ever due from the young to the aged; and 
Where it is not paid, it manifeſts a froward and bad 


1 


14 


Bos when we Lende the Gitrel character of Eli- 
ſha, the conduct of theſe youths appears extremely 5 
Vicked. It was his office more than his perſon which 

they deſpiſed. By inſulting him, they diſhonored 

God, whoſe prophet he was, and on whoſe errands he : ö 
was employed. This ſeems to have been the caſe, FF 
from the words which they uttered ; Go up, thou bald- T. 

: Bead, Go up thou ball. bead. Interpreters alledge, that 
* this, they meant to mock mas par work of f 


e N | 


or ELTSHA. Fs tf 
God, the affumption * Elijah into , Heaven, | | As 
though they had ſaid, * Go up into Heaven, whither 1 
thou pretendeſt that Elijah is gone. Why didſt tn 
not actompany thy friend and maſter thither? O, that 3 
thou alſo wert taken away, that ſo we might be trou- NF 
bled no more.” It is true, that they meanly reflected ” 
oa his perſon, but it was the execution of his office, 4 
which they hated and dreaded. The profane will ſel⸗ 
dom dare to vent their malice immediately againſt ſa- 
cred things. They firſt charge thoſe who officiate in 
them with crimes, or repreſent them in a ridiculous. 
ight, that ſo ny wy have ſome colour or Len 258 


A 5 the Fa 1 us in its Propel 
light, i it was not only very indecent, but highly pro- 
| fane ; ; not only an inſult on human nature, but a mock- 
ery af God Wer NH | | Hos 1 „„ 8 ie 


w can ſcarcely pcs painting, in our b 
che venerable Eliſha wrapt in his prophetic . ant e K 
his locks thinned by. time, and thoſe which remained, 
hoary; z travelling along on his way up to Beth -· el. Ty 
What mind that knows thy buſineſs and. thy w x 
| | would not welcome thee! What pious children, who: 

obſerve thy approach, would not cry, © Here comes. 55 
Eli the e 1 the Lon 17 and x run to 5900 2 by 
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perſon hl, his mths; demanded ; but behold him 
ſurrounded by profane boys, who came out of the 
idolatrous city, and who mock him, ſaying, Go up thou 
Zald. bead, Go up thou bald. bead] To have ſeen an old 
man thus treated muſt have excited indignation in 
eyery generous breaſt; but to have ſeen a prophet and ; 
the glorious works of the Moſt High God turned into 
ridie ule, muſt have chilled the blood; and every pious 
ad woul. e auful judgment, | 27 


. ſe us now view w the 98 of the prophet. K 
turned back, and looked on them, and curſed them, i in the 
name of the a: This was not the effect of human 
_ paſſion, or revenge. Inſtances are recorded which 
prove him to have been of a moſt merciful and benevo- 
. dent temper. Witneſs his increafing the widow” s oil; 
his gratitude for the kindneſs ſhown' him by the Shu- 
namite; and his reſtoring her dead ſon to life. That 
he felt an indignation againſt profanity, and a real 
concern for the glory of God, is not to be doubted. 
He cared not fo much for any indignity caſt an his. 
+: Peron. Perhaps the expreſſion, be looked on them, 
teach us that he firſt ſought to abaſh, or make them 
amed: He reproved them by turning his counte- 


| nance full upon them; or he looked with pity and 
cert WU ed ſhould x thus 8 divine auger 
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| They * . he tes ke them in . name bY 5 
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| Tas 3 with others of the fam kind, os not 
leaped; the  animadrerſions and fers of infidela 
* The prophet,” ſays one, was more zealous in his, 
own cauſe than he was in God's, otherwiſe he; would, 
dot have curſed ſo many little children 80 ſay; we, 
i it be aſcribed to paſſion, or revenge. But this and 
the like things in ſcripture are to be underſtoo as Pres. 
dictions of the judgments which will come Vp9n: dhe, 
enemies of the Lord. He curſed thews 7 in the name of the 
Lord ; that is, by the motion of the Spirit of Gd, 
| he denounced the puniſhment” which was to come 
upon them. That it was ſo, is evident from the con- 
currenbe of Providence!” > Had it been the ebillition's of 
human vengeance, God would not have count 
it; an and the children would have efcaped unhurt. 405 
quarrel was between God and them; befiredh nd ba. 
One oak and duinb idols. pug 977 10 OE 
ens ie for is juſtice wry everity of | 
 puniſhinent 3 which let us now conſider: + The 
forth tewo fhebears. out of ile awood : and tare, for 
ne of ew. Aeg denen probably been 
om ado ontengran. t note, Os 4 


6 
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| | 1 : Hr, again, the writer already referred to hints, 
that i it is very wonderful that two ſhe-bears ſhould ſo 
immediately come out of the foreſt, and deſtroy ſo 
| great a number. —Without having recourſe, however, 
toa miracle, there 1s nothing incre wie in khis. It 
x. was a furprizing event, but one nich, on rational 
principles, may be readily believed. The firength and 
ferocity of two ſuch animals Falling on boys crouded N 
together, having no way of eſcape, or whoſe fears 
might render them motionleſs, can be cafily conceived 
N. of ann this dreadful Bae berg, 
15 
1 85 may: {IR objefted as again, . the 3 was 
too ſevere for the offence. _ But it 1s anſwered, that 
conſidering every circumſtance, it was worthy of a holy 
and wiſe God. By this he aſſerted, his own. honor 
: againſt theſe idolaters. | The parents were puniſhed in | 
the loſs of their children. A pas a ſolemn warning to 
all offenders; and a ſanction was likewiſe given to the 
_ miſſion of the prophet. Beſides, thoſe guilty of idol- 
1 earl were condemned to death by the law, and the ſen- 
| e was now "no more than executed. To this ſome 
if many of f theſe chillreh 1 dans mo 


were taken away from an « idolatrous. _ 


Ts 2 2 22 


tion, which See chem both to temporal an 
ſtruction. mi enough for vato k Wy lat 


and who ever ee nie, Judgnient. +; 


How mip _ ſoddenly doth he ole Andi his 


enemies! A few minutes ago and we ſaw the man of . 


God beſet with an inſulting croud, firiving who ſhould 
vex him moſt, and drive him, if poſſible, from their 


borders. Now we behold the inſtruments. of ven- 
geance ſpreading terror, confuſion, blood, and carnage 


all around. Like filly ſheep, they are devoured * by 
the ravenous jaws of bears. Parents who conniyed at 


their children's wickedneſs, now loudly wail, when | 
they gather the fragments of the mangled bodies. f 
Surely we may ſay unto God, How jerrible art thou & in 


. thy works ! through the greatneſs of thy. Dower, /hall 1 
I 1 


| w. OI no- "P : wa e 


for fowe refled 


Oxz OS which will 1 diy Ake hy 1 1 | 


Uiference between the Moſaic and the Chriſtian diſe 
| pehſation. Under the former, crimes were 


4 patience 2 and forbear : mw e 
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i was the hand of God, who hath a right to diſpoſe of 
his creatures, when and in what manner he pleaſeth ; ; 


| and d remarkably puniſhed ; but under the ae 0 | 6 5 | 
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neceſſary to keep alive on the minds of men- a rever- 
ence for God and divine things; but under the latter, 
/ though God will as certainly puniſh ſin, yet. he delays 
tit, Becauſe he hath appointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath | 
ordained ;  <vhereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men, 
in that he hath raiſed him from the dead.* When the 
| | f diſciples James and John requeſted Chriſt to command 
| : fire to come down from heaven, and conſume certain 
| Samaritans for their inhoſpitality, as Elias had done 
on another occaſion, he rebuked them, and Taid, 7. 2 
Ino ev no: "wwhat manner of ſpirit Je are of ; for the Fon of 
man is not come to deftriy men's liver, but to fave them. 
5 W e know that a greater than Eliſha, even our Lord 
2 Jeſus Chriſt was moſt ſhamefully and ervelly treated, 
6; and no prefent vengeance overtook his perſccutors; 
yea, we find him praying for thoſe who with wickel 
hands crucified and flew him. The apoſtles : and primi- 
by 25 chriſtians underwent all kinds of ſufferings v without 
any immediate and viſible PRs. trop God on 
5 aa. who deſtroyed Shrek" i 
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. 8 to aecomnt 25 thin it Js 

- certain, that ſentence againſt. an evil work i 1s, not nov 
Executed ſpeedily. At the ſame time, it is to be re- 

abered, that God i is a holy and _ he 
. 4. xvii. 3. 2 Lake i S Sb. "als "SE 
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was; and that he will for every thing bring us into 


judgment. Though it come lowly, yet it comes 
ſurely; and the longer the patience of God is abuſed, | 


the more ſevere will condemnation be at *. | 


| SxcokpLy, Loving Mud fqmadi ſubjeR not to 


deſpiſe, or reproach others, on account of any natural | i 
defects or infirmities. Nothing is reyþ cauſe of ſhame 
but what is ſinful z or what we have brought upon 
ourſelves by our own folly and wickeUneſs.. To mock 


another for ſome infirmity of body is not only indecent 


and cruel, but is to refle&t on the glorious Maker. 
This is a ſin which is ſometimes puniſhed in this life ; 


and hence the very old and vulgar n « Mock- 
ing is N Re | 1 


1 
* 


"Ws can « help defoiſing the childiſh. ast t to 0 Elia | 


reſpeRiing his bald-head.. He might have nad few 
hairs, but they were all numbered; 15 and 1 


will thin even the locks of an Abſalom ;\Uraw f As 
on the ſmootheſt brow z and blaſt the roſes on 
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2 were | 
touched at dreadful peril —Let youth beware; and 
ſee that they riſe up before the hoary | head. Time . 
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and our fiſter.* They are truly beautiful, whoſe minds 
are adorned with the graces of the Spirit, and whoſe 


bodies ſhall hereafter be Fee. . the glorious 
body of Chriſt, OT ag e 


Tan laſt refleQion I ſhall make, and indeed the 
principal one which offers itſelf on this ſubject is, the 
fin and danger f mocking at holy things. To this 


let me call, eſpecially, the attention of my younger 
hearers. — none of you may be guilty in this 
: reſpect, yet you need to be warned. You will mix 
| Iittlewith the world, if you do not ſce and hear ſacred 
things turned into ridicule. The infection is danger- 


ous. Go not in the way of it. Never uſe your wit 
in profane jeſts, or in ridiculing any thing deemed ſa- 
cred. Treat not with contempt the religious rites = 


and ceremoni of any denomination. In whatever 


light they appear to you, to others they are important, 
e chriſtian charity ſhould lead you to  meckneſs and 
| Torbearanoe, 5 


*%. 


4 


5 . Touax not into mockery the A. or 1 . 


e profeſſors of religion; nor take delight in the 
company of . who ſo fo. The AE md: beſt 
have their weakr 7 
"man but may . placed in an unfavorable oY Tis 


$ Job wiki, 244. 


OF ELTSHA. 2 


alen is ſhort from jeſting on chi beibles to deſu 


al piſing their perſons, and even to diſregarding that reli« 
gion which wy ed.” W ; 


— 


irn reſpect to thoſe ho» are officers i in the 

church, and act worthy of cheir character, any thing 
which would leſſen them in the eſteem of others is ß 
| the worſt conſequence ; as it render#their adminiſtra- * 
tions ineffectual. Let it be remembered too, that 

Chriſt reſents ſuch conduct as though dove to himſelf. RN 4 
| We may flatter ourſelves that we mean no harm; but. © |} 
under the cloak of mirth there is often concealed en- | 
mity to God. The inſtance conſidered at this time is 
| ſufficient to convince us of the awful danger. of this 
ſin, Other ſhocking inſtances of profanity might be 
produced; and it would be found that the- perſons - 
| engaged i in them have been as deſpiclhle, as TOO end 
has OM ſometimes miſerable. 3 ho 1 1 


* 


I N a; 3 
8 „ 3 


1 


You willalliw!me to evi bens that 45 tage · 
a are ſo filled with e and obſcene jeſtsʒ 1 
with improper alluſions to things, as to Teng 
them unſafe, either to be ad” or heard. his o 
remark. i is perhaps well-founded, that a'dlerg 

never perſonified on the ſtage but to his Wiſadiabtages 


Hei is exhibited as a laughable, or at leaſt as an Infignieny 1, 1 7 


one 


banner than as a ſerious and- ease ch 
3 | . * s . 


rater. Is not this mockery ? Has it not à direct 
tendency to bring the office into contempt ?. Is there 
not danger of aſſociating the idea of the perſon who 
Has been ludicrouſly exhibited with the Tas and N 
* Fholding both 1 in derifion LA t 2 


Luxx me warn you FO my "we wk every 
4 which would leſſen your reverence for divine 
' things. Bleſſed ir the man that wallerb not in-the counſel | 
of the ungodly, nor flandeth in the way of  fanerr, nor fits 
A4eth in the ſeat of the ſcornful. Advances in fin are 
gradual. From occafional intercourſe. with finners, 
you may come to take pleaſure in their company, 
until at length, they are choſen as your only aſſociates. 


PirIABTE is the condition, and dreadful will be the 
puniſhment of profeſſed mockers. They have arrived 

at the higheſt pitch of wiekedneſs; and are preparing, 
by ſwift degrees, for that place where is perpetual cur- 
ſing and blaſphemy. Though God command no 

bears from the foreſt to rend them, while in this world, 7 
| yet, if they continue impenitent, they ſhall not eſcape 
his righteous judgment. Terrible is the threatening = 
of God by the prophet Hoſea ; 7 will meet them as a 
lear tb is bereaved of fo: win and will rend the 

1 Fun i. 1. „„ 4215288 35 | 


F'ELTSHA : 


eaul of their heart, and there will I devour them like a 


70 N Let us all be ls to ſeek the 
favor of God through Chriſt ; to reverence his word, = 
his miniſters; and his ordinances, that ſo it may be I 


well with us here, b that future tate to which we 3 
are all faſt wine „ „„ ng 3 ts = 


* ; 3 
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SERMON XIV. 


DAVID! CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 
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_ theu, S0LOMON any Ki, How ebob the Gon of thy father, 
and. ſerve him with a perfect beart, and with a willing mind ; for 
tbe LokD /zarcheth all hearts, and under flandeth. all the imaginati= 

. ont of the thoughts ; > If thou ſeel him, he will be Fa W: thee; ; "bub . 
* eee be will * thee dnt PEEL. wy | 

HIS was the Hibs bn affeQionate his: of 
king David, delivered a little before his death is - 


to bis ſon Solomon. | Perhaps in no infta 


+ 


4 : A 
p 1 74 4 
wy «£4 
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1 . * 5 
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* 7 
did Da- 1 
J 
"= 
7 


vid appear in a more amiable light, or give greater eu. — 


8 3 denee of his piety. When about to finiſh his cure 
upon earth and to wer fl with his ra: 15 2 — lf es 


eeltain Attire" relpefing the Wo de 1. a | 
| % pon their minds the duty and a of Kip 
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260 DAVID» enance 


al the commandments of the Losd ther God. He its 
tenderly concerned that he who was to be the ſucceſſor 
to the throne ſhould ſo-conduR himſelf as to promote 
his own happineſs, the proſperity of tht nation, and 
the exe we the eternal God, 


e were the brilliant * « Dares life *. 
a none was brighter than the concluding ſcene. We 


admire him in thoſe days, when impelled by heroiſm, 


he flew bis ten thouſands 3 we admire him when filling 
and dignifying a throne. See him now juſt ready to 
ref gn the earth forever, and ſay, if he be leſs the hero. 
Before we pronounce on his character, ſee him die. 


Behold i in the decline of an active and troublous life, 


warm affection of the parent, and the ſublime prin- 7 


eiples of the ſaint. To Solomon he left a great and 


| powerful kingdom, but his laſt counſel was more than 
al; Ad could be n 11 8 N 292 was the neben 


. 5 


er, 5 is : 5 


Tis "ting 8 een, be vin of 2 pious 
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” world ; and who, whatever temporal hingh they bare 

to leave you, are zealouſſy concerned, if they them- | 
ſelves be pious, that you ſhould poſſeſs the riches of 9 
. divine grace. If ever yon ſtand around | their death- 2 5 
bed, they will addreſs you in words of the K e A 1 
E with theſe in the tent. | 


5 SHALL « firſt ſhow you what is ple d duty 
"pod enjoined and . conſider hong mores to | 


hy po 3 * 


1 Tux du: dy e Mb thou the God 750 45 "I 
| father, and ſerve him with.a perſes heart, and witha © 
willing mind. Theſe words include the profeſſion, and 
the punctual obſervance of all the precepts of trug 
religion. By Enowing God. we. may underſtand uf? s -j 
acknowledgment of him as our God, and paying. bim „ : 
that homage which is due; or ſuch a knowledge. of Ei = 
| his being, perfections, and laws, as will influence our | ET : 
practice. Accordin gly David adds, forms hin. with 8 

her ſe 7 heart, and with a Wwunng - Solon, NG CY 
doubt, had been inftruQed in the 1 and vort * 5 4 
ſhip of the true God; but as he might notwith tan "I: 166-1 
| ing ee, or make a profeſſion merely from -m "0 
views, we are to W en e as. 


_ 


#-- 


oj 


26 DAVID» CHARGE | 
| heart. The Lord, fays he, ſearcheth- alt: hearts, and 
 wnderfiandeth all the imaginations of the _thoughte, 
Though; youmay put on a garb of ſanctity to anſwer 


litical purpoſes, yet you cannot deceive God. He 
ſiees through every diſguiſe, and nothing ſhort of un- 
feigned: lore and obedience will recei ve his approba- 7 
tion.“ It will be proper that what has been now 
* mentioned generally, be more particularly treated. 
bs Let me aſk your attention, my young friends, to the 
following things, as being implied in the Any here 


enjoined. 1 1 


Fist, That you diligently - appl} your . to 
obtain the knowledge of divine truths. There can be 


rational and acceptable ſervice of God without a 
_ F Eflowledge of his nature, perfections and will; of 
5 . what he is in himſelf, and what he requires of us. It is 
"of the utmoſt i __ nce that you be inſtructed in the 
great princ iples of na ural and revealed religion, in the 
arlier pros lives, While theſe will prevent 


F 
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10 SOLOMON. FRY „ J 
rudiments of divine truths. Had theſe been the lub. by 
jects of cheit ſerious and attentive conſideration, they | 
would have been more reſtrained from the ways of ſin. 


"It is true that ſome are exceedingly vile, after the beſt T 
education; but this, inſtead of weakening, corrobo- 

rates the remark, that its influence i is powerful. Why: 

are they eckencd ſo vils, and whyz.do they come un- 0 

der ſuch particular obſervation? Only becauſe they : ; 

| fin againſt light, and break through barriers deemed | -" = 

effectual. They muſt firſt have ſevere ſtruggles, and & * 2 1 
waſte conſcience by repeated acts of iniquity, before = 
they can enjoy quiet. On the contrary, ignorance 

gives ſecurity in wickedneſs. Every one that doth evi 

bateth the light, neither cometh to the both wy bi deeds 


| foould be F proved. 


. 
7 


70 not many of; you babs wa £ [ am (OY 
libeving ! Alas, of what real ſervice will this bes. is, « . 8 ; 
ignorant of God and yourſelves? Unleſs taught of God, » | 8 
you cannot be called truly wiſh the endowments. of” f "iP 4 
mind, either natural or acquired, which you poll ele 
are not likely to be well directed; they will not cures 
to you t] the e of God and promote your etet nal. 

happineſs; in another world. Remember then, h 
hi von covet earneſtly the bt gfe there 3 36.2. 
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Lird a * 75 hs Cri. Te thisd divine wiſdom 
Solomon refers when he ſays, Wi 2 is the Principal 
| thing, thlrefore get wiſdom ; and with all thy getting get 
anderflanding.*y In order to obtain the knowledge of 
religious truths, ſearch the holy ſeriptukes, frequent a 
the places of inſtruction, converſe with the wiſe and 
Pious, and give yourſelves to ſerious meditation and 
_ earneſt prayer. Under all the excellent means which 
ou enjoy, you will not improve without your, own 


| we 2» 
ittention and care. | : e 


| SxconvLy, To your 1 join 3 5 
otherwiſe it will be unavailing; yea, it will bring upon 
Vous at laſt a more terrible condemnation. Mt ge know 
ſe things, happy are ye if ye do them. That fervant 5 
le bis bord's will, and prepared not himſelf, 
wier did according to his will, ſhall be beaten with many 

8 Jiri de —To know God aright implies love and obedi- 
© ence. "They are doneRted in this charge of David to 

bib fon, Endeavour then to contemplate the perfecti 

ons of God, in order at you may adore. them to 

2 his commandments, in ordet that you may obey = 
them, Be not found in the commiſſiqg of any known 
4 or in the omiſſion of any known duty; Let the 


1 — — — . _ 
>£ ths da . 1 * . 4, * *** \ 
” * 0 2 5 N . 2 1 N 
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Frater of God teach you to deny ungodliaęſi and worldly MW 
. and to Apis hong ond 1 i, w | 


i we evorld, If 3 any of: you houtd FE that i it is 
enough to know tlie truths of religion, to be able Cy 
diſcourſe well upon them, while they have no effe i in 
direQing | your life and converſation, you would be fa. 
8 miſtaken. The end of all the means of inftru&tion, 
: 18 to bring us to act well i Lin our feveral ſtations and re. 
lation. kere, t to conform us to the moral image of God, 
and to train us up for the employments and en njoyments. 


pb another and better ft ſtate hereafter, Bs | 8 


Tu IRDLY, Has lefl your N be wa bor. 
mal and eee Servr God with a perfet beart, 
and oith a willing mind; with ſincerity and with cheer- 4 
fulneſs. Though in our preſent circumſtanges, modes : 
aud forms are neceſſary, yet theſe are only. the N 4 


or image of religion. If the ſpiri it bo wanting, they 


—— * ; 


are unacceptable to God. Bring no more vain oblations ; 5 . 


incenſe i is an abomination unto me; the u- noon- and 
Habbalh, the calling of affntlics I can it away with 5 
ii iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting. Tour neee, 
050 your appointed feafts my foul bateth : 7. am weary % 


+ 


m.* Why doth God declare that he is difples- 5 fy 
| ſed) with thoſ: ow which, were of his « own a ee b FE... 


266 DAVID. CHARGE 


o 


their meanin g and intention 2? Becauſe they hoped thus 


to recommend themſelves to his favor, though they 


were guilty of heinous immoralities ?—Learn then, my 


young friends, to diſtinguiſh between the form and 
the power of religion. : Be afraid of contenting your- 


ſelves with the former, while you neglect the latter. 


Let nothing ſatisfy you ſhort of a real change of heart 


and faith in the merits of the bleſſed Redeemer. Ex- 


oy cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of © 


God. Believe in the Lord Feſus Chr 2 and thou ſhalt 
te ſaved. He that believeth not, is condemned already. 
"Though i it be your duty to attend upon all the means 
of grace, and to uſe endeavours of your own, yet the 
"affitance of the holy Spirit is neceſſary to render theſe 


ſucceſsful. He muſt work in you both to — and to 
* " ever _ be ſaved, | 


Tuns 18 is a matter of fuck infinite 8 that 
1 wiſh your attention to be fixed upon it, and muſt 
again warn you to beware of a mere outward ſhow in 


religion. Enjoying the inſtruQion and. prayers of 


pi ous parents, and living under the privileges of the 


* 


; church, there 1s danger of taking up an opinion 


that we are religious, and of performing duties from ? 
Habit or cuſtom only. See that your piety. be 


| ſeated in the heart, See that you ſerve God 
* Valeſs your hearts ve changed, and N unĩt 
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10 1 Men E 267 
Chriſt as the fountain of all grace, the duties of cl. 
gion will be irkſome, and you will fail at laſt of the 
divine approbation. Reſt not ſhort of a ſeriptural 
ground to hope that you have given yourſelves away 
to Godinan everlaſting covenant, and that his . 
is become to. you perl freedom. ee BD, 


Wein There i is en in Meni God, 
that you acknowledge him in all your ways. Not only 
that you feel your dependance upon him for all you 

need, ſubmit to his chaſtiſements, and praiſe him for 
his mercies, but, that you make public profeſſion of 
attachment to his cauſe ; that you be not aſhamed of 
religion, but openly and conſtantly avow, that as for 
| You, you will ſerve the Lond. This is often a difficult ; 
part with thoſe in younger life. They are afraid of . 
the charge of ſingularity; of the reproaclies of their i” 
thoughtleſs and giddy companions. Be perſuaded 15 
that i it is your honor and glory to ſerve God. Who | 


<< 
r 


are they would hold you in deriſt ion? They are g= 
= norant and wicked. They are dangerous alſoei. 
| ates. Break off at once from them. wil Jou 


| ſet their favor i in competition with. the peace of „ 


1 your own conſciences and the approbation of al- | 
Fob God? ? Even th T, 


il, confeſs that. you 1 


DAVID. cnanct 


mengen. eee 
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K os EN. we perry the words, of the text "ns © 
dreſſed to one who was to fill a high and important ſta- 
tion, how ſignificant and weighty are they ! ! How ne- 
ceffary that perſons i in power and truſt be examples of 
piety and virtue. Yet alas, i it is too often found that 
thoſe whom Providence hath exalted, act as though 
they were aſhamed of, or diſregarded the hand which 
f raiſed. chem. When this is the baſe, the example has 
an evil effect upon the lower fan! ks of men, and pro- 

x duces A diffipation of manners unfavorable. to good 

| government and happineſs. In whatever ſtation you 

: : 2 my young ods, Enow w God by: a . e 


ion. ; 3 | 8 
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5 15 Tatkr i is one def under this e with which 
| * were happy, if » you! could be impreſſed; and that i is, | 


= the neceſſity and i importance of attending on the holy 


_ ordinance of the ſupper. ' You have been baptized in 
infancy, and by this rite acknowledged as viſible mem- | 

18 bers of the church. Your parents did then dedicate 
7% you. to the Lord ; they engaged in your name that 
you would ferve Ber As ſoon as you come to year 


of your conduct if ee do not? Toft kava gh ain 
approve of what was done? That you will not have 
the Lord to reign over you? Do you not caſt your. 
ſelves out of the church, and forfeit your right to the 
divine blefling ? Lay your conduct in this reſpect ſeri« 
_ _ ouſly to heart. Your excuſes: are well known, and. be 
1 aſſured that they are ineffectual for your juſtification. 
You are not urged to approach in a cheughtleſs and 
unprepared manner ; but where does the want of pre- ; 
paration reſt unleſs with yourſelves ? Though. grace is 
| free and ſovereign, yet do not your own conſciences 488 
condemn you for wilful negle& to ſeck it in the uſe of 
means which are not beyond your power? May God 
teach you chat i in this way you are lving in ignorance 


ol him, and bring you ſo to know him as to o reer 2 1” 4 


2 * 2 22 Roe . 
"I YEN all his nnn N 


1 * 


one CE more, It i 18 neceſſary 9 8 you 2 Gelees N 

| of, and adhere to ſome denomination i in the church of 

| Chrilt. What this ſhall be depends on.the circuniſtan- 

ces in which you are placed, and your own judgment | 
as to the purity in which the ordinances are admihi-. 

ſtered. When you fix, a ſtedfaſt adherence is perfeAaly x 

conſiſtent with a charitable diſpoſition toward ot es. | 

An unſettled conduct, or a wandering from one EY 8 

| ther will not promote your edification.. Kaden thoug 


* 


; Rye God oy father, dad ee, 
A a 2 "+ 


father did 3 but Aer 6 profeſs ie true 

religion which may be found under different modes of 

- "worſhip. Indeed, it is to be expected that early im- 

preſſions in favor of any particular mode will always 

| Have a great influence on our choice. What is intended 

| here i is, not to recommend bigotry, or a cenſorious 

temper towards thoſe who may differ from us, but that 

. one denomination be choſen with which we may ſtea· 

dily aſſociate. You will not be ſurpriſed : if it be ſaid, 

| s that it is better to belong to any denomination in the 

__ _Ehriſtian world than to none at all; for though un- 

| doubtedly one i is to be preferred to another, yet i in the 

- work of them, there is more probability. of happineſs 

: ere, and eternal ſalvation hereafter, than by an open 

„ of. them all. A perſon without any pro- 

Ja Selon of religion is a monſtrous and miſerable cren- 

ture. As you cannot well make a public acknowledg- | 
j : 8 2 : ment of God without j. joining a particular ſociety, ſo | 
i g er choice and adherence are neceſſarily implied in it. 


bse be called therefult of Hindnels and pre- 
_ +Judice to ſay, that God hath caſt your lot in a land 

- where civil and religious liberty is fully enjoyed ; and 
— quan Hari of revirhn ge 


. R 9 
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Fo s OLM ON. 
ſumed, t at by reaſon of your carly education ou will _ 
not. Let me beſeech you then, to know the God af ll 

your fathers, by frequenting the public aſſemblies, and | E | | 3 
maintaining the divine worſhip and ordinances, when 4 1 
HR, nn 'T meer 6 


II. To 5 7 you the motives to the 1. 
5 ance of theſe things. There ar are two mentioned i in the 
text; firſt, an encouragement, 77 If thou ſeek him, he vill 
be found of thee 3 ſecondly, a threatening, bl theu 135 re 
Aman 1 [1 EC TI 


As to the encouragement, FO it may be , 
"that while our lives are continued in this world, if we 
ſeek the Lord. he will be ſound of us, yet there'is - 
greater proſpe of ſucceſs as to the young than ahr 
others. Among many reaſons which might be men- - I 
tioned, the ſeaſon of youth i 18 the fitteſt, the moſt; ac- 1 7 
 ceptable to God, the moſt comfortable to yourſelves, 1 
d Is the N 2 _ * joys FS, i, 3 


e Youth f is the fitteſt — Your k ur 5 >, 
then moſt ſoft and Plant. ä "Tec can more el e . n . 
in any way, or moulded in any form. It has bers. 
vet contracted the ſtiffneſs of age. Hab its 5" of 0 he b ; | „ 
Kind will be formed, and when theſe « art bed "axe MY of Ea 
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long putinunnce, it is difficult 10 chang 
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— change bis fhin, or the leopard bis ſpots # 
then may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed io do evil. * 
It is of the utmoſt importance then, that you early 2 
learn to ſubdue your luſts, moderate your paſſions, and 
ſubmit to the diſcipline of religion. The firſt ſeeds 
which are ſown are moſt likely to take root and flou- 
riſh. If good ſeeds are not ſown, noxious s weeds will 
= ſpring up and exclude the others. 


You are 8 at this age, free From thoſe cares A 
ee which diſturb riper years. You are more : 
lively and vigorous ; more able to encounter with diffi. 5 
culties ; more full of hope as to ſucceſs in your endea- 
5 vours, which i is a great ſpur to action. None of vou 
will underſtand by what is ſaid on this, that you can 
be faſhioned to religion without ſapernatural grace. 
You werg ſhapen in iniquity, and you mult be born again F 
but ſurely, the dominion of fin Arengthens by habit, 
und we become leſs able and leſs inclined to leave it. 


113 Js chere not hope that early impreſſions of religion 
3 vil be moſt efficacious and laſting ? Nothing is too 
bard for almighty power, but who promiſe belt? 
ns Thet who begin with attending to the duties of reli 
þ gion, or thoſe who run in the ways of wickedneſs ? The 

a former moſt certainly. They a are moſt likely to be 


religious and happy. Ri N 5 
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- Aa To know God in the days 1 * is 
the moſt acceptable to him. The firſt of your lives is 
the beſt; to this God claims a right ; and we have 

reaſon to think that this part he moſt approves. There 
is ſomething exceedingly engaging in early piety. 
Mankind admire and applaud; and if there be joy in 
heaven at the converſion of a ſinner, may we not con- 


clude that the young believer i is an intereſting ſ pecta · | 
: cle ? To ſee one whoſe ſpirits are yet warm and lively, 
nobly reſiſting thoſe temptations which prove ſa fatal 
to many; encountering difficulties with reſolution and ö 
perſeverance, i is worthy of high approbation. Ir i 18 45 
true that none merit any thing from God; that after 
they have done all they are unprofitable ſervants z but 
it may be ſafely aſſerted notwithſtanding, that 2 
who ſeek the Lord while young, are moſt acceptable 
to him and moſt likely to obtain his fixor. Wit x 
not enjoined this very thing ? Hath he not — | 
a delay? And is not obedience more pleaſing to him 
than diſobedience? Ts it not highly diſengenuous, a = 
ter refuſing God the firſt and beſt of our lives, to offer” 
him'the dregs? Have we not reaſon to belic 
will reſent this? To fear that he will not then accept 
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hb pats of ſin and miſery. dmitting that after a 
courſe of iniquity, you ſhould > reclaimed to the ſer. 
vice of God, your repentance muſt be bitter. The 
reflection upon your paſt ſins, the diſhonor you have 
done to God, and the injury to yourſdves' and others, 
muſt give you many painful moments. . Though God 
mould forgive you, vet you never will be able to for- 
give yourſelves; nor to enjoy that peace and ſerenity 
of foul which an attention betimes, and an uniform 

courſe of obetlience would enfure, VVVfmn 


als this is the beſt 3 you can 
make for times of affliction, for old age, and for the 
trying hour of death. To be able to look back at 
the cloſe of life and ſee-it ſpent in honoring God and 
promoting the welfare of men, muſt give unſpeakable 
_ fatisfaRtion. All indeed will have reafon to lament 
that their talents had not been improved better; but 
ere they have wholly run to waſte, or been employed 
to bad purpoſes, ſhame, confuſion, and ow = 
ve che penn + Who can deferibe 


we mt, 
und fepr 1 4 ot old age! What fall 
* Hopes remain that his peace will then be made ga 
78 8 dl. The evil days are come, and. the years ar 4 an 
* when be Jaye, 1 have hn * in rden. 115 Ns as wn 


. +B@ 80LOMON. + 1. * 
he ſtands moſt in need of comfort, he i is deſtitute. To 
the natural evils of this time of life, are added ſtings of 
conſcience for what is paſt, and afflicting fears as to 
that eternity upon which he muſt ſoon enter. N othing | 
in this world or the other affords him one cheering ray 
of hope. On the contrary, how happy they, who ha- 
ving remembered their Creator in the days of their 
. youth, ſupport old age with cheerfulneſs and dignity, 
wait with calmneſs and reſignation for their releaſe from 
all diſeaſes and infirmities, anticipate an entrance into 
everlaſting reſt, and the time when their bodies ſhall be 
raiſed ſpiritual” and immorta nn, to the 
glorious body of Chriſt F e 


Ix ha laſt place, Youth; 18 _ _ "FM you may 
ever enjoy. 'Your lives are very uncertain. Von maya; ; 
never {ee manhood, much leſs paſs into old age, 16 
not this 3 a powerful reaſon why you. ſhould ſeek the 
Lord now ? At preſent you enjoy the opportunity, 
but how long it will be continued, i 18 only known to „ 


2 . - 


recall you ſoon. Even now, 
of long life and looking orw y ve 
with conſcious rapture, the decree may be o into 8 
| Execution, Return, ye children of men. Why then will | 

von latter Wande 2 why vii NT | 
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30 
2 ſhould, you have ſeen that che time of youth is of 
a others the fitteſt, the moſt acceptable to God, and 
the moſt comfortable to yourſelves, | . 
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you off, notwithſtanding the inſtructions and pray ers 


: * When Jour fear cometh ar d:folation, and your 


nee upon you. Then fhal they call uyon me; but 
Tiles anfever ; they ſhall ſech me early, but they ſhall 
a find me : For ee 3-06 and did not - 
ie fear of the Lord. Tu avould none of my coun- 
| by they, doped al my reproof. Therefore foal they 


aui her enn way, and be fled with Uni 
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DAVID» CHARGE = 


+ mentioned in the text ; if thou  forſake him, be will ca. 
5 5 eee. On this, time will not allow me to 
+ dwell. If you refuſe to acknowledge God he will caſt 


1 of p pious parents; notwithſtanding all the privileges 
ou may have enjoyed. He wil caſt you off, and 


* that for ever. How terrible are theſe words | Becauſe 
I have called, and ye refuſed, I have fretched out my _ 
Lund, and no man regarded. But ye have ſet at nought 
Ae, and would nous of my reproof ; 1 alfo will 
Jaugh. ity I will mock when your fear 5 


Aleks comerh ar « a evhirlwind ; evhen difireſs and an- 
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tions to begin the work of religion. Vou bath 


times, impreſſions made upon your hearts, and wether | 


reſolutions 3 but the former are weakened, and the. 
latter are broken, by the force of thoſe temptations 
which ſurround your When this is repeatedly: the 
_ caſe; there is danger that your eonſeienees will become _ 
leſs tender, fin aſſume a leſs frightful alpeft and mw 
be emboldened to venture on ĩts ways. Cheril 
fore, thoſe tender emotions of Toad and hearken 
the voice of conſcience within you. They are the call 
d, and ſpeak the ſame language with Ann text. 
Vnleſs you live to God, you live ta no 


worſe than none. Only religion can make you w truly, 


reſpeQable here, and eternally happy hereafter... This 
is inſinitely better N . andall that his 
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My young heirert, you art the hops 
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On you the eyes of your miniſters, your, parent 
your chriſtian friends: are placed, to ſupport 8 


diſappointed 8 "Wil you give Ws no. 5e 5 "gi 
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of God when they are removed hence. Shall * I x i 


"io Nx. 5 2. 


advice , and taking t ie ſolemn fa nl /oit My dear 
children, it is the will of God that T bee 3 be not 


— down, but reſigned. What little of earth: things 
I Tpoffeſſed; and for which I labored principally on your 


| account, I have divided among vou. My great con- 
cern has been, not that you ſhould be rich and honor- 
_ able büt that you might have the favor of God in 
Chriſt. I have inſtructed you and prayed for n 5 
ä have recommended religion to you by precept and ex- 
5 1 ; and wiſh to impreſs you now with its awful 
importance in my lateſt moments. Know the God of 
your fathir; and ſerve him with a perfe@ heart, and with 
WF @ willing mind. Though leſs than the leaſt of all his 
1 | mereies, he hath diſtinguiſned me by hie grace; he 
N . hath guided me through life, and will now receive me 
3 - 8 From long and happy experience, I recom- 
mend him to your choice.—O ſhould you forſake this 
ods how many; witneſſes will riſe up in judgment 
againſt vou. The counſels, the admonitions and the 
 reptooſs: will aggravate. your, "condemuation. a The 
8 Amelung houſe where we bowed the Knee together, the 
i church to which we reſorted, and every thing which 
b Enns you to my remembrance, will reproach you, if 
Fon lire ungodly. Bear with the earneſtneſs of a fa- 
1 her who loves you, and muſt ſee you no more. Hearken 
to his laſt N N 


be * 
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Laas God and keeps Bis 
Surely, my young friends, your m Wen „ 
to be unaffected with a ſcene like, this. © It has 2 „ 
nen to = view, that, _ JOU: parents „ : 


55 


np 


| chat vou may recollect what 
minds and the feelings you had Fo as to : 
excite you to a a careful attention to the duties of * A 
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gion. dos 0 by his grace, gol vou to 5855 
him be 


done; to Mor wa them, in a knowledge, in a zeal Sy in 3 
r "i. I 
5 k. 6% woof nk 2 Sil. n an Weg i 5 | = 4 


"Waits this fubjet is addreſſed: more eſpecially to 1 „ 
the young, it ſpeaks ! in a very alarming manner ts you, on 4 
my brethren, who have let the feafon of youth pas fs un. + 


improved, are arrived at middle, it may be, at at old ag, 
and have x no well grounded hope of a an intereſt i in the 
Saviour. | Ought not you to make 80 * bb ans; e 
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fully improve what remains of life # 


bearance of God, you are yet Wins.” de yet. | 1 $i 15 I 


hope e concerning you, if you will, at length, tary unto 
the Lord. | Repent that you have ſo long ee 
him, and forget him no more. It is the eleventh hour. 
n all the day idle 2 Begin, begin 
re ĩt be too late. "The 2 85 on 
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Parents were pious that you had mp Ulmen ia 
= ; and that your hearts were inclined to em- 
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groſs ſing, ' and delivered from the ſnares in which 
others have been taken ? Was it not of God? Praiſe 
Hie ! Praiſe him l. T. 


10 to be diſtinguiſhed by bringing 


Dis love in Chriſt, be exhorted to diligence and zeal in 


2 * walk, Show h youth by e veli- 


n 5 that gloomy thing ther, VE. ap 
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eee beard: Nane returned EN DEGREES, 
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On this day, being the 26th of December; he” 5 
Rev. Dr. EIL Anpus WrsTERATLO i in the 53d year of his age; „ 


wan highly and juſtly eſteemed, In the papers which atinouris... 8 


ced his death was given the following charaQer :- This _ 4s 
(© flemary was called by the Reformed Dutch -Church of Albaby,.” 3 
9 from Holland, and during the ſpace of 30 years, bas 
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| as an able, zealous, and ſucceſsful-miviſter bool 85 
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foun Alice er meets at all — 
but to with we ere more naturally'led, at this ſeaſon | 
| of the * : * 4 3 99 f EN 8 . A Le | wo 


. = us, „ fr, 219981 briefly to 5 predeling hiſto- ; 
WF x7 which: vil each us. the occalion of the e miracle ; ; and 


then, to the difficulties which occur, wich the various 
opinions of en: | 


*. 


Tus hiſtory. as related in the twentieth GOT 0 our - 

5 the ſecond book of Kings, and more minutely here, 
6 is this.- About the time that Sennacherib king of 
Aﬀſyria invaded Judea, Herekiah was taken with a 


ö e Jeſvs Chriſt.—In for man did grester und more bebte 
* qualities unite. He poſſeſſed an excellent underſtanding, ſo : 
* lid learning, and fervent piety. As he experienced the power 
f truth upon his own. ſoul, fo his life was an evidence that 
© he loved the Saviour, whom he ſerved and preached to others. 
* A meck and benevolent diſpoſition recommended him to all 
I his acquaintances; and his widow and children, his numerous 
6 friends, 4 large congregation, and all the churches with which 
| he. wasconneted, e ebene {5a 
Soda.” 8 ps 4 n 
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Wi e 
” __ Kir'referance. to Dr. Weſterlo, Jet, having heard of his danger- 
3, auvilloeſs,and prayers being this day offered up for his recovery, 
ns could not help remarking, in the time af delivery, and after, 

8 | how ſuitable the ſubje&; was ta the occaſion. Had he been in- 
* | - _ formed ef his death, he could not have refrained. then to. have | 
1 deplared the loſe God, wha 3 Heackiah, was: aa in 


is not to * e in the imo abſolute ſenſe; ; but 
ſignified: that his ficknefs was beyond the reach of hu· 
man art to heal, and would, according to the 
of nature, prove mortal. Of the ſame kind was this 15 4 
declaration of Jonah, 7 4 forty days and Nineveh ball Is 5 
be overthrown ; 5 and yet God ſpared this city upon its 

repentance : fo in the caſe before. us, he was plalcd o 
to reſtore Hezekiah upon his d. deep! humiliation and car- „ ; 
neſt prayer.—We are informed that Hezekiah \ was . 15 1 : 
affected, and that he wept fore. Death was | 
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e to him, y e ep. e 
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SICKNESS 


being — the os of Jeath muſt betenidle 
There were, however, beſide the inſirmity of human 
nature, ſeveral reaſons Tata mw 00 the | 


f | * 


0 1 , 1 ? 5 
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| Lavery of wy was s promiſed as 2 a reward of obedi- 
ence j and Hezekiah would be apt to look upon 10 ſud- 
den and premature a death, as an evidence of the d. 
vine diſpleafure. He was as yet in the prime and vigor 
of his life, Accordingly we find him pleading thus z 
- Remember now, O Lord, Tbeſeech thee, how I have li- 
ed before. thee in truth, and with a penis heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy fight : * : * by: which we are 
not to underſtand, that he boalted- of bis works, | or 
pled them ab meritorious; but that he beſought | 
. to confer the reward he bad aciouſly promiſed ta 
thoſe who walked in his oo xthat he would afford 
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w. 2 to. ny the (great danger to 
* which the kingdom, at this junQure, | was expoſed by 


* powerful invaſion of the Aﬀyrian army. 1 fuck, 3 
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a0 a great'and public loſs. This would e him the 
Wm ark" time he had no ſon to ſueceed to the 
How n and mournful muſt this diſpen- 
d to him, hen in himſelf the roya 
e Donidnidoutts become, rag 
this light. then, in aſking for 45 2 hs 
| promiſe which Dad and Solomon bad pled before 
him, That there ſhould not fail-a man to, : on the throns. 
ef, Jfracl In ſhort, when theſe things are conſidered, 
ve may account for the concern of Hezekiah, and ſee 
that he might defire life from the pureſt motives 1 not 
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*Hs earneſt entreaty v was heard, and 25240 EPS | 
to inform him that he ſhould recover from. his preſent 
 diforder ; that his cure ſhould be 10 ſudden and cu. 
— him, on the third day , to ge 80 up | unto, " 90} 
0 dhe Lord; chat 3 rs ſhould d be „ 
Ae and that be ſhould be defivered out 


of the hand of the king © of A Alte. * ns diredtion » 
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IF 5 þ 


4 Ilaiah, a plaiſter of figs was applied! to his boil, nod 3:4 


b. recovered. L "What his particular difoder was, is 
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3 eee ith might be 
B ened i in the | promiſed deliveranc e, , pioully, requeſted 
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3 5 85 Ifaiah for a fign from the Lord, which was granted. 
2 | What this was, we read in the text. g Let = now at- 
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urs, The firſt place, in the Old Teſtament, where | 
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ye meet with the word leur, f | is in the book e of 


not caly to determine who were the fir ren. 
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dea; but Anaximander 
years later than the: days eg Abus 
ry conſiderable writers ſuppoſe that the invention of 5 
ſun - dials was much later than u and they 192 
che paſſage a different "tranſlation, | Wb is obſerved, 
chat the word rendered degrees, Ggnifics Abe, or r fairs 3 
anch i it has been alledged, that this meaſurer of time, 
ei Wag nothing but a flight of Aairs leading u up to the 
gate of the palace ; "and according g to the projection of 

the fun, marked at proper diſtances with figures de- 
wow the diviſions of the day ; "and not any regular 
piece of dial- work. * * e - Hank SEPT CET Jan 
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Sh place and time of the firſt invention, no > reaſonable 


* aſtronomy is knoy 
died; and as an intimacy ſubſiſted 


Pileter king of Afyris, and Aha king of Math 1 
S566 inopr robable that Ahaz had the model of 4 dial 5 
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HEZERIAH's SICKNESS 


dt, el at once, the mA; MAH: e 
Some contend, from the ſignification of the original 
word; that it was not horizontal, as dials now com- 
monly are, but hemiſpherical and coneave. Of es- 
ever form M ws, it meaſured time * n caſt 
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Tus next difficulty is with reſped © to the . i 
el. Did i it conſiſt anly i in the receſs of the ſhadow; 
or did the body of the ſun recede in che heavens ? On 
this there i is a. diverſity of opinion. It is of no conſe. 


#5. 2 


- quence in treating of this, whether we uſe the com- 
mon language, or ſpeak according to the preſent re 
| ceived philoſopby ; becauſe whether we ſuppoſe the 
ſun to turn round the earth, or the earth to turn round 
the fun, the er elſcQs are e the ſame. 
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: Tus ancienta, Wan Jews and Chiians, berate i 
. Here; bid, that ee 4 ten degrees, were of 
| inion, that the miracle was: wrought, not pen he 
but upon the body af the ſun 3 or, chat ehe 


+ all the. heaven, bodies n. banks ae 
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ND REC 0 v E A 4 m 
Sous reſpectable names have maintained; on the. 


_ , contrary, that the miracle was occaſioned only by a 
receſs of the ſhadow, while the ſun proceeded in its or- 


dinary conrſe. In ſupport of this, they ſay, that in 


the book of Kings, mention is made only of the ha- 


dow's going back; and thou gh i in Tfaiah thedun i 18 dad 
to return, yet, that” to put the fan for its beams, i is 2 
common mode of ſpeech i in all languages. They u urge 
alſo, that on, the ſuppolition that the Teceſs, and ad- 


vance 775 the ber was \ gradual, great inconveniencies 


„„ an » 4+ &AE® 


were an hour, then the flats in retard, and e ad. 
vancing, would have made that day twenty hours 
Tonger than uſual, and thus would have ſcorched che in in- 
habitants of ſome parts of the earth, while others 


N would have been frozen by ſo long an abſence of the 


fun. On the other hand, if the receſs and adrance 


5 of the f. un be ſuppaſed to have been inſtantaneous, they 


lay chat this would have been ſeen and felt all over the 
world, be en obſerved by aſtronomers, and recorded by 
hiſtorians. They urge farther, that as the defi gn of 
the miracle was not. to lengthen the day, i as in the caſe | 


© of Joſhua, there was no neceſſity for ſuch a change i in 
dhe motions of t the heavenly bodies, when the defi ira | 


aa he anſwered : as 7 5 by a change of the fun? s 1 
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the dial. This i is the lubſtance of their erben. 
which though plauſible, is not concluſive... { 551 


W are re exprefily told, that the 1 e ten * 
grees ard why ſhould not this be underſtogd trie, 


es well! as that the ſun flood fil, i in n the days of Joſhua: ? 


| Thar, OY of theſe degrees was an hour, i is not ſaid ; 
nor, whether the change was gradual, or inſtantaneous. 
That we do not find it recorded by hiſtorians, is no ar- 
gument that it was not. obſerved ; for the records of 
thoſe carly days are not come down to us. We hare, 
at leaſt, an intimation that it was obſerved, at Baby- 
lon; 4; for, after Hezekiah' P, recovery, we are informed 
of the king ſending ambaſſadors to congratulate him, 
and to enguire of the evonder that Was done in the land. » 
To what is this wonder ſo Ukely to refer, as & to ſome 
aſtoniſhing change obſersed in the heavens | ? The Chal- 
dean aſtrologers accurately ſtudied the motions of the 
celeſtial bodies; abd/it is probable, that this retro- 
greſſion o of the ſun would engage their attention, While 
they found themſelves unable to account for it. mn As 
dhe n was one of their deities, we may ſee, likewiſe, 
"the wiſdom of God in this miracle. While it was a 
FE/ I to Hezekiab, it proclaimed to theſe idolatrous na · 
©*rions, the power : and glory of Hin who mad: the Sun, 
and to whom all worlhip i Is due. Had He ekiah 
2 — * 2 Chron, zxxil. 3. | es 


"AND: R OO E RV. 4 1 


Der 3 attention malt 
| "MN me, Aae __ have performed an 
n n and n the ee of God. 


8 2 4435 SEA EY 1736 | 
"Dog the whole, thou gb we are not to look — a 


miracle, mo there 3 is none and though God doth 


not work any unneceſſarily; yet there i is nothing Live 
too great for our faith. Was it impoſſible ? Who ſhall 
„ limit the Creator of the ends of the earth? Was not the 

return of the ſun as eaſy, as that of the ſhadow, to an 
omnipotent hand? Can a human artificer- move and 
guide his machine as he will, and cannot the almigh- 
ty Architect move and guide the fabric of the uni- 
| verſe ? Cannot he who faſhioned the glorious lumina- 
fies of heaven; who continually: impels and guides 
W through the vaſt expanſe} cannot he arreſt them 
vo ations, "without 


in their courſe, or change their Sb 
confuſion in the ſyſtem, or injury to the ere: 
hath made? Surely, no one who ackbowltilgest in in: 
ic . and ee Being; Gill den ya 1 


1 


fee) n at 5 ee ee e 52 1 be 
e io rene” that the change was 5 iche 
Penis Kill admit a miracle, ;,and indeed, which BR 

. fide wetake, it amounts in the end to the lame. » Th _ 


| fign, was from God, and afforded to Hezekiah full af. 
Wn of what 1 was as promiſed, Obſerving, i it may be, 
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* HEZEKIAH'« SICKNESS 
from the window of his camber, the ſhadow recede on 


deliverance fromthe meditated, invaſion Keiner 
Aſſyria. He who turned the ſun from his: courſe, 
could remove the moſt i inveterate diſeaſe ; he, on whom 


creation 2s could 1 fruſtrate » al | the deſigns of 
men. 


1 


'-T pxocteD now to what was mainly intended; to 
make ſome ſerious and uſeful reflections. It was ne- 
ceſſary, i in conſidering this paſſage of ſcripture, to in- 
troduce the things you have heard ; and let us now en- 
 deavour to own Book hen leſſons for our own pore 
tion. . | 


\ 5 ” E.; 5 


** sr, „we A bee in n en PESO 
of death, and eparation for it. No time of life, and 
no ſtrength of conſtitution is "HR gainſt i ; 
 Hezekiah had arrived at little more than the nien 
of human life, and was in the midſt of his uſefulneſs, 
When ſeized with a mortal diſeaſe. - But why do we 
point to him, when we ſee daily witneſſes of this truth * 


ee but a few whoſe days amount to thiee-ſcore 


« * years and ten.“ Much the greater part die before 
they ah attained to half of of that 8e. e 
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By realizing death, and bringing it Wer to us, it ; 


wil appear leſs terrible when it actually comes. But, 
vhen ſeldom in our thoughts; ics we are deeply im- 
merſed in the cares and pleaſures of this world; the meſ- 
ſage, Set thine houſe in order; for thou Malt die and not 
live, muſt ſtrike terror to our hearts. Hardly any fitu- 


ation can be conceived more pitiable than his, whom + 


death unexpectedly overtakes. loaded. with guilt. 11 
it be alarming to even the beſt, what horrors muſt 


oxerwhelm ſuch an one! If the good king turned bit face 2 


toward the wall and evept fore, what confuſion and diſ- 
may, may we ſuppoſe will attend him, whom death 
| ſurpriſes in riot and profanity ; him, whoſe exaltation 
is abuſed by the indulgence of unlawful pleaſures, and 
who is chargeable with blood-guiltineſs by the oppreſ- 
. 00" and murder of his ſubjects But whatever are our 
nees in life, it is our wiſdom and duty to com 
; ader our latter end; to prepare for that ſolemm and i in- 
eritable hour, by making our peace with. Godthr 'Oug 
a Mediator, 25 by ehen all his co um- 
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© Saconva, The link of our | Trves i is determined. . 
. by God. There is an appointed time beyond which v we PI 
cannot paſs, and until which we are ſafe b 8. 5 


tal accident and diſeaſe. Though chis 


8 4 1 _ danger, for the means Abd. the end ** 
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connected, yet it ought to r us from anxious and 
diſtreſſing fears. By theſe we cannot prolong our 
lives, but we may render them uncomfortable. Though 
Hezekiah was dangerouſly ill, and had ſolemn warn- 
ing from the Lord, yet he lived fifteen years after this. 
Such, from the beginning, was the council of God; but 
he was pleaſed for wiſe purpoſes to threaten him with 
death. To Hezekiah was afterward known, the pre- 


ciſe limit; but as to us, it is wholly concealed. ' Some, 


indeed, are for ever propheſying as to this event ; 
| hearing noiſes, feeling impreſſions, dreaming dreams, 
and ſeeing viſions; khus, vainly tormenting themſelves 
and others by anticipation. That God can reveal to 
perſons the time of their death, and that he hath done 
it in other inſtances, as well as the one before us, 
is certain; but, it may be aſſerted that ſome impor- 
tant end ls always ta be anſwered by i it; and that when 
P he does it, the perſan i js not left to mere conjecture. 
In general, however, we know neither the day nor the 
hour, that fo it may be always preſent. with us; that 


5 Jo our houſes may be le in 1 and e 


to die. | LY 7 pg | 1 
; 1 * "F = . 1 a £ 88 * * 1 850 7 1 2 . . 


ae; Are there not EM of us, my wathon, 
r God hath ſnatched from the very mouth of the 
rave? Whoſe lives have been deſpaired of, aid yet 
11 5 in his abundant v7 a hath 1 reſtored to bene 
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In ſo large: an alemblys ſome ſuch, probably, are. to 
be found, whoſe preſervation, though the ſun tu ned 
not back, ſeemed almoſt miraculous to themſelves and 
others, It becomes ſuch ſeriouſly to inquire, what | 
improvement they have made of life fince ? What re- 
_ quital to God for his ſparing goodneſs ? ? It is remark- 
ed of Hezekiah that he rendered not again according to. 
the benefit done unto him ; for his heart was lifted upi® 
He went up on the third day to the houſe of the Lord, 
to return thanks, and his ſong of praiſe is recorded in 


1 chapter; but, when the mercy was no longer freſh, 
he forgot the obligations he owed. Alas, this is too 
commonly the caſe with many. How has it been with 
you? Have you broken off your iniquities! ? Have you 
performed your refolutions? Or, have you returned to 
your former. ways, and are, perhaps, more ſecure, and 


| thoughtleſs than ever? ? Beware of unſanRified afflic- | 
tions. He that being often reproved | hardeneth 2 nec 


. 


fall ſuddenly be ds deflroyed, and that vichout remedy.” „ 


Remember that vou are reſpited, not pardoned; it 
may be for fifteen years; and it may be for « a much 
leſs period. Remember chat death will inevitably de 


5 


at laſt; and if, inſtead of repentance, you have ac Ea 


io the number of your ſins; if you. bave thus abe 
"the goodneſs, and forbearance, and long feffering of God, * 
| _ will have treaſured * unto vourſelves ee 
5 Chron, ai. 25. 5 e 1112. 1. MAE: 


0 2h 


* N / *& 
6 


8 


= HEZEK R' SICKNESS 


Os * C 
- © + 28 1 94 ? 3 f . ; 
| af God 11 Eh 1 e 71 F 


8 5 . FS) 42 3 1 . $038 $$ 1 38 3 


Nor * do { ruby harden Meme under the 
1 of the Lord, but there i is danger chat ſaints 
> do not improve them as they ought ; ; and though theſe 
ſhall not finally periſh ; vet, by their ſorgetfolneſ, 
they diſhonor God and bring upon themſelves other 
aflictions from his hand. Let me beſeech all then, | 
of whatever character, 10 render again according 10 the 
benefit « done unto them; to devote themſelves to the fer- | 
vice of that God who hath made them, reſtored them 
from fickneſs, preſerved. them i in many dangers, and 
to whom, at laſt, they, muſt account for all their ace 
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Fovarn LY, we are come, , my brethren, 1 near to 


5 we” Þ7 7 1 


1 cloſe of another year. i Tus circumſtance led me 
>. to the choice of this ſybjeR, » and produced the Freleitt 
train of reflections. The ſun will ſoon have finiſhed 


another revolution, never to meaſure back the 7 ſpace. 


The time we have lived i is Zone as to us; as much ſo, 
unde years | before the flood. : Whatever we have been 5 
Adoing, we have been borne. Readily and irrevitibly 7 
alog,—How many years have we lived ? Fifteen ? 
Tyice fifteen : ? Have not ſome of us len four times 
this nee and more 2 o allude to the 58 fa * 
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dial; while the ſhadow ſhows that it is is morning with | 
ſome, noon with others; does not, to a third claſs the 
ſhadow lengthen, and the evening faſt approach? Muſt 
they not ſoon, very ſoon, be inveloped in thick dark« 


15 11 D n b wil we Pon eras in hos * 


tis aſlembly ? Nay, he, is there . 
ture to claim ſo long a time ; or ſay, that even a day, 
or an hour, is his own ?—Periſhing creatures, on the 


verge of another year, and, it may be, on the verge of 32 | 


eternity, will you admit the ſolemn reflection into your 


breaſts? Will you be adviſed to ſecure an intereſt in_ | 


the Saviour, that ſo you may live in glory hereafter 2 


| | £5 ife and immortality are brought to light through the goſpel | 


. with 1885 when time Hhall be n no longer. 


x . 


7 ly. Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now it the 


| Song, the merits of your « exalted Redeemer, deathe? is | 


of Chriſt. It reveals a better country, that is an heaven- 


day of ſalvation. Turn while you may. Come to the 
blood of Chriſt for cleanſing from your fins; and ſeek | 
his purifying grace to prepare you to live and reign 5 


. 5 * 4 
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8 jd thoſe whoſe hopes are ur fixed on | 5 5 5 


the merey of God in Chriſt, ſeek, by a patient ame- 5 1 


ance in well doing, for glory, and honour, and in 
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his; when be came to py den, be cried with, a 1 1 volce unto 
Daniel, and the king ſpake and ſaid to Daniel, O DANIEL ſervant 
10 25 the living GoD, is thy God, Whew thou ſerve continually, able 
to deliver tber from o e ban 


5 . 


Then ſaid: Dan lars the Ling, O ling, tive foruj,,l. — 


Mx Gov bath ſent bis angel and bath ut the lions 


| Gave not burt me:  Forofmuch as before HLM innocency wa: fo und in 
me end aff before, 5 0 ws. 7 bave n no bert. : ws {' EBW 
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HISTORY AND. 


5 . of Daniel being thrown i into 1 lions 
= den? This is an argument of the utility of hiſtory, and 

of the wiſdom of God id ufng this method of com- 
m. inftruRion. | 


Bur, though 1 the facts which are related (engage 


* * 5 


4 
—— * 


our attention, and are imprinted | on the memory, we 
do not always, at the t time, attend to the leſſons which 
they teach. This is the work of maturer years, of 
. diſcernment a reflection. b 


— 


To prepare the SRI ſome improvement of the 
pes before us, it will be neceſſary to take a ſhort 
vie ret the en aQors i in the ſeene. - | 


2 Fo 4 


Tas ede Dient, Was i deſcended d the fi. 
wk of David. In the reign of Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah, anb king of Babylon, having in- 
veſted Jeruſalem, took it, and carried Daniel when he 
was yet young, with other captives, into. Babylon. He : 

- and three of his companions were ſelected by direction 

FF: ä were inſtructed in the language 

aming.of Chaldea, in order that. they might be 


_ qualifiec to ferye as officers at court; and, agreeably to 
dhe cuſtom of conquerors in thoſe days, new names 
. Ws to. them. Daniel Was: (FARES Belteſhazzar. - 
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CHARA SER OF DA Ix | 
Turr. eontinued under tuition for three years, and 
1 wine from his own table. Daniel now manifeſted hs | 
moſt bie regard to that religion in which he 
had been initiated. He refuſed to partake of the 
' proviſion allowed, left he might defile himſelf with 
meats which were forbidden to the Jews, and part of 

7 which might, in this caſe, have been offered to falſe 
gods. Surely this conduct in one ſo young and under 
ſo many temptations, was a preſage of future greatneſs 
and uſefulneſs,” Miſerable is that education in which 
no attention is paid to the duties of religions” The fear 


of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom : And the nos Y 
155 0 on 3 ts ag oa 


NET 
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| Dons ee ohtiined fir himſelf a and this | 

0 felloweſtudents 2 en u of water and'pulſey 
with which bing pron tn. dr, ther ctmancs = 
evbich did eat the prin of the king's mat 16 WM 


it ſhows us that God will not let thoſe ſuffer ks wy. 79 
lane iy a ſincere attachment to his law. He" will _ 


rh RY cones that theſe perſoks _— 
17 2775 Chap. i 15 sb TY» —4 2 85 3 : ID a; 9 
. Oe YN. 8 4 
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: | in ſevere ſtudies, vegeta- . 
| bles and water. were, perhaps, the moſt ſuitable. for / 
_— They were already ſo much of philoſophers, 
as to know that high ſeaſoned food and luxurious 
wines would be very prejudicial; that theſe would 
produce a feveriſh habit of body and ſtupify the mind. 
One reaſon why they outſtiipped all the other ſtudente | 
In Babylon may be, that they were more abſtracted 5 
from ſenſual pleaſures; when others thought of eating, 
and drinking, and ſleeping, they were buſy in conning 
tbeir leſſons. | Superiority in learning does not ariſe ſo 
much from a difference in genius as mene at- 
1 and e e 


x Warn theſe young 1 men * finiſhed tain Audi ies, 
E and were examined by the king, he found them, in 
l matters. of <viſaom and underflanding, ten times better 
| than all the magicians. and aftrologers that vere in all his 
muln.“ They diſcovered) more wiſdom,. and had made 
- greater progreſs 1 in learning, which in that countrx ; 
_ conſiſted chiefly-in-politics, the art of war, and the 
motions of the celeſtial bodies. Upon Daniel, beſides 
. : Bis me atural acuteneſs and his acquired knowledge; God 
2 amp pleaſed to beſtow ſupernatural gifts. He had un- 
derftanding'in all viſions and dreams. This ſoon appear- 
ed by his rerealing and. 5 a” | emi wha 
-. perch HO he * . 5 


CHARACTEROFDANIEL. 
nn had greatly troubled Nebuchadne 

— which, none of his wiſe-men could give him 
any ſatisfaction. Though the dream had made ſtrong 


impreſſions upon his mind, yet he could not recollect 
che circumſtances of it ; and on this account his divi- 


ners told him that he required of them what was im- Pl 


poſſible. The king, naturally havghty and unaccuſtas 
med to diſappointment, having firſt threatened and re- 
proached them became now very Furious, and comman- 
ded to deflroy all the wiſe-men of Babylon. The decree | 
| was inued for that . | . 1 OR as 955 1 

Ar dualer time,” we ny” conſider ee whe” 
character of this king, and his fingular puniſhment : 
At preſent, we cannot forbear reflecting What a dan- 
gerous influence power and flattery have on che cor- 


rup: human heart. How abſolute and e vas the. _ 


proceeding here mentioned! 77 Mall be cut in ficcer, 
and your houſes Ball be made a dunghill,+ Tf ye will a 
make known unto e ons 5 755 ir Gut on decree fon 


He eee that all 55 were inde for kink "= 
He e rn not for 5 a lawful commands. 


* 


= pious m man, in the day of trouble, but i in his, God? 1 He 


30 ns TORY AND 5 
be nec ul: Nath Quilt with 
"GE more! SO WG ood oily hoes om 
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x ks, 3 ER have yu ig were incladed, among 


« + thoſe doomed to die. Daniel obtained a reſpite of the 


execution of the ſentence, on a promiſe, that he w would 
give the King ſatisfaction as to his 2 Having 
acquainted his companions with what he had underta- 


ken, he requeſted them to unite in ſupplication to God | 


that he would be pleaſed, to reveal to him the, great 
and important ſecret. It was accordin gy revealed to 


1 Daniel i in a night - viſion, for which be returned praiſe : 


to God z and the next morning, being Brought. j mto 
the preſence of the king, he revealed to him the 
dream with the interpretation. The king ſurpriſed | 
and pleaſed at the wonderful diſcovery, ſhowed Daniel 


| x the moſt profound reverence, and gave bim many great 


Sifte,, and made him ruler of the whole province of Babylon, 
\, end chief ofthe governors | over. all the x e-men of Ba- 
lin. He alſo, at Daniel's requelt; went, his 
. LY 


w. ſee? 2 a thi tranſaRion the great piety af Ah 


S exceeding goodneſs of God, and the myſterious 


ys of his providence.—Where i is | the refuge 0 of the 


is a wp when N earthly mean fat Davie vas : 


£ 2 


mighty 
giving. The merey which he obtained by. OY 


tion, he returned in grateful praiſes. When he ſtood 


before the king, he was jealous for the honor of the 


true God, and to him he aſcribed all the glory. Thire KH 
ta God i in heaven that Fevealeth ſecrets, and nales 


| Enown to the king Nebuchadnezzar, what $a be i in 
the latter daye* 1 


How great was the 3 of Goa in 8 this 


- Gd to Daniel; in ſo ordering it, that the king for- 


got his dream; by this divine diſpenſation taking the 


| greater glory to himſelf, and making it inframeag}] in 
the ras. of his ſervant ! | 


How ti the ways of Pronidence thats in "the 


LN of this dream, ſhould be found- 4 pre- 1 85 
diction of the kingdom of the Meſſiah! 1 By'the i image 
compoſed of different materials, are here repreſented Z 
the ſame events which Daniet afterward ſaw in viſion,” CE 
under the emblem of wild beaſts. 12 the one, the „ 


5 Kingdom of the Meſſiah i 1s repreſented by the / 


5 ſmote the image, and became à great mountain, and fe 60 2 
. the ewhole earth. F in the other, by the thrones” being 


: E. down, by one coming evith the ch 12 heaw 6 an 


8 5 . . ü. ab, n Chap. ii. 35. 5 GS, Y 15 5 


„„ 7 8 


"2008 + nt 8 7 0 * AND 1 5 
having given to bim dominion — and a: Lingdom, 
that all people, nations and languages ſbould ſerve him ; bis 
dominion b eing an everlaſling dominion eobich ſhall uot paſs 
away, and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deflroyed.* 

But the nature of the 3 will not . ta 

n eee | SO e Be) 1 


| nezzar, and which was ſent as a warning to him for 
his pride and wickedneſs. The king ſtill continuing 
in his impiety, n e, which was foretold _ 
. pls e e e Sl, afl. 55 


Shu” 


Merodach ſucceeded to the 3 "Hl reign _ : 
that of his immediate ſagceſſors were ſo ſhort that no | 
- notice is taken of them in this hiſtory, | Belſhazzar the 

grandſon. of Nebuchadnezzar ſoon began to reign. To 

this King, Danicl interpreted the writing upon the 
wall, which none of the wiſe-men could read, much 
leſs interpret. Being ſlaln the Lame night on which 
Es we writing appeared, the kingdom was Muided and 

+ ; 2 to the Medes and Perfians. Darius the Mede now 
25 ee tbe throne. He is the! ſame perſon who is 
| called by the Greek hiſtorians e and was. _ 

_ =. hp. e VV 
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| Dames interpreted = a yg ts dream of Nebuchad- 


CHARACTER OH DANIEL. 3% 
uncle of the renowned. vrus. Under the reign of this 


daes ereus which las ben xead an the | 


* 
— Denis divided x empire into an hundred and 
NAT, * 
twenty Provinces, over which. he Ta | governors, 3 and 
* W 4% 


over theſe, three preſidents, of whom Daniel was 


„„ . 4 Is J 


chief; fo high was his reputation, "and. ſuch was the 
opinion. which this king entertained o of his wiſ dom; and 


integrity. . : This diſtinction, however, « drew upon Da- | 
niel the enyy of the other princes, and they carefully 
ſought matter of accuſation againſt him.—* Cenſure, 
= fays one, 43 is the tax which men pay for being « emi- 
nent.” Whoerer i is exalted above. others either! in gifts 
or tation, muſt expeRt to be envied and oppoſed. This 
evil principle is always found working in the human i. 
' breaſt. On this account, were it not that men may : 
not withdraw-from any place or duty to which Piovis = 
| dence calls them, they would be more eafy and Tafe in 
a humble ſtation. They who reſtleſa climb the llip- 
pery aſcent of honor, and are ambitious to ſtand before 


kings, are in danger of being puſhed down by ms,, 
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god AIS TO 
| Haver Da, whhacwek have re 

| covetous of honor, nnen it 

ns ſcience; His enemies could find none 
occaſion nor fault, Forafmuch as be was Faithful, neither 
war there any error or fault found in bim. x His adm 
* niſtration being blameleſs, they had recourſe. to ano- 
ther ſtratagem. They knew that he conſtantly 1 re- 

3 ſorted to God in prayer; "and therefore, on conſulta- 

tion, they requeſted that the king would make a firm 

- decree, that whoſorver ſhould aft a petition of any god or 

Lt: man, for thirty days, ſave of the ling binſelf, he ſhould 
= be caſt into the den of lion. F. Horrid plot! Impions i in 
me its very nature, and inalictous ' in its defign ! But it 

was a doſe ſweetened with flattery, and therefore 


ſwallowed by x 08 N He eren ur; and 15 
x ar ee. "oY = Wo 


A 


* 
1 : 
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5 ee 8 e to pray, J hie 
* If he pray, one would think that prudence 
would direct him to do it in a more concealed manner 
© "than heretofore. Mark his conduäk. Though he was 
| At ware of what was intended, yet hie evindoos being open 
A li. chamber, . toward Feruſalem, be Bnecled upon his 
* Beer, three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks B. 
ee his God. t This was a noble teſtimony. It mani · 
124 5 Chap, vi, 4. + Chap. vi. 7. f Chap. vi, 16. 
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would — i would have Fanden | 
| Daniel had withſtood the temptations of a licentionn I 
court, nor was he now to be affrighted by a lions re ; = 
He was at this time old; and he mi might have reafone! 
thus ;'® Thave loved and ſerred my God for many =_ 
yeirs, he hath promoted me to high honor in @Rrange 
land, and given me favor with ſeveral princes; and 9 
ſhall J for the poor remnant of my days torſake him? 
No ; if I am to be deyoured by lions, 1 will leave to 
idolaters an example. of that ftrdfaſtneſs and fortitude 
5 which my religion inſpires. Or, if i it be che will of 
God that I ſhauld continue longer here, a witneſs for 


him, and a benefit to my nation ; he bath formerly de- 


4 * $ * 


liered, and he can ill deliver a me. Into his hands 
wholly & Font myſelf.” 3 
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+ Hrs enemies, kari 6 obſerved him praying to his 
God, actuſel him to the King, pled the decree, mil 
urged that the tranſgreſſion was the more heinous "i 


Daniel, as being a foreigner. They; wiſhed to repre! ele: 
him as one who ſhowed diſaffection to the Wi king, and ogg 
who contemned his authority. The king now ſaw the 1 


8 oY” 


a evil conſequence of his decree, was diſpleaſed v da ith 5 
: himſelf, and ſincerely endeavoured to fave 1 D aniel, His Gi 
mioiſters aledged, that t by the law of 4s; Medes and © 


„ un r οαντ A 


fore gk unalterable 3 or being made by the ad- 
a council, they could not be revo- 
n oo for we find that, the 


vice and ee o 
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Kae wicked FO, by their i importualty, prevail. 


„„ 


ed upon the king to deliver up Daniel to "their 1 mercy, 
and they caſt him into the den of lens. a The king, 
| when he ſubmitted, expreſſed: a hope that the God 


whom. Daniel continually ſerved would itil preſerve 


| him; and ſuch was his concern and anxiety that | 
be ſpent the night licepleſs' and faſting. | He was Tenki- 7 
ble that he had been h 81 Rn | 
miſſion of ond; and es action, and one which a 

3 10 459 old tt ain Nici f 
: : Ah hn does 1 che Kia K. Ane he _ | 

ound ed by ambitious and def ging courtiers who . 2 
ae to impoſe upon him? "Who does not lament his : 
want of firmneſs and reſolution ? He approves the : : 
right and does the\ Wrong. Coch au oath obig e him : l 


* A. 17 83 wh n 
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to the'perfor nance of that which was in af Gafal U 
Could the law of the Medes and Perſians change thi 
eternal law of juſlice? No, his compliance was unwar- 
rantable. With. firmer nerves he ought to have ſtems | 
med the torrent. Herod; for his oath's ſake, beheadeck 
| John the Baptilt. Pilate pronounced ſentence againſt 
our Saviour, though he declared that he found no fault 
in him. From ſimilar motives did Darius condemn 
Daniel to death, though his conduct in yielding to the 
importunity of inſidious men, appears more excuſable_ 
than that of the others, Early in the morning, he 
haltened to the den of lions, and to his great ſutpriſe 
and joy found D Daniel unhurt. The God whom he 
ſerved had indeed delivered him, and his innoceney 
before God and man was remarkably made manifeſt. 
This deliverance was obtained by his faith ; for it is. 
ſaid, no manner of burt Was ; found upon hin, becauſe be 
believed in Ca To this inſtance the apoſile particu-, 
larly refers, when deſcribing the powerful effects of 
faith, he ſays, that it rnd the mouths of Gon 48 036 


* 
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= s all of you, my AAU to the 3 25 
che den, and behald the power and goodneſs of God in 
this wonderful deliverance. The lions the ſtrongeſt and 
mol terrible beaſt that, roams the foreſt. He drinks the 
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pon bis prey, tears ĩit to eee claws, an 

devours it with his teeth. Into a den, Where a num- 
ber of lions were confined; was Daniel caſt; ptobably 
in the night when theſe beaſts crave their fond; and os 
the furnace was heated ſeven times for Daniel's compa- 
nions, ſo it is probable that the lions had been kept 
from their uſual proviſion, in order to make them the 
more voracious. Into a den of beaſts which naturally 
thirſt for blood, and whoſe appetites are now whetted 


with hunger, and dreadfully growl for food, is Daniel 


eaſt; his body not a morſel for each, and inſtead of al- 
_laying their hunger, fit rather to excite a: furious con- 
teſt i in the angry den. Behold the raging lions are 
tame! They. growl not, they pring not! The meat 
offered they will not touch ! 1 An angel ſhut their 
mouths! Here Daniel continued all night, and inſtead 


0 "ofthe e hungry! lions roar, the den ſweetly ſounded with 


the praiſes of the living and everlaſting God. Anima- 


1 ted were the ſalutations which paſſed between the king 
a and him i in the morning. Daniel was taken out of the 
5 den; and he returned to his office with increaſed repu· 
. tarign, a and with infinite TO. to love ad eee che 


8 we oo an an 8 b . ar of, tow? 05 


will * lead. you to 0 witch a diſmal ck the 
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them, "their children, and 1 wives ; 


: agreeably to their nature. From this bloody fight let 


wives and children, was no doubt cruel; but it ſeems 


on the very Pom 


x . 9 


"nd p* 5, hone 


had the maſtery of them, and brake. alliheir bones i in 


2 » _—_ 


tranſaQion the preſervation of Daniel 8 the 
more evidently miraculous, As to his accuſers, the 
mouths of the liens were unſtopped, and they ated 


— 


.. 
— 2 
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us turn away, refleing on the juſtice of God in brings 
ing theſe men to the ſame death which they had medi- 
tated for Daniel. The lam which condemned the 


that thoſe perſons: ſhould ſuffer the very 
niſhment to which they had unjuſtly. and mali 
a t6 o bring another, God dre that 
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; \ Nerrnns time e nor propriety will admit to enter 
1 aur upon the e tl 
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M „Sous of the later Jews have denied that he was a 
. Prophet; but the words of our Saviour put this m matter 
FRY 'out of al doubt, 2 5 whom he is expreſaly called a pro- 
phuet z“ and it is an [evidence too chat be ſpoke” the 

ts of the Jews in his day. Indeed N 
conler the greatneſs and clearneſs of his prophe- 
cies, eſpecially thoſe. concerning the coming and ſuf- 
 feringoof the Meſſiah, | he muſt be eſteemed one of the 
firſt rank. Joſephus reckons him among t the, greateſt 
ol the prophets, | and ſays of him, . at | 

familiarly with God, and not only foretold future 
er nt: | as other prophets did, but determined likewiſe 

. s the time when they ſhpulf come to paſs.” 80 clear 
dere his prediQtions, and fo each fulfilled, that Po . 

5 | m, dee een of the chriſtian religion, has al 

PTY W eee later r hand, af 


of his ee ref eQ ing the t time er th 


< werd, and inhdels on. the other, « poſe. 
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Parr of this book, from um the fourth verſe of the ſe. 
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cond chapter 1 to the end of U the ſeventh, which treats.of | 


_ THT e 
895 l 
* 


B abyloniſh affairs, was originally written in the Chat- <8 
dean language, and ll the reſt in Hebrew, | || 


5 Dali is ſuppoſe not to have return 
Jews from en but to have died in 
Ae ag.. kan E Wien pine : 


* 755 


red uy anch learning al long experience! ; who lived 
in gr ; t worldly proſperity ity; 4 ; who was bold and u inſha 
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ken 1 in the duties of the Nie 'rdligionz and who e enj joyed 
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peculiar! reyelations of the divine will. 5 
was in the court of barsch, Daniel et 
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weeks are to be taken for weeks 470. ref cr 


1 bn ; contained ſeven 5 years; and 10 che feventy weeks — 
4 * A Ca 244 , + ; , 0 
* I i to War Kundred | and L ninety years. EN 


many years being reckoned back from th E dent 0 
our Lord Jefus Chriſt, will bring us to the very y year | 


2 
* 


= 2 month 3 in which Ezra had his commiſſion, I | 
E ing of Perſia. for returning to q r 
: 1 the church and ſtate of the Jens. Wadde 6 
8 a was to, 2 ede; NN for the Croat «ft the 
| Meflinh. We believe that 9 indeed come 1 and | 
# L . . Þ. 5 ** 5 br 1 N 6 dom. 15 bong i 
|» Lage begun y and that to promote, and eſtabliſh this NN 
* every event: and revolution yet to take Place ſhall be f 
3 _ ES. This . ah caſe, it vill not be E 


| eben to etemal inne ee comfortable 
. preſence of God-2 Theſe are things which. we have all 


-'King Wee hs 3 lords. As gi : 
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the will of God: « 26.3 angels gh . | Ste} f «il f 
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Wr are all by nature, in . than Babyloniſh caP- 
tivity z expoſed to more frightful ful dan dangers chan a den 
of lions. Theſe can only rend our bodies; but chere 
is one who ſeeks to devour our ſouls; to draw us from 
allegiance to our Maker, and involve us in.remedileſs 
. perdition. What is the moſt abject ſlavery among men | 


compared with the ſlavery of fin.} What the moſt ex- | 


of death... Hivhath Wanted user ial} the enemi 


1 


eaſon t fear, and: which/ will certa ir 
un, wei we betake vurſelres-to that nnen 
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NEBUC : 
fiture princes; and an affeRting leon: te all genen 
tions of men. la mercy to the king; and that it 
night be the more "obſervable by others, God was 
pleaſed to fore warn him in a'dream; Though he had 
forgotten the former dream, yet this he was able par- 
ticularly to relate; and therefore expected that his 
own magicians would be able to interpret it. In this 
| they failed, and he v was obliged again to have wee 
to Daniel. 


Tur picuiderte of God is very reinethile in dls 
tranſactions. Though Nebuchadnezzar was\ favored! 
* with dreamt, yet the ability to nterpret was v 
ſar ed to a-prophet of the true God: They het 
properly divine preditions, and the king was uſed o 
as an inſtrument to make them the more public; and to 
excite the attention of mank ind. In the firſt dream; che 
magicians pleaded the impoſſibility off interpreting” 
what cou, not 3 behold, A ee 
' dream in a 
are perplexed to ati 3 Geeste Wer 
wifdom, and in the fight of theſe heathen, afferts his 
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own glory. We do wrong in confining the deſign „ Cf 


Cod in the wonders he hath wrought” to pertieular 
berbons. or 4 Who COP not r that while he : 
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knowledge of the true © IC e other nations, and 
recover _ from their fuperſttion and idolatry 


+ Tas ſubſtance of the dream as told by the king was 
this; © Ifaw,” faid he, a tree excceding great and 
« lofty ; and which increaſed ſo faſt that it ſeemed to 

t reach unto the very heaven. It was luxuriant i in 
, leaves and fruit. It afforded ſhelter to the beafts 
and fowls, and ſuſtenance to all fleſh. As I won- 
- deted at the greatneſs and utility of this tree, I ſaw 
: « an angel deſcending from heaven, who cried with a 
„ loud voice, Hew down the tree, cut off the branch- 
© leaves, ſcatter the fruit, and let all 

4 creatures d from it; but leave the ſtump in the 
2 . eee eee in the tender 

4 graſs of the field, and let it be wet with the dew of 
5 heaven, and let his portion be witkethe beaſts i in 
113 2 the graſs of the earth; let his heart be changed 
4x = from man's, and let a beaft's heart be given unto 
| 4. 00 him ; and let ſeven times paſs over him.“ — When 
eg Daniel heard this dream, he was ſtruck with the a awfi 
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B ” | Fortent of it, and remained filent for an hour. Deng 
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5 5 | 15 eneouraged by t the king, be at laſt declared that, t 's 5 
3 2 tree ignified the * Met ; that the he an | 
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being 3 di bs beef s =o 
field, expoſed to all the inelemeneies of the weather 3 . 
and that the leaving of the ſtump yang his reftota« 
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moſt faithful and ſalutary advice to the king to forſake 
his fins, that ſo the judgment might be averted or de- 'F 
lay ed. How happy had he comphed with this advice 5 3 I 
Some think that, alarmed by this warning, he did re- 
form for a time, and that, on this-account, he was reſ- 
pited for a year. Sinners, when threatened with im- 
meldiate danger, often leave their ſins, and form reſo - 
lutions to lead new lives; but when the danger is res 
moved or forgotten, they return to their former cour- 
ſes, Whatever outward and temporary reformation 
might have appeared in Nebuchadne: * 0 n er 
root of pride ail remained in his heart. 3 
*, 
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F s Wat his proſperity w was 1 the higheſt; when his 

ac 88 es around were all i in ſubjeQion | and "tributary 3 3 
A v hen i he had greatly enlarged and beautified the 

ity of of Babylon with the ſpoils of conquered nations, Te 


$ "ay _— | 
'N K is pride ſwelled beyond all bounds, and vented itſelf, 
boa a certain occaſion, in the moſt. arrogant language. 4 


As be walked in 90 12 Y the Ty 7 W 
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n had at xecuted; 

probably, as he walked on the uppermoſt terrace of the 
famous hanging-gardens, from which he had a get. 
pect of the whole city with its palaces, Walls, turrets, 
brazen gates and canals, he /pake and ſaid, Is not this 
great Babylon that I have built for the houſe of be High, 
& the might of my power, e onour 


«finer 9* Of who: 
_ prophecy of Faiah more _ 
: ee ere wy ine h wx E 


4 er _ of t dals I will de Toke the my 
© come. While the wo rd 


ue "Oo and wer; now e en to fend . 
"OG. 1 bay boar war the thing polled wor! 2725 . ; 
= ps Ku, We. 


. 3 EO. 2 my 8 1 E WA ; 9 8 BA TO 5 6 


* ARIQUS. ae been che opinions e this - 
puniſhment inflicted upon Nebuchadnezzar, and which 
it is needl. 1s. to treat at large. Some have ſuppoſed the 
whole to be an allegory, and intended to give us a repre- 
ſentation of the fall of lucifer; ſome, that the king 
- was really changed int. an OX, or, at leaſt, that the 4 l 
ſpirit of an ox was infuſed into him, or ſubſtituted, in 3 
the place of his own; and ſome, e it was a faſcina- 
tion in the eyes both of the king and is ſubfects, by 
which they imagined that there was a real change into 4 
che form of this animal. Neither of theſe opinions can 15 
| be admitted; The moſt general and the moſt probable | 


opinion is, a 0 che judgment of God, N chuchad- | 5 


adi that Ae: fancied himſelf an ox, ah | 
- 4mitated the actions of one; that, having fled from the 5 


Y a bitatians of men, he aſſociated with beaſts, fed upon i 
graſs, lay expoſed: e on * ground, and, i in ſhort, ſeem- py 
"= to have all the inclinat; ng and actions of a beaſt. : 
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3 himſelf, | He might-fee hk levers 
and not be able to avoid it; — 


and — e e bet Htik 
. is it any objeation to 8 38 that Neby- 


rhaduezzar accuſtomed to the ſoftneſs and delicacy of 
« court, could not live ſeven: Years on the. raw fruits * 


the earth, and his body too expoſed to external i injuries; 


for, erſons infected with his diſtemper are well known 
to be excelſixely ſtrong, and able to undergo hardſhips 


which would prove n ew. inn 9/4 . of 
wind. . 
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Ar the expiration « of the limited time, God was 
- pleaſed to reſtore this king to the exerciſe of his reaſon 
and toreinltate bim i in his kingdom. : "His words on 
this aeafion are very remarkable, part of which has) 
been read as the foundation of this diſcourſe, | Wing 5 
what temper he continued to demean himſelf afterwards 
we are not particularly informed. It has been alledged 


* 


4 


* ' » * 


1 — inſincere, and that his dedica- 
tion of the golden image in the gloſs of 1 1 ura, wa 
| Gubſequent to his puniſhment.; This, however, is con- 
trary to the order in which he narration is given by 
n It is certain that he was now W eee 


eee paid homage to n God. = 
fore this, he acknowledged him as the God of Daniel, 
and as the God of Shadrach, Meſhach and ee 
while he himſelf continued to adore the falſe gods uf 
eite, ; but now his language is, 1 Nebuchadnezzar 
proiſe and extol and honour vhe king of bed ven, all auhoſe 
1 are truth, and his aways judgment 4 and theſe that 
wall in pride he is able to abeſe. Charity therefore 


will lead us to believe, that if he were not ancerelyx th 


converted to the true worſhip, that, at leaſt, he feared 
hereafter to Ew in TE ;.or uns, by his words 


. creator and governor of a kings. | 


e powerfully does this hiftory _—_ us the Ln ; 
aid danger. of pride! How: forcibly inculeate. CY 
| truth, that Pride gab before deftrutiion 3 3 andas, h Lag | g 12 
Ani before a fall * It prepares for deltruction, n 16 
| token of its approach. | Pride i faid to 22 been : 


the fin of fallen angels. - Our 
| 22 p * „ xi. 16. 5 5 | £0 8 5 e 


et none ſay they are unintereſted in the ſub- 
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plea and fine linnen, and it is covere 
t talks, and it is filent. © It is on the bench, at the 
dar, and in the pulpit. It judges, and it pleads. It 
preaches, and ĩt prays. Let i us beware then of deceiv- 


ba. RS in this' matter. Let us ſeek an intimate 
ur own hearts, and keep a firit 


Uall tance nerd Ith © 
uard over em, left we be e wee in 3 wee 
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* we | inclined to. > boaſt. of birth ri 4 titles? be. 
| Hold in Nebuchadnezzar their vanity. | What did it 
avail bim in his degradation, that he was deſcended 
from kings, and once ſwayed the ſceptre of the 


| eſt kingdom in the world! Do we confide in the mul- . 


Þ 7 titude of our riches? How uſeleſs were all the re. 
P 10 mes of the eaſt to Nebuchadnezzar, when his deen 
1 1 wa with the beaſts of the Geld! Axe we pleaſe 3921 


ed in dn es and if | 


t. It is' cloathed in pur- | 
ered with rags and filth. 
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| dies? Ala, ok a —— des Ana 
- hlthy, —hagg⸗ 1 

Ne nl his nails like —— le ! Are qur 
| hearts apt to ſwell with a conſcious ſuperiority of un- 
derſtanding, and acquirements in learning and know- | 
ledge? Accident” or diſeaſe may foon bring us from 
theſe exalted heights to the eee nen, 
of an idiot. ne IR wments of 
8 are uneertain in this fallen and ierbls d. 
of man. What a ſpectaele xs Nebuchadnezzar 

bit, deprived of his reaſon! — the 
Kcilful ſoldier, and the magnificent prince is, hg one. 
thrown from his pre-eminence, and inſfead of 

manding reſpeR, provokes diſguſt. | 8e ay m, through 
| x" diforderet imagination, wich his face pronè to th 
Kart th, feed, / bellow, and tolls bead! like a t Tü 


d 7e This mournfu ere ſhould aaa ws 
from” all roles Jalbeſiceih and vain- glory. a We 
are continually dependent on God, and it becbi 
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to walk humbly and thankfully before him. We are 
guilty i in his ſight, and inſtead of cauſes . we 
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Tow. defaced the nobleſt works of God! Man, 

mode ut firſt a 2 lower than the angels, fin depreſſes 

beneath the very rank of beaſts. Tt renders man un- 

en darſied allo you, Though 

: you may never be driven from men, and the world Del 

. call you wiſe and happy, yet while you tranſgreſs the 
(pra pu to glorify him, you are fooliſh 


"ye — chat way which he hath. Mi ro x d 
_ ng may return baun you cha a you an 
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bleſs the Moſt; Hig erfections enen 
the works of erent re e ce, nd e "= 
in the redemption” of ſinners through the o obedi 
and death of Wee Son. 


Tune ſubject. deſerves the ſerious attention of AY | 
in Younger life, who, from. want of experience | fa oY _ is 
world, and knowledge, of themſelyes, may not be aware 4 
of f the beginning, and tendency « of pride. There i is a : 
caution, modeſty and diffidence, exceedingly, becomin 3 


youth, an and indicating their future uſefulneſs and re N 


thinks himſelf already very wile, i is in a "ad rl 1 4 
| know nothing. Pride fills all the empty ſpace, and ; 

| excludes the entrance of true Knowledge. _ As 

ariſes greatly. from a com ariſc n others, tc neck 
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God is entitled to all the glory. At the ſame time, 
vou ſhould obſerve that pride is to be diſtinguiſhed 
Solltuuteffnans-of petſon's bilces; end a proper 
value which he may put upon himſelf; and likewiſe 
from the ſpirit of one's ſtation, and a due regard to 
decency. Pride confiſts in a too high opinion of our 
merit; in a ſwelling of the heart on account of our 
ſuperiority z and in the exaction of homage from others. 


As far as this diſpoſition prevails i in any character, he 
is-offenſive toGod, as Rig to men. pat ie 
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we thindabies. ſhould cure a envys 2 re- 
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concile us to our circumſtances in life, even though 
mean and indigent. Power and riches bring with 
them great temptations, and we are better and ſafer 
without them. Like Nebuchadnez zar, we might abule 
chem. Who would not rather be a poor child of God, 


ic . A ungodly king? Who would not ra- 
Keep in the houſe df God, than Ne- 

| bicksdiezzar i in the palace of Babylon! Yea; who” 

wodld not rather be an heir of eternal glory, W e 


Uron the whole, bannt, my 7 brethren} is is our 
greateſt ornament and our ſtrongeſt defence, The in. 
creaſe of this always marks the progreſs of grace un 
the ſoul. The high and lofty One dwelleth with him thut 
is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, Surely the conſidera- - 
tion of the deplorable ſtate in which grace finds a man, 
the ſovereign and infinite love diſplayed in his ſalvation, Ws 
the depths of corruption ſtill unſubdued, and for which : 
he needs the conſtant influence of grace, ought to 
hide pride from his eyes, and fink him i into entire ek. 1 
annihilation. Let us all be perſuaded to ſeek ann, -_ 0 

tereſt in the merits, and to copy the example. of the 
meek and lowly Jeſus. We muſt be clothed with his 
righteouſneſs, and the ſame mind muſt be i in us . 
was in him, before we can inhabit the pure and celeſtial 3 
abodes. To ſave us from the guilt of our ſins, 4 1 
to rectify our diſordered natures, Jeſus Chriſt, hath „ 8 vi 2 
tisfied the juſtice of God, and purchaſed the influen. . 1 
ces s of the holy Spirit. To this glorious rem 1 | 

ere inthe goſpel, let us make ſpeedy application, : 2 

that ſo we na Ar a Ro "inconceivable. EY | 3 1 
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